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ABSTRACT: 

The success of places depends on the quality of place. Place making is used to make 

quality places where people want to spend their time, which makes it sociable. Making 

sociable places is one of the goals of planning. In this era of globalisation more people 

are migrating to other countries which is making cities a diverse ethnic mix. This 

research will emphasis on the inclusion of ethnic diversity in a built environment of street 

in a diverse ethnic mix community, to make it more sociable. To include cultural 

diversity in a built environment of a street needs investigation of what makes it different 

from another culture and how one can make a street that can work for different ethnic 

groups at once. This research investigates the elements of design that differentiate street 

in a cross cultural context. This will also include a design for Wakesiah Avenue Nanaimo 

to make it a great street by including ethnic diversity in the built environment. 
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1. Introduction 

People around the world are migrating to other countries. Immigration of people has 

increased in this era of globalization and is occurring from south to the north, and south to 

south across most of the world (Kritz, 2015). Immigrants from all over the world are also 

migrating to Canada. Such human migration has increased in Canada since the removal of 

the barrier to non-European immigrant in 1960s (Hiebert, 2000). This migration is making 

cities a diverse ethnic mix. People migrate to other countries to find their fortune but this 

also poses some problems in the social life of immigrants. To make cities more viable and 

functional, planners and policy makers are strategizing for the creation of multicultural 

cities that are supportive of diverse populations: a place where people from all ethnic 

backgrounds can live together and can contribute in the development of their community. 

In the past and typically, the emphasis was placed on designing public spaces like, parks and 

squares. These are the places in which people are most engaged, are seen and where 

people get socialized. 

There has been less importance given to the design of the street; but streets are the 

most common space in a city which every one encounters in their daily life for different 

purposes. Streets have many roles in our daily life; they provide access to our buildings, 

economic and social exchange, provide a space for vending, socializing, play area for 

children and many more activities.  

History of street design can be traced back to ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia, 

Greece, Rome (Victor & John, 2014) and Indus-valley civilizations (Mughal, 2011). 
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Historically the street was a place for movement and public socialization. They define our 

culture, society, and provides space for entertainments. Commercial streets in a city are a 

major tourist attraction and recreational space; they are common urban gathering places, 

where people enjoy the landscape and buy their needs (Li, 2015; Carl, 2007).  

Before the invention of the car and the industrial revolution, a street in a city had two 

main purposes; provide space for mobility and sociability. Mobility included transporting 

goods, space for walking, biking, driving, provision of air (access of air to buildings), 

sociability include space for talking, meeting, celebration, protest, and different social 

arenas. After the industrial revolution, mobility dominated over sociability and the social 

aspect of the street was decreased especially in the large industrial and commercial centres. 

Communities are now actively exploring ways to get back the social aspect of the street.  

Madden& Kent (2009) writes “Communities that are focused around creating active, public 

destinations- like civic square or water front as the central gathering part for their citizen – 

are proving to be poised for the greatest success. By reclaiming streets for people, making 

transit more viable than the private vehicle, and creating flexible, well-programmed spaces 

that urban innovators are giving people reasons to visit, live and linger in true community 

places that have been absent in the past few decades of project-based planning”. 

With the increased movement of people from different cultures into cities, there is a 

need to rethink the streetscape to embody the differing needs of that diversified 

population. In order to give people reason to visit in a multicultural neighbourhood, we 

need to design places where everybody can have a sense of belonging. Sense of belonging 
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can be created by designing sociable streets by adding cultural character to the street 

typology. Every street should not be designed with a multicultural theme, but, where there 

is a neighbourhood with ethnic diversity consideration could be given to designing the 

street in that neighbourhood to accommodate a multi-cultural perspective.  
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2. Problem Statement 

The success of places depends on the quality of place. Placemaking is used to make 

quality places where people want to spend their time, which makes it sociable. Making 

sociable places is one of the goals of planning. It makes a special attachment to a place that 

people want to visit again and prefers it over other places. Many ideas have been presented 

for the purpose of placemaking but there is less emphasis given to the inclusion of ethnic 

diversity in built form of streets in diverse ethnic mixed communities. Most of the emphasis 

of place making is given to parks and public squares. The inclusion of ethnic diversity in a 

diverse ethnic neighbourhood street is important to support cultural diversity and promote 

vibrant neighbourhoods so cohesion is to be achieved. The use of a street is determined by 

what it offers to people. In diverse ethnic neighbourhoods it should offer services for the 

whole community.  

People do not only buy goods when they visit a street but also like to see their desired 

image of the streetscape in the surroundings. The streetscape acts like an art gallery where 

people want to see their favourite images and art pieces. Streetscapes vary in different 

cultures and so too should the shape of the gallery and art which is placed in it and along a 

street. This art often has special attachment to a cultural group. This attachment is made 

during their early life which influences their choice of landscape in their later life. For first 

generation emigrants this attachment is made in the settlements where they have spent 

their early life. After their emigration to other countries, their sense of belonging is hard to 
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accept in the new landscape. Therefore the inclusion of ethnic diversity in the built form is 

socially desirable and inevitable.  

To include cultural diversity in a built environment of a street needs investigation of 

what a street is composed of, what makes it different from another culture and how one 

can make a street that can work for different ethnic groups at once.  

Therefore, as Canada and Nanaimo experience an increased diversity of cultures, a 

corresponding need arises to accommodate diversity of experiences that are unique to 

cultural identities. By accommodating and planning for streets and streetscape that 

celebrate cultural diversity. Nanaimo will be better positioned to support the growing mix 

of new cultures, particularly those living near VIU where a large number of international 

students are registered.  The purpose of my research is to find out the element of cultural 

differences of a streetscape and make a useful document for planners and policy makers to 

help them understand the importance of multicultural landscapes and their need in a 

diverse ethnic mix neighbourhood. This will also include a design for Wakesiah Avenue 

Nanaimo to make it a great street by including ethnic diversity in the built environment.  

 

 

 

 



13 

 

3. Methodology 

The primary methodology is a meta-synthesis literature review of ethnographic research 

papers, which explore some dimensions of public open space use and values in urban contexts 

characterised by ethnic and racial diversity. From that review, I summarised identified key 

thematic understandings and significance of neighbourhood streets in a diverse multicultural 

community. I then explored different elements of design which differentiate streets in a cross 

cultural context using the lens of a constructivist perspective. For studying the cultural spatial 

character of a street, I selected three streets with different cultural themes. Punjabi Market in 

South Vancouver, BC, Canada; Commercial Street in China Town Vancouver, BC and Fisgard 

Street in China Town, Victoria, BC. I conducted a spatial character analysis of these sites 

through observation, photographs and field notes and archival research on site spatial 

construct.  

Some research has been done on the topic of cultural spatial differences. But there is a lack 

of research on examining elements of street design in a cross cultural context. Most of the 

research has been done on the social behaviour (Archibald, 2004; Mehta, 2013) and functional 

aspect (Rishbeth, 2004) of cultural streets and there is much less research on the elements of 

design. My main questions to explore are what is culture, multi-culture and its need and 

importance in planning and designing for diverse ethnic communities? Why are streets 

important? What are the sustainability oriented characteristics of design that can be used as a 

theme in a multicultural street? I also investigated the physical elements of the studied sites. 

The main question of investigation include, what elements of design are used? What make the 
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street different from another cultural street? How is the sense of place made for an ethnic 

community?  

After determining the elements of the street design for a multicultural corridor I then 

explored a potential street in Nanaimo where I applied my findings to create a vibrant multi-

cultural streetscape. I also examined ethnic diverse communities in Nanaimo and determined 

that Vancouver Island University (VIU) offered a model community of diverse ethnicity. From 

my research I developed a theoretical hypothesis that a mixed use residential commercial 

multi-cultural street can achieve both goals of: (1) engaging people with different ethnicities in 

their community development; and (2) providing residents for students from VIU with an 

ethnically mixed urban environment. Vancouver Island University is a multicultural university 

with students coming from all around the world. The development programme will include 

commercial center and housing for students.  VIU is planning for campus student housing for 

both local and international students. A mixed-use residential commercial multicultural street 

can achieve the goal of both the design for diversity and student housing at the same time. I am 

proposing a mixed-use commercial residential street with diverse ethnic theme on Wakesiah 

Avenue, Nanaimo. 
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4. Literature Review 

4.1. Definition of culture and multi-culture  

The word culture is used for different purposes in different contexts. According to the 

Oxford Dictionary culture is defined as “the customs, civilization, and achievements of a 

particular time of people” (Canadian Oxford Dictionary). Culture in this paper is 

explored in the spatial geographic context. Spatial geographic context is the spatial 

character constructed with a way of life of particular people living together in one place 

(Bennet, 2015). Culture therefore is a process (way of life) and its product (customs, 

art, architecture, artifacts) (Littrell, 1997).For the purpose of this paper, the implication 

of the term ‘multi-cultural’ is of a place that expresses something of ethnic cultural 

diversity. “Ethnicity can be understood as a cultural and geographical identity that 

emerges when a group share a common ancestry, origin and tradition. Ethnicity may be 

related directly to race, but may also connect to geographical territory, world view, 

custom, ritual and language. Ethnic difference can be identified when a cultural group 

has linguistic, anthropological and perhaps genetic variation when compared to others” 

(Anderson, 2015). 

4.2. The importance of culture in planning for ethnic diverse communities 

People are migrating from one country to another to find a better life. This migration 

also poses some social problems in the lives of the immigrants. People migrate for the 
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betterment of their future but after the migration, the place where they live has a 

different cultural and physical landscape and way of living. One of the key notions of 

place is sense of place. Sense of place is associated with the feelings and perceptions 

that people have through experience of a place (Shamsuddin & Ujang, 2008). It is the 

key way in which humans, culture and environment are united together. Places are 

saturated with cultural meanings and are the medium, and the message of cultural life 

(Anderson, 2015, P.1). Hall (1996) believes that culture is the biggest determinant of 

the meaning and use of space and the human behaviour in space.   

First generation immigrants have an emotional attachment to places where they lived 

before resettlement. These attachments are made during their early childhood, and it 

significantly influences the preference of landscape in their later life (Thompson et al, 

2008). Study (Rishbeth & Powell, 2013) of first generation immigrants has shown that 

these memories play a vital role in making a sense of belonging. Such memories or the 

replication of those memories allow for new connections with different characteristics 

in a new landscape. As a result, immigrants are able to create a sense of belonging. In 

which they like to be. Place attachment is the emotional bond that develops between a 

person and a place. It is developed when a place is able to provide conditions to fulfil 

the functional needs of users and also support their behavioral goals (Shamsuddin & 

Ujang, 2008).  

As result, planners and policy makers are aiming for multicultural spaces to give 

opportunity to immigrants for active participation in communities (Clare, 2004; Smith, 
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2017). This critical problem is meant to be addressed by multicultural planning. 

Therefore, urban planning needs responsiveness to the ethno cultural diversity of 

people living in cities, and their entitlement to the rights and resources of the city as 

equal citizens (Burayidi, 2015).  

4.3. Street and its social dimension  

Street is the most common space in a city. We use it to go to places where we work, 

play, live, worship, buy groceries. And every person has a different use for the street 

according to their specific daily needs (Mehta, 2013). Streets have many functions: 

goods are transported through streets, it lets Light and air come to our buildings, and it 

also gives access to social and commercial exchange (Jacobs, 1993). Though 

predominantly we drive our cars on streets and move from one place to another on 

them, streets are not only to drive on or for transportation. Mobility is just one of the 

other functions of a street (Lesley, Barbara & Dave, 2012; Jacobs, 1961; May, 2014; 

Jacobs, 1993). Streets are one of the most accessible public spaces, where people can 

socialise. Streets provide space for active and passive social behavior (Mehta, 2013). 

They define communities: in fact a city and the society can be understood by examining 

its streets (Rawiwan & Veera, 2014). Its arrangement and types shape our communities 

(Victor & John, 2014). Streets can improve and preserve neighbourhood image, and can 

make the environment safe for pedestrians (Jones, 2009). Great streets define our 

culture and society and are more alive (Carl, 2007). A great street supports community 

engagement and should possess structure, identity and meaning (Sandalack, 1999).  
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4.4. History of Streets  

History of street design can be traced back to civilizations of Mesopotamia, Rome and 

Greece. (May & Steinert 2014). Before the advent of the mass use of the automobile, 

streets were designed for pedestrians (Tracz, 2015). Historically streets were not only 

used for mobility but it also as a space for public life and social interaction. They were 

places for celebrating different rituals, events, collective celebrations, as well as 

execution and public upheavals. History of designed cities can be traced back to 

Mesopotamian civilisation. It was a civilisation lived between the river of Tigris and 

Euphrates in ancient times (Present time Iraq). There was no specific space for 

recreational activities in the ancient cities of Mesopotamia; the city main street was a 

place where all activities took place (May & Steinert 2014). For the public realm open 

spaces were only allocated in front of religious buildings or governmental buildings 

(Frankfort, 1950). Indus Valley Civilization (also known as Harappa Civilization) and 

Mohenjo-Daro (2500-1900 BC in mature periods) had planned cities (Matthew, 1970). 

Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro were built on a gridiron plan where the streets ran from 

north to south and east to west intersecting each other at right angle (Peterson, 2012). 

The city’s streets were designed in way that could be used by humans and wheeled 

traffic, and could provide space for different social activities. Small streets had access to 

main streets which were used as main arteries (Mughal, 2011). In the middle ages, the 

European Street was a place where people would gather for religious and civic 
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ceremonies. It was a place of economic exchange, a place of meeting and negotiating 

and was also a place of social inclusion (Jackson, 1987, 289; Laitinen & Cohen, 2009).  

After the industrial revolution and increase in use of vehicles to move people and 

goods, cars needed to share in street use. As more and more cars came to roads, the 

need for widening the road and making new roads and highways became 

indispensable. But this also posed a serious threat to the life of people in the city. Their 

construction and design was not pedestrian friendly and was not to human scale. Roads 

became too wasteful and frightening to cross. Big parking lots with poor design 

standards and less amenities for pedestrians became the norm (Victor & john, 2014, 

p.3). In North America new highways were constructed to accommodate more cars.  In 

the 1960s and 1970s in the USA and Canada, citizens protested increasingly against 

highway construction that often devastated neighbourhoods and communities by 

making new roads and highways through established communities (Mehta, 2013, p.50). 

Overtime communities started reclaiming their public spaces. Streets were not great 

common places anymore and people wanted to make streets functional again for both 

social and cultural exchange.  

4.5. Re-thinking of streets 

Great streets are the streets where people want to be. They are safe, accessible, 

walkable, comfortable, interesting and please the eye (Hillen, 2001).  A successful 

street in a neighbourhood can encourage people to replace driving with walking, 

cycling or transit use (If proper investment is made), which will reduce use of fossil fuel 
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(Victor & John, 2014). Walking just like any other exercise is important in life: people 

have become vulnerable to diseases as they are mostly driving instead of walking. 

Decreased exercise, such as walking, contributes to obesity and chronic diseases 

(McCann, & Ewing, 2003). Also not every person in a community is able to drive. For 

instance youngsters, below driving age and seniors and the disabled are often 

distinctively impacted by a poorly planned pedestrian environment. They are in a 

vulnerable position. They are either users of public transit, or they use cycling or 

walkways. Good cities are places where all citizens are accommodated and provide 

location for social encounter. One objective of urban design and architecture is the 

creation of spaces that encourage positive social behavior in neighbourhoods and 

cities. For much of the history of civilization, and prior to the automobile, the street has 

been a place of celebration and has supported different levels of social engagement in 

different cultures. It has been a place where people come and enjoy being a part of 

community and also presents a platform of social and behaviour experiences. 

According to Mehta (2013, p.57) “Social behavior on the street, like any human 

behavior in space, occurs as a result of the interaction between people and the setting. 

The factors that influence social behaviour include the attribute of the individuals- their 

age, gender, cultural affiliations, past experiences, needs and expectations, emotional 

condition and so on- as well as the characteristics of the setting- its location, access, 

configuration, condition, the amenities it provides, sensory qualities, activities and 

people in it and so on” .  
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4.6. Street as a cultural place 

According to Anderson (2015, P.1) “Things, ideas, practices, and emotions all occur in a 

context, in a broader world that influences, values, celebrates, regulates, criminalises, 

sneers or tuts at particular activities and objects. ”. He further explains that “places” 

come by their meanings and identities as a result of the complex intersection of culture 

and context that occur within that specific location, that are composed of  imbroglios of 

traces. Traces are marks, characters, imprints, residues or fragments left in place by the  

cultural life of people. They are considered as materials, and non materials in nature. 

Material traces are visible marks on physical surrounding (Buildings, signs, statues, 

graffiti, etc...) while non material traces are activities, events, performances, or 

emotions associated with cultures. Streets as a cultural place contain both physical 

residue of a culture and the non material in nature. Material culture in a street is the 

physical shape of the street or streetscape. It includes, the materials used in the street, 

the architecture of the buildings, the type of street, the street layout, and other 

physical elements of the streetscape. These elements embed different philosophies, 

and belief in different cultures (Lai, 1990). The non material culture in a streetscape is 

the use of the street, for what and how the street is used. Both non material and 

material cultures influences each other.  

4.7. Types of streets  

By transportation function streets are of three types: arterials, collectors and local 

roads. They can further be classified as, residential streets, green streets, alleys, main 
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streets, thoroughfares, festival streets, shared space streets (Lesley, Barbara & Dave, 

2012). Residential streets are part of the neighbourhood; they are also called local 

streets. Some of them have sidewalks while on others, sidewalks do not exist. Main 

streets or collectors that run through town are the economic promoters of the city as 

main businesses lie along them. A successful main street has all the elements of place 

making which makes it unique in the town. Thoroughfare or the arterial is a large road 

system which moves traffic to and from the city to different destinations. Green streets 

have trees and other vegetation and they are designed specifically for people to walk to 

a destination and they have natural drainage systems.  Alleys are underutilised streets 

they provide access to the back of houses and businesses. If streets are permeable they 

can reduce water flooding by absorbing runoff. Festival streets are the most enjoyable 

streets; they are the roadways which can easily convert to other uses for a short period 

of time. They are used for parades, cycling competitions, and farmer’s days etc. One of 

the innovative designs is the shared street concept. Shared space streets are a type of 

complete streets which give access to every form of mobility. The physical character 

and use of the street differentiates it from on type of street to another type.  

4.8. Sociable street and it’s elements 

Sociable Street is the objective or experience of a street. Merriam Webster dictionary 

describes “Sociable” as:  “inclined by nature to companionship with others of the 

same species; inclined to seek or enjoy companionship; marked by or conducive 

to friendliness or pleasant social relations”. It is a space of friendliness and a 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/social
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space where people come together for pleasure and companionship. Sociable 

street, as defined by Mehta (2013, P.24), is “a street that is open to public, 

where people are present throughout the day and week, engaged-individually or 

in groups- in a variety of active or passive social behaviors that are dominantly 

stationary and sustained in nature”.  

 According to Mehta (2013) “there are three aspects of sociable streets, social aspect, 

behavioural aspect, and physical aspect. Social aspect means that, the space has special 

meaning for people; it is some sort of attraction which compels people to visit the same 

place again. They are places where people see and meet friends and strangers spend 

their leisure time and engage in several activities that reinforce their sense of 

community. Behavioural aspect is the type of use of street (Land use), and the third 

aspect is the physical characteristics of streets and its adjacent buildings”. A great 

sociable street occurs when all three are well planned and designed and constructed. 

Physical characteristics of a sociable street are the element of place making. It includes 

permeability, personalization, articulation of the building façade, street furniture, 

materials, intersections, bicycle facilities, street tree and landscaping, swales and rain 

gardens, curb gutter and alternatives, parking and signage that add to the perceptual 

diversity and complexity of the streets (Lesley, Barbara & Dave, 2012). Permeability can 

be defined as the ability to access a place; where ease of movement is promoted for  

every age of people among selection of different streets. “Permeability can be measure 

for two ways, by measuring the degree of obstruction of public flow through an 
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inaccessible routes or the degree to which public pathways enable them” (Pafka & 

Dovey, 2017).   

Sidewalks are one of the important elements of a street design. They make the streets 

safe to walk. Urban sustainability can also be achieved by a well designed street with 

sidewalks that are connected to basic facilities of daily use. Sidewalks enable the 

community to move easily in the community and to the facilities connected to it. 

Enabling the community to move freely in the community can reduce the use of 

personal use of cars for a short trip which will reduce the use of fossil fuel. It makes the 

street safe to walk by providing a space for vegetation, signage and street furniture 

between cars and pedestrians. A safe street is one of the goals of street place-making. 

It can be achieved through successful pedestrian design which creates well connected 

spaces and places. “Pedestrian connectivity is a measurement of the directness of route 

and the distance for pedestrian for each home destination trip” (Randall & Baetz, 

2001). Sidewalks should be designed in accordance to the type of activity of the street 

and its surrounding. A downtown street in a busy district needs wider sidewalks than a 

neighbourhood street. A sidewalk in a neighbourhood commercial street needs less 

space for pedestrians, street furniture, street trees, utilities and bicycles than a busy 

commercial downtown street which needs to accommodate more pedestrian traffic. 

Commercial streets are a hub of different activities: people are going from one place to 

another and people are meeting each other, strangers are asking for directions, an 

artist is playing music or showing his art. All of that mixed activity creates values and a 
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need to accommodate all these activities. As a result, the width of the sidewalks for a 

commercial street becomes double the size of a normal residential neighbourhood 

sidewalk. The total width of the sidewalk includes, the curb, walking area, and the 

frontage zone directly depends on the adjacent building. Effective side walk is the width 

of the walking area in a walk way/sidewalk (Lesley, Barbara & Dave, 2012). The primary 

objective of the sidewalk in a street is, to make it safe, secure, convenient, continuous 

and comfortable for the pedestrian. Pedestrians need physical and psychological 

comfort on streets. Physical comfort promotes reduced effort for pedestrians to 

conduct activities. Comfort can be achieved by making the sidewalk continuous and 

linking with other sidewalks, and should have stopping places.  

Psychological comfort of the pedestrian is the mental satisfaction when passing 

through a street. Pedestrians like to experience a positive space and pleasant images 

while walking through an area. A sidewalk can provide that to them. Psychological 

comfort is also associated with absence of stressful conditions (Sarkar, 2003). 

Pedestrians use crosswalks when they need to go to the opposite side of the street. 

Crossing roads through cross walks is a critical location in street design. Coloured 

crosswalks mark the road to indicate the boundary of the pedestrian zone to motorists 

and people who are walking (Avineri, Shinar & Susilo, 2012).  

Other than sidewalks for pedestrian mobility, streets also share their space with cars 

and other travel means. Every type of vehicle shares in travel lanes. With the new trend 

of smart growth and compact city to achieve sustainable planning goals, increasingly 
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space is being allocated for bike lanes both on arterial and neighbourhood roads. Lane 

width and selection in urban environments is challenging. By making lanes wider the 

traffic flow can be increased but on the other side it can make it less comfortable 

(Wood, Gooch & Donnell, 2015).  

Materials used in public places are not only durable but also aesthetically well 

balanced. Street material differs according to the purpose and use of the street. 

Sidewalk materials also differ according to culture, need and durability. Normally they 

are constructed of asphalt, concrete, brick or stone. There are many considerations 

when choosing those materials that include, life cycle cost, construction cost, durability 

and maintenance issue, color and permeability. The material also must be stable and 

slip resistant (Lesley, Barbara & Dave, 2012).  

Another physical feature to consider is street furniture. A user friendly street has 

proper and suitable furniture. When choosing furniture for a street, it should be 

designed for both children and old age people. It also varies according to the use of the 

street, availability of materials, and culture.  “Street furniture includes benches, kiosk, 

magazine racks, planters, pedestrian scale lightening, way finding signs, and other 

elements that make people comfortable in a place. Streets furniture also needs to be 

placed in particular weather use. Street seating supports social behaviour” (Whyte, 

1980). 

Healthy and sustainable streets also need to contain natural conditions. Natural 

elements not only make it aesthetically pleasant but also make it more functional. 
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Natural elements include trees and vegetation, habitat, light, air and water. All these 

elements can contribute in many ways, for instance replacing pavement with a rain 

garden in which plants can remove pollutants and make it less harmful for other 

species when runoff reaches rivers, provides multiple benefits. Trees located in streets 

have many benefits, such as providing oxygen and making the air fresh, and also 

reducing the heat island effect.  They can also have positive effects on pedestrians if 

appropriate vegetation is planted. They produce shade for the people walking on 

sidewalks during hot summer days and make sidewalks functional (Lee, Jang, Wang, & 

Namgung, 2009). Rain gardens or bioswales in a street can be used as cleaning agent of 

the rain water as it can take out pollutants. Water from rain that is collected through a 

rain garden or a bioswale can be directed to water storage where it can be used in 

specific times when there is lack of water in the city for watering plants (Kinkade-

Levario, 2013).  

Another element of street is light. During the day, sun is providing light in streets 

but in central business districts with high rise buildings, direct sun light touches the 

ground only for a short time when daylight is at its peak. The sun light after that can 

only be seen on high rise buildings. During the night time artificial lights are lighting our 

streets, every street needs adequate street lights to make it safe for pedestrians. 

Artificial lights also have consequences if proper ones are not used. Artificial light at 

night time attract insects and most of them die. Night lighting also makes light pollution 

which has many impacts on animal behaviour and also on humans.  
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5. Case studies 

5.1. Purpose of the case studies 

The purpose of the case studies is to explore the physical element of streetscape 

used at selected sites that differentiate street in a cross cultural context. Three 

different streets were selected for the study; Chinatown Vancouver (Figure 5.2.1), BC; 

Chinatown, Fisgard Street, Victoria BC (Figure 5.2.2) and Punjabi Market, Main street 

Vancouver, BC, Canada. The first two of the streets are influenced by to Chinese culture 

while the later illustrates East Indian, Punjabi culture. Data is collected by observation, 

field notes and photographs. Photographs are taken of all elements that construct the 

streetscape. The main questions to explore include: what elements of design are used? 

What are the elements which are differentiating the streets in a cross cultural context? 

5.2. The Three streets 

Chinatown is usually perceived as a Chinese quarter of any city outside China. 

After immigration in past centuries Chinese confined themselves to one or two street 

which they called “Tangren Jie” (Chinese Street) while other People called it 

“Chinamen’s quarter” “Chinese community” or “Chinatown” (Lai, 1987). These 

Chinatowns which are all around the world, including North America (USA, Canada). For 

the purpose of this study, I selected two Chinatown streets, Fisgard Street Chinatown 

Victoria and Vancouver Chinatown. Victoria Chinatown is the oldest Chinatown in 

Canada established in 1858 (Lai, 1987), while Vancouver Chinatown is the biggest 
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Chinatown in Canada developed in 1880s by Chinese who were brought as labour for 

Canadian Pacific Railway project (Kalman & Phillips, 2011, PG.33). These Chinatowns do 

not show the actual cultural streetscape of Chinese architecture but is the result of 

hybridity to mask otherness “so that otherness can safely inhabit in sameness” 

(Brouwers, 2008). The place character of Chinatown is actually due to the prominent 

visual component of façade of the buildings designed by western architects by 

manipulating standard western architectural forms trying to create the exotica. The 

most common elements are recessed balconies, extended eaves covering the main 

balconies, sloping tiled roofs, smooth or carved columns topped with cantilever clusters 

of beams, flagpoles and parapet walls bearing Chinese inscriptions (Lai, 1990). These 

elements are taken from Chinese cultural streetscape. Recessed balconies are common 

in coastal cities of South China Sea (Kalman & Phillips, 2011, PG.36).  

Data for Vancouver Chinatown is collected from the intersection of Taylor Street 

and West Pender Street to the intersection of East Pender Street and Main Street. The 

symbolic entrance to Chinatown Vancouver is a gateway on West Pender Street called 

“Chinatown Millennium Gate” (Figure 5.2.3).  
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Fi

gure 5.2.1. Chinatown Vancouver  
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Figure 5.2.2. Fisgard Street, Chinatown Victoria 
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(Figure 5.2.3) Chinatown Millennium Gate West Pender Street 

Another site is Chinatown Fisgard Street, Victoria. Chinatown Victoria also has a gateway called 

“Gate of Harmonious Interest” (Figure 5.2.4).  

 
Figure 5.2.4 Gate of Harmonious Interest, Fisgard Street, Chinatown, Victoria  



33 

 

For the study, the third cultural streetscape selected is Main Street, Punjabi 

Market, South Vancouver, BC, Canada.   

 

Figure 5.2.5 orthographic Map of Main Street, Punjabi market, South Vancouver  
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Unlike the Chinese street Punjabi market does not have any gateway or art work. 

The building styles are also varying but no similarity in building elements, except 

recessed balconies. In Punjabi market no predominant colour or material is used for 

building facades. While in both Chinatown streets dark green, golden and red colours 

are largely used for the front façade of the buildings. Colours embed different 

philosophies and have different meanings in different cultures. In Chinese culture, red is 

used as a colour of happiness, gold signifies prosperity, yellow is imperial colour, blue is 

linked with peace and green is associated with fertility (Lai, 1990). 1 East Pender Street, 

Chinatown Vancouver, BC is the World Thinnest Building (Figure 5.2.6). The ground floor 

of the building’s façade has wooden frame with dark green colour and has glass in it and 

doors with red colour, while first floor façade is predominantly red colour with some 

golden colour lines as design. The top of the building has a parapet wall with dark green 

colour and golden colour lines.  

 
Figure 5.2.6. 1 East Pender Street Chinatown, Vancouver, BC 
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In both Chinese streets some buildings have visible columns used for both 

structural component of a building and aesthetics. These columns are sometimes simple 

(Chinese cultural center, 50 East Pender street) while some columns have art work, 

(Building 501 Main Street has banded Doric Columns). Arches are predominantly used in 

both Chinatown’s streets while in Punjabi market there is none. Most of the building in 

both Chinatowns has balconies on it. Some buildings that were built without balconies 

had balconies added to give it the same cultural look (Figure 5.2.7). In Punjabi market 

there are no visible columns in buildings.  

 
Figure 5.2.7.  Fisgard Street Victoria Chinatown  

Recessed balconies can also be seen in few of Punjabi Market buildings (Figure 5.2.8).  

Some of them have contemporary style while other has simple railing.  
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 Figure 5.2.8. Recessed Balcony in Building 6607 Main Street 

As such there is no art form in the sculpture present in Punjabi market but art in 

the form of sculpture is very prominent in Vancouver Chinatown Street. Different 

animals and sea creatures are sculpted to building’s façade, street lights and gateways. 

These animals are believed to influence the fortune and destiny of the building’s 

occupants (Lai, 1990). In Vancouver Chinatown there is also a gateway on the entrance 

of Chinese Cultural Center ornamented with relief art work of different sea creatures 

(Figure 5.2.9).  On the entrance of both Chinatown streets, below the Gateways have 

lions on both sides of the road. Though, the lions of Vancouver Chinatown gateway 

(Figure 5.2.10) are different from those in Victoria Chinatown Gateway (Figure 5.2.11). 

In Vancouver Chinatown every street light has a dragon on top of the lamp (Figure 
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5.2.12) while in Victoria chinatown the top of light lamp on electric pole has Chinese 

style building roof (extended eaves and sloping tile roof). Ornamental terracotta 

dragons can also be seen on building 178 East Pender Street.  

 
Figure 5.2.9. Chinese Cultural Center Vancouver Chinatown 50 East Pender Street 

 Figure 5.2.10. Sculpture of lion in 
front of Victoria Chinatown Gateway  

  
Figure 5.2.11. Sculpture of lion in front 
of Vancouver Chinatown Gateway   
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Figure 5.2.12. Sculptures of dragons on top of street lights and street sign with calligraphy in 
Chinese language and English language on electric pole in Chinatown Vancouver 

 

Another prominent feature in these streets is inscription in Cultural languages. 

The use of cultural language in Chinatowns can be seen all around on street signs, 

signboards (Figure 5.2.12), garbage bins (Figure 5.2.13), gateways and cycle racks.  In 

Punjabi Market and both Chinatowns the street signs are written bilingual. In Punjabi 

market, English and Hindi languages are used for the street signs while in the 

Chinatowns Chinese and English languages are used. In Punjabi market signboards for 
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the businesses are written in English language only, while in the Chinatowns signboards 

can be divided in to three categories.  

1) Signboards which has Chinese language only 

2)  Signboards having both Chinese and English language  

3) and signboards having English language only.  

   

 
Figure 5.2.13. Signboard on building 

33 E Pender St, Vancouver 

 
Figure 5.2.14. Garbage bin with 

Chinese Inscription in Victoria 

Chinatown, BC

 

Figure 5.2.15. Street sign in Punjabi language in Main Street, Punjabi Market 
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The display of goods and movable signboards in front of businesses is very 

prominent in all of the studied streets. This can also be divided into two main 

categories.  

1) Signboards and goods display that affects the sidewalk 

2) Signboards and goods display that do not affect the sidewalk 

In Punjabi market Vancouver cloths and other goods are displayed in front of 

businesses on sidewalks. Although these goods are displayed in a way that it does not 

affect the public right of way. But movable signboards are kept in the sidewalk zone 

throughout the street (Figure 5.2.16).  

 

Figure 5.2.16. The display of goods and signboards in the Punjabi Market 
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Fisgard Street Chinatown Victoria does not have much movable signboards but the 

display of cultural dresses and other goods are mostly kept till the middle of the 

sidewalk (Figure 5.2.1). but some businesses have retrains their displays to building 

frontage zone only so that the side walk zone is kept free for  

 

Figure 5.2.17. Display of Cultural Dresses in front of a business in Chinatown Victoria  

 
Figure 5.2.18 Display of toys and pottery in front of a business in Chinatown Victoria  
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Though different materials are used for building façade but brick is predominantly used 

throughout the buildings in both Chinatowns streets (Figure 5.2.19.). 

 
Figure 5.2.19. Building having brick, wood and glass on façade with recessed balconies, 

in Chinatown Vancouver 

 

In Punjabi market the sidewalks are not wide enough to accommodate street furniture, 

trees and pedestrian though sidewalks are well connected to other nearby streets. 

Cement concrete is used for pavement with no distinction of material on the road for 

the pedestrian crosswalk. While in Vancouver Chinatown Sidewalks are wide enough to 

accommodate people and furniture but there is no street furniture for seating, though 

Victoria Chinatown has some seating for the users. In Victoria Chinatown Street, there is 

one permanent seating area on a sidewalk while some of the businesses are using 

moveable seating furniture in front of their businesses. In both Chinatown streets, 

sidewalks are simple and are constructed with concrete tiles. In Vancouver Chinatown 

crosswalk on road has concrete pavement which shows the importance of pedestrians 
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over cars (Figure 5.2.20). Sidewalk in front of Building 1 East Pender Street has glass 

block pavers with green and red lights installed in it but such design is not repeated in 

the street elsewhere. Also in Victoria Chinatown Street sidewalks are built with concrete 

design pattern with bricks (Figure 5.2.20). The same design pattern is repeated all over 

the street sidewalks.  

 

 

Figure 5.2.20. Crosswalk built with concrete with bricks pattern on intersection of E 

Pender Street and Columbia Street in Vancouver Chinatown.  
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Figure 5.2.21. Sidewalk in Victoria Chinatown built with concrete having brick design  
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6. Findings 

People around the world are reclaiming public spaces to make it successful and 

great. Great places are the places that offer their services to all people of the 

community. In an ethnic mixed neighbourhood, the inclusion of ethnic diversity in built 

form is inevitable. As a result, planners are presenting different ideas for multicultural 

spaces. Street is the most ubiquitous urban space which every one encounters in their 

daily life. How can a multicultural space be designed for ethnic mixed communities? 

That question needs investigation to identify its components and appropriate 

placemaking.  

What is culture and its importance in planning and designing?  

Culture is defined as “the customs, civilization, and achievements of a particular time of 

people” (Canadian Oxford Dictionary). Planning and designing is done for places. Places are 

saturated with cultural meanings and are the medium, and the message of cultural life 

(Anderson, 2015, P.1). Culture is considered as material and non material in nature. Places 

are the production of material and non material cultures. People of a cultural group have 

special attachment with these places. Place attachment is the emotional bond that develops 

between a person and a place. It is developed when a place is able to provide conditions to 

fulfil the functional needs of users and also support their behavioral goals (Shamsuddin & 

Ujang, 2008). So for understanding a place, the understanding of its culture is important. 
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What is Sociable Street? 

Sociable street as defined by Mehta (2013, P.24) is “a street that is open to public, where 

people are present throughout the day and week, engaged-individually or in groups- in a 

variety of active or passive social behaviors that are dominantly stationary and sustained in 

nature”. 

Why streets are important? 

Street is the most accessible public place in a city which every one encounters in their 

daily life. Street and roads takes twenty five to fifty percent of land in a city. Streets can 

improve and preserve neighbourhood image, and can make the urban environment safe for 

pedestrians (Jones, 2009). Streets have many functions. Goods are transported through 

streets. Streets let light and air come to our buildings, and also give access to social and 

commercial exchange (Jacobs, 1993). It is one of the most accessible public spaces, where 

people can socialise. Streets provide space for active and passive social behavior (Mehta, 

2013). The arrangement of streets and types of streets shape our communities (Victor & 

John, 2014). 

What are the types of streets? 

There are different types of streets use for different purposes. The following are some 

type of streets usually a city has: Residential streets, green streets, alleys, main Streets, 

thoroughfares, shared-use streets, and festival streets 
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What are the elements of streetscape? 

The element if streetscape include, sidewalk and pathways, trails, travel lanes, 

materials, intersections, crosswalks, bicycle lanes, bike racks, greenways, signage, street 

furniture, street trees and landscaping, rain garden and bioswale, curbs and gutter, 

parking, and buildings.  

How  sense of place is made for ethnic communities in the studied streets? 

From the case studies, it is evident that not all elements of street place making are used 

in the studied streets. Then how is the sense of belonging created? Through literature 

review, I determined that the sense of belonging is made when a place offers a desired 

image. So the desired image in a street is the physical elements of a street. Sense of 

place is associated with the feelings and perceptions that people have through experience 

of a place (Shamsuddin & Ujang, 2008). As Mehta (2009) writes, the biggest determinant 

of how a place is used relates to what it offers to the users. The first thing that people 

identify is the need to visit a place. So, all these successful places have cultural goods to 

offer an ethnic community.  Another important aspect of a cultural space is the physical 

images or elements in a place that embed special meanings to a cultural group. In 

Chinatown it is made by strong emphasis on display of goods, elements of cultural 

architecture in the buildings, and cultural art in form of sculpture and language. In 
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Punjabi Street, the sense of place is made by the display of cultural goods, cultural 

language on street signs and elements of cultural building design.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



48 

 

7. Proposed Development 

7.1. Design program 

Through literature review and case studies a general program has been developed to 

inform the design of streetscape. Key elements of the programs are outlined below and 

should be included in the master plan.  

7.2. Site analysis 

Access to the site 

The site can be accessed by Wakesiah Avenue, Fifth Street and Vancouver Island 

University parking area. This makes the opportunity to manage the flow of 

vehicular movement on site.   

Site Orientation  

The site is east and west oriented as some building will be facing east and other 

west side. This means building on the site will have less passive heat from the 

sun during winter time. But in summer it is an opportunity as buildings will have 

less passive heat from the sun.   

Vegetation 

Currently the site has some grass and small plants. That make the opportunity to 

design anywhere on the site.  
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Topography 

The slope of the site is about 6% to 7%. This slope is suitable for step 

construction. On Wakesiah Avenue, the ground floor of the proposed buildings 

will be used for commercial uses while first floor can be used for both live and 

work, as due to slope of the site the first floor of the buildings will be easy to 

access from the back side of the buildings.  

Present use 

 Presently the site is paved with asphalt and is used as car parking.  

7.3. Streetscape 

Laneways  

Wakesiah Ave will be a share road for vehicles and bikes. The bike lane will be 

marked with green colour to distinguish it between vehicular laneway and bike 

lane.  

Crosswalk 

The cross walk on Wakesiah Ave will be constructed with concrete block so that it 

prioritise pedestrians over vehicles.  
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Buildings 

Architecture of building, type of Material, Elements used in the buildings, and Colour 

of building 

Sidewalks 

Effective sidewalk 

Buffer zone: Benches, Street light, Bike racks, Bioswale, Trees 

Building frontage zone 

Bioswale 

Bioswale is used to collect particulates from stormwater runoff. Bioswale has 

plants and grasses which collect these articulate. These plants are selected according to 

site specifications. Bioswale has longitudinal slope which is less than 5%. “A typical 

swale has a bottom width at least two feet wide, and a length designed to 

accommodate the expected stormwater flows” (Lesley, Barbara & Dave, 2012. P.74). 
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8. Development concept 

8.1. Site Analysis 

 

For the site of the multicultural street I explored Potential Street in Nanaimo where I 

can apply my findings to create a vibrant multi-cultural streetscape and I determined 

that Vancouver Island University (VIU) Nanaimo campus offered a model community of 

diverse ethnicity (Figure 8.1.1).  

 Figure 8.1.1. Vancouver Island University (retrieved from Google) 
 
 

The number of international students studying at Vancouver Island University in 

2016/2017 is 14% of the total student population or approximately 2000 students are 

international (Figure 8.1.2).  
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Figure 8.1.2 demographic of students studying at Vancouver Island University  

 

Majority of the international students in Vancouver Island University are from Asia, in 

which the highest number of students (Figure 8.1.3) are from China, Japan and India 

(VIU official website).  
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Figure 8.1.3 demographic of International students studying at Vancouver Island University 

The most suitable site on the campus is the corner plot of Vancouver Island 

University along Wakesiah Avenue and Fifth Street (Figure 8.1.4). The site can be 

accessed both from Wakesiah Avenue and Fifth Street. The existing use of site is car 

parking for university student and is planned for future student housing. The 

topographic survey of plot is available on Nanaimo City official municipal website. 

Currently the nearest commercial center is University Village on Fifth Street which is 

about 800m away from Vancouver Island University (Figure 8.1.5).  
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Figure 8.1.4. Vancouver Island University (retrieved from ArcMap) 

 

Figure 8.1.5. Vancouver Island University (retrieved from Google) 
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The topographic survey (Figure 8.1.6) shows a great opportunity to build a three 

storey building with ground floor for commercial purposes and first and second floor 

can be used for residential purpose as student housing. Section “A” of the site suggests 

that student housing can be accessed from back side of the street (Figure 8.1.7). This 

way both the goal of a multicultural sociable street and student housing will be 

achieved. Currently there are no big trees on the site but only grass and a small tree. 

 
Figure 8.1.7 Section at “A” of the proposed site 
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Figure 8.1.6 Topographic survey of the site 

On east side of the site is ESSO Gas Station and Super Save Gas Station. On south 

side of the site lies a lot of Nanaimo Military camp which has one building on far side of 

the lot. On west side of the site is Navy League of Canada (Figure 8.1.7) 
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Figure 8.1.7. Contextual Analysis of the site  
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Services lines are present on both Fifth Street and Wakesiah Avenue that include 

sanitary, water, storm drainage, gas/electric, and cable lines. There is no building or 

other historic feature on the land which is needed to be preserved.  

8.2. Proposed Design 

From my study of case study and research about the sites, it is evident that there 

are some elements of the streetscape design that are copied from the actual cultural 

architecture of the place of origin to help create a sense of place. The first cultural 

element is the use of a gateway which is a symbolic entrance to the two Chinatowns 

that I studied. The gateway symbolically portrays the message of a specific cultural 

dominance. But, as a multicultural street, the gateway will be designed in a way that it 

represents all cultures. So for the purpose the gateway will have different colours to 

portray recognition of people from every ethnicity in the neighbourhood (Figure 8.2.1). 

This way both goals of symbolic gateway and representation of multiculturalism will be 

achieved. This gateway will be constructed on Wakesiah Ave near the intersection of 

Fourth Street and Wakesiah Ave, which is the symbolic entrance to the street from forth 

street and Wakesiah intersection. 

 On the other end of the street, instead of gateway the street symbolic entrance 

will have a cultural art of First Nations. Wakesiah historically belongs to Snuneymuxw 

First Nation’s people of Canada. The acceptance of their existence, and their right to the 

land recognition, will be illustrated by a sculpture. This way both the symbolic entrance 

to the street and the recognition of right of land to first nation will be achieved. 
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Historically visual and performing art was an important component of all first nations’ 

culture (Muckle, 2014. P.70). For the multicultural street the symbolic entrance will be 

Totem Pole art sculpture of the first Nation (Figure 8.2.2). 

 

Figure 8.2.1. The Colourful gateway for the multiculture street 
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Figure. 8.2.2 Totem poles in front of Shq'apthut gathering place Vancouver Island 
University 

 

Vancouver Island University is established on the traditional land of 

Snuneymuxw First Nation and to recognize their traditional right to the land totem Pole 

are been displayed on campus. These poles will be placed on the symbolic entrance of 

Wakesiah Avenue from the Fifth Street. It will be placed on both sides of the road so 

that they stand tall and can be seen from far down and up on the Fifth street and 

Wakesiah Avenue.   

The master plan illustrates the proposed development (Figure 8.2.3). it includes 

buildings, sidewalks, parking, roads, seating area (temporary road) bike lane, bioswale, 

crosswalk and vegetations.  
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Figure 8.2.3 Master plan of the proposed development 
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The seating area is a temporary road which will be used as a road in time of 

delivery of goods to the commercial centre in a specific time when it will not be used by 

public (Figure 8.2.4). And for the rest of the day it will be used as an open seating area 

for the use of people and businesses around (Figure 8.2.5).  

 

Figure 8.2.4. section of the open area when used as a temporary road 

 

 

Figure 8.2.5. Section of temporary road when used as an open seating area 
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The proposed street lay out for Wakesiah Ave includes sidewalks, parking for 

cars, laneways and building’s façade (Figure 8.2.6). The sidewalk area is divided into 

three main areas, the effective sidewalk, the buffer zone and frontage zone (Figure 

8.2.7).   

 

Figure 8.2.6. section of proposed development on Wakesiah Ave  

The effective sidewalk is the walking area that lies between the buffer zone and 

frontage zone. Effective sidewalk is used for pedestrian’s mobility only. Concrete blocks with 

design patterns are proposed material for the sidewalk. The surface made of the sidewalk will 

be non slippery and non bumpy so that wheel chair and foot walkers can have comfort while 

using it for mobility. 
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Figure 8.2.7. Proposed plan of Sidewalk zones  

 

The width of the effective side walk is kept seven feet. Two wheel chairs passing 

by each other needs 5 feet wide space. The extra two feet space is given for the rush 

hours as it is in the busy place of university and can have some busy hours during breaks 

between two classes, dinner time or any other events.  

The sidewalk buffer zone is the space between effective walking area and road 

laneway. It include, street furniture (seating), street light, bike rack, bioswale, curb, 

gutter (Figure 8.2.8). Every shop has two seating furniture which is sufficient for 10 

people. Also for every shop has three bike racks and each bike rack can accommodate 

two bikes.  
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Figure 8.2.8. Elevation of buffer zone elements (trees, Bike racks, Street light and seating 
furniture)  
 

Bike racks have bilingual signs on it (Figure 8.2.9). On top is English language so that 

everybody can understand what the purpose of the rack. The second language will be of the 

adjacent business owner’s cultural language. This will make a territory or a zone for the 

specific culture to call it their place. Another element in the Buffer zone is street lights. 

Street light is designed where the top of the lamp is kept reserved for a sculpture (Figure 

8.2.10). The same principle is applied to street lights, as the person who owns the business 

in the adjacent building will have the opportunity to put a sculpture of cultural importance 

on top of the lamp. The size of sculpture for the street lights will be kept same in the street 

to keep harmony in design. 
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Figure 8.2.9. Bike racks with bilingual signs   
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Figure 8.2.10. Street Light Pole  

 

Another element in the Buffer zone is street trees. The amount and type of the street trees 

will be decided by an expert according to the condition of the soil, type of plant, and the 

amount of spacing between two trees. The last thing in the sidewalk is bioswale (Figure 8.2.11).  
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Figure 8.2.11 Plan and sectional view or Bioswale 

 

Bioswale has grass planting or any other plants that is appropriate for filtering runoff water. 

The purpose of a Bioswale is to collect particulates from runoff water of the sidewalk and carry 
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it to a desired point. When water is filtered through the bioswale will flow down to 

underground water tank. The sand may be used as filter that sits on the bottom of the bioswale 

and treats water for further use. This water when treated will be used for irrigating plants in the 

street when needed. The runoff water of roads will be directed to storm water collecting drains. 

Water from the road needs proper treatment as it contains different chemicals that are hard to 

treat on site.  

Another area on sidewalk is the building frontage zone. That is the area of sidewalk adjacent 

to the building and will be used for goods display. Frontage zone is kept wider than normal to 

accommodate the display of goods. Frontage zone has a specified line that will restrict the 

business owners to display their goods beyond that line so that pedestrian mobility is not 

affected. 

The space between two sidewalk is the laneways and parking area. The laneway is consisted 

of two bike tracks, three car lanes and parking space for the street users. The street is designed 

in a way that it can accommodate more parking but I will keep less parking. The idea of less car 

parking is to encourage people to walk in the neighbourhood and only those who are have less 

time to walk can use car parking. This will increase the street surveillance and will make it safe 

to walk through.   
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Figure 8.2.12. A section of street layout showing the plan view of streetscape 

The architecture of the buildings needed to be in a context and transition of the 

neighbourhood. Context in a way that the overall design of the neighbourhood remains the 
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same and also the design goals are achieved. A very different structure or material can 

disturb overall context of the neighbourhood. This means I need to copy only those 

elements that can transition very well in the neighbourhood context and have importance 

enough to create sense of place. The architecture of the building overall should vary across 

the sites but to create design integrity, recessed balconies are used in most of the building 

and have cultural relation with different cultures. So I picked recessed balcony as an 

element of design for the Multiculture Corridor. These balconies were included so that the 

context of the neighbourhood buildings remains in harmony. Brick is widely used as a 

façade material of façade in most of the buildings in the studied sites. But in the context of 

Vancouver Island University and the neighbourhood around, buildings have modern 

materials for the façades, so the use of brick is not going to be appropriate. And the street 

will look like an alien in the neighbourhood. To make a proper transition to the Corridor the 

use of modern material is suitable. Buildings will be three storeys in height, of which ground 

floor will be used for commercial purposes and first and second storeys will be used for 

student housing.  The architecture of the buildings will vary but will have at least a floor or 

portion of floor reserved for balcony (Figure 8.2.13).  
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Figure 8.2.13  The perspective of a building having balconies sidewalk and laneways.   

 

Signboard in the street will be bilingual and will have cultural language of the businesses 

owner in addition to English language (Figure 8.2.14). The colour of the signboard will also 

be decided by the business owner. The reason of giving the right of calligraphy on 

signboards and bike racks, and the choosing of colour and sculpture to the business owner 

is that, all these embedded cultural values, which a person from the same culture knows 

well, reflect embedded known and expected cultural norms. This will make the sense of 

place and will make the uniqueness in the streetscape.  
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Figure 8.2.14 Front Elevation of proposed streetscape 
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9. Conclusion 

To conclude, the migration of people to other countries is a continuous process and is 

making ethnic mixed towns and cities. The engagement of immigrants is important both to 

make places great and help the economy of communities thrive. To involve them in the 

process, it is needed to make some spatial changes in ethnic mix community’s 

neighbourhood streetscape. These changes should be done in a way that it does not affect 

the context of the neighbourhood. These changes need to be done according to the 

element of placemaking. The existing streetscapes of cultures may not have the entire 

streetscape placemaking element but for future streetscapes it should be included. All of 

the discussed elements have different and important functions in the success of place.  The 

inclusion of cultural elements will increase the rate of success as space that creates an 

enduring sense of cultural inclusion. Their cultural elements will embed special meaning to 

people and have a sense of attachment which compels the desire group to visit the place 

again. There are lot of similarities in cultures which can make a sense of belonging for a 

specific group of ethnicity. The educational perspective of such places is that it makes 

people tolerate to differences and increase competition.  
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