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GARDENS YIELD BOUNTY 

Gwyneth Evans is heading to 
San Diego later this month to 
attend the 17th Annual 
International Conference of 
the Children's Literature 
Association (the major 
international association for 
the study of children's 
literature). Her paper was 
selected, in a competition, as 
one of those to be presented 
at the conference. It is a 
study of how three children's 
books, written over a period 
of 80 years, develop the idea 
of a secret garden created by 
a young girl as a way of both 
escaping from and reordering 
harsh experiences in the 
"outside" world. 

The books Gwyneth discussed 
are: F. H. Burnett's, The 
Secret Garden (1911); R. 
Godden's, An Episode of 
Sparrows (1955) and The Refuge 
by M. Hughes (1989 and set in 
Edmonton). "Hughes' novel 
puts an ironic, late 20th 
century, twist on some of the 
Secret Garden images, but all 
three novels affirm the vital 
importance of a human 
relationship with the natural 
environment," notes Gwyneth. 

The paper will be published in 
the Conference Proceedings. 
Gwyneth offers this passage: 

As Megalopolis spreads across 
the continents and the last of 
the earth's great forests fall 
under the axe, we know that we 

need these secret gardens, and 
need to open them to each 
other to ensure our own 
physical and spiritual 
survival. And we and our 
children need to read these 
books, and others like them, 
which affirm our relationship 
to Nature, both as individuals 
and as members of the human 
community. 

WOMEN IN LITERACY 

One of the events being 
organized by the Canadian 
Association for Adult 
Education at the Learneds 
Societies in Victoria will 
deal with the barriers facing 
women entering literacy 
programs. 

Members of the panel, which 
assembles June 2, 1990, 
10.30-Noon, are: 

Nathalie Griffon, Ottawa, Ont o 
Louise Messier, Ottawa, Onto 
Joy Suluk, Arctic College 
Helene Dallaire, Universite 

d'Ottawa, and, 
Evelyn Battell, Cowichan 

Campus, Malaspina College . 
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Quying A Computer? Want Some Help? 
. (ant Some Money?? 

If you are thinking about buying a personal 
computer, don't forget that employees of 
Malaspina College are eligible to borrow, inter
est free, up to a maximum of $2,500 (or 90% 
of the cost) towards the purchase of computer 
equipment. The loan can be deducted from your 
salary over a one year period. Once you have 
repaid the loan, you are eligible to borrow more! 
You need to select a system first, then fill out a 
form, and the College will issue you a cheque. See 
Maria Frost in the accounting department for 
details and the form. 

Plastic Shopping Bags 
- Safeway has 8 recycling bin. They will 
take any "soft" plastic shopping bags. ie. 
~oolco, Shopper's Drug Mart, Overwaitea, 
etc. as long as they are clean. OVerwaitea 
will have a similar bin soon. 
- Cowichan Yalley Basket Society, James 
Street. 

Maureen Pool and June 
Learmonth ... 

unless they find suitable 
accommodation! Maureen is 
looking for a 3 bedroom 
rental, and June a 2 bedroom 
rental. Pass on any likely 
rental leads to Maureen in 
student Services and June in 
the L.R.C. 


