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Celebrations will mark 1994/95 anniversary 
September 1994 will mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of 

first classes at Malaspina College Nanaimo campus, and 
a committee of enthusiastic present and retired staff aims to 
make the 94~5 year a memorable one. 

The frrst major event will be a two-day Open House at the 
Nanaimo campus Friday and Saturday October 14 and 15. 
Students from high schools throughout the region will be 
invited on the Friday, and Saturday will be open for the 
public. Meetings are being set up with departments on 
campus to coordinate efforts for displays and historical 
presentations for the Open House, and discussions have 
begun on a variety of special events to be held through the 

The anniversary year has an even wider context, in that it 
will mark 58 years since the founding of the Vocational 
Trades School in Nanaimo. VTS formally amalgamated with 
Malaspina in 1971. 

The Anniversary Committee, 
chaired by Director of 
Communications Marianne van 
Toor, includes representatives 
from a variety of academic and 
trades areas, plus delegates from 
the Student Society and the 
Malaspina Ambassadors. 

"The anniversary year gives us 
the occasion to re-connect with all 
the people who supported the 
college at its beginning, and to 
show what has been achieved over 
the years," Van Toor said. "The 
university-college has had a major 
role in many people's lives, and 
this is a significant opportunity to 
welcome friends and alumni in 
some celebration." 

Van Toor stresses that funding 
for anniversary year will be 
modest, and most events will be 
held on a cost-recovery basis. 

Anniversary Events 
Oct. 14,15 
1994 

May 1995-

Open House 
Nanaimo campus 

Grand Finale Party, 8eban Park 

Ideas? Volunteers? 
The Anniversary committee would like to 

hear ideas for the anniversary year. 
• What kind of events could be held? 
• If we had a time capsule to be opened at 

the 50th anniversary, what should be in it? 
• What should be in an anniversary history 

publication? 
• What special supporters should be invited 

or recognized? 
• Do you have nostalgia photos or mementos 

that could be used in displays? 
Please forward any and all ideas to 

Communications, local 8717 or 8754. 

year. Alumni and Ambassadors 
will be assisted in holding class 
reunions throughout the year. 

The committee is currently 
reviewing proposals for a special 
anniversary year logo which will 
be used on commemorative items 
to be produced for sale. 

Alumni calling in 
for reunions 
Malaspina alumni are calling in 

from all over after the 
launching of a Malaspina Friends 
and Alumni Register. 

In November classified ads 
were placed in community 
newspapers in B.C. and Alberta 
inviting alwnni to phone a 
direct-dial "hotline" in the 
Development and Alumni office. 
By Christmas approximately 250 
names had been registered by the 
Development and Alumni office. 
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Most calls had come from Nanaimo, reports Alwnni 
coordinator Roger Prior, but others had been received from 
the lower mainland, the interior and from Alberta. Many 
callers had been parents or relatives of past students, and 
through them alwnni as far away as New York and Europe 
have been traced. Prior is also assisting departments to 
contact alumni through trade and professional publications, 
and posters are also being sent out to major employers on 
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Mathman shows youngsters its fun to be nuts about numbers 
Reprinted/rom The Nanaimo Times 
by Corinne Jackson 

I didn't know that a lot of things in math are fun -
I thought it was all boring," says a grinning Kraig 

Cooper. Cooper, along with his fellow Grade 4 
classmates at Departure Bay Elementary, is learning 
arithmetic - but not the way you were taught. 

Once a month teacher Val Ursulak invites Dave 
Bigelow into her classroom and kids can never be 
sure what to expect At one point, Bigelow, 
coordinator of Malaspina University-College's 
mathematics department, showed up in a banana 
suit. 

However, one thing is for sure - the students 
know they're in for a treat. 

"Who'd like to come up and give me a hand?" 
Bigelow asks as he prepares for one of his magic tricks. 
Hands shoot up before he finishes his sentence and shrieks 
of glee explode from the group. 

Ursulak watches as her students stare wide-eyed as 
Bigelow takes over. 

"As a teacher, of course, I have to make sure they know 
all their basic stuff, but anything I can do to make that more 
enjoyable I'll do. Dave makes that easy," she says. 

"What he's trying to do is stimulate their imagination and 
understand that math is everywhere," Ursulak says. 

"When he came at Halloween he was showing them all 
sorts of card tricks and once again showed that it's not all 
magic - it has to do with math." 

But don't be fooled. The students aren't the only ones 
having fun. 

"We feed off each other," Bigelow admits after class. "I 
fmd a lot of people teach math and learn math by learning 

Dave Bigelow puts a novel twist on the fun-damenta/s 
of math for a Grade 4 pupil at Departure Bay 
Elementary. 

techniques for doing things. It's like following a recipe," he 
explains. "It has its place but I think its overused. I always 
encourage my students to not necessarily memorize 
formulas, but learn the reasons behind why things work, and 
then you don't really have to memorize a formula" 

Bigelow says that he realizes that a lot of parents fear 
math even though there's nothing to be fearful about. 

"You don't have to be a genius to do math. You just have 
to be interested," he says. "I hope they learn it's not 
something to fear. It's something to investigate and play 
with." 

CD technology expands horizons for Geography students 

John Fairfield introduced new CD Rom 
technology to his Geography students. 

A new CD Rom resource has expanded options for Third year Geography 
students. Acquisition of the new World Weather Disk for the Geography 
department's computer network now means students can spend time 
studying and interpreting data instead of searching through volumes of 
information. 

The World Weather Disk offers instant access to climatology data from 
3,265 weather stations and 5,717 airports around the world, plus climatic 
data from the U.S. 

Where previously students had to leaf through shelves of thick volumes, 
now the same information is immediately available at a keystroke. 

"It is a wonderful way to show the potential of computers and research to 
students who are not yet familiar with computers," explained instructor John 
Fairfield. "Students who are experienced with computers are able to expand 
their range immediately, and quickly resolve problems and answer 
questions." 

For example, by using the World Weather Disk students would be able to 
quickly access data that would help them explain why two weather stations 
on the same latitude have widely divergent temperature patterns. 

"It really lets them spend a lot more time interpreting instead of searching 
for information," Fairfield said. 



January 1994 Page 3 

Development news 
~~~~"""""=~==~ Surplus auction nets $6,000 

Fran Jones presents a cheque for $5, 000 to 
Development Director Ross Fraser and President Rich 
Johnston. 

$5,000 endowment will create 
two new scholarships 
Board Vice-Chair Fran Jones and her husband Randall 

kicked off the drive for the Scholarship Endowment 
Fund in a big way December 16. On behalf of their 
company, Windsor Plywood of ParksviUe-Qualicum, they 
presented a cheque for $5,000 to be endowed for student 
awards. The endowment qualifies for provincial matching 
grants which will mean at least two new annual scholarships 
for Malaspina students. 

Christmas spirit in the Physical Plant added to the 
Endowment Fund 

Plant crew add to Endowment 
with Christmas cheer 

The annual Physical Plant Christmas Party December 24 
put Christmas cheer to good use, and pumped $304 into the 
Student Endowment Fund. 

Thanks to supportive trades suppliers, the traditional 
door prize draw meant that everybody got a Christmas 
present. The SO/50 prize was $304, due to the energetic sales 
efforts of Dave Wadeson and crew for the previous month, 
with the other half going to the Scholarship Endowment 
Fund. Winner was Bonnie Kerr of Personnel. 

for Endowment Fund 
Housekeeping pays om The Scholarship Endowment 

Fund is $6,000 richer thanks to an innovative 
institutional tidy-up project by the Purchasing department at 
the Nanaimo campus. 

The old Welcome Centre and Advising department were 
filled wall-to-wall in December as surplus equipment was 
brought out of storage and put up for offer. Items included 
office furniture, outdated audio-visual, science and office 
administration machinery, cribs from the old Nanny 
program, surplus books from the library, a dentistry chair, an 
industrial washing machine and even a Roto Rooter and a 
snow 
blower 
[rom 
Physical 
Plant. 

With a 
lot of 
muscle 
power 
supplied 
by Wayne 
Hiles and 
the 
Facilities 
crew, Paul 
Farrow 
[rom the 
Warehouse, 

Purchasing, Physical Plant, Warehouse 
and Development staff made the first 

clean-out auction a success 

Purchasing Director Velma Hamilton and staff Pat 
MacPherson and Rusty Joerin inventoried, priced and staffed 
the area over a week of sales activity. 

Departments had first choice of the items at no charge, 
and Velma says it was very satisfying to see desks, chairs, 
book cases and chalk boards being recycled through the 
institution. Next, staff and students were able to make bids 
on the stocks remaining, foUowed by the public. The biggest 
ticket item to be sold was the Welcome Centre reception 
counter which was bought by a local man for his house. 

Library Director Catherine Whiteley reports that $500 
was raised for the endowment by sales of superceded and 
damaged books, and books that had been donated to the 
Library but were unsuitable for the collection. As a 
contribution to the Endowment Fund, the total $6,000 raised 
by the sale qualifies for equal matching funds from the 
provincial government. 

Mrs. Hamilton says that the surplus sale was also 
successful on returning value to the coUege from purchased 
equipment, and on recycling furniture and equipment for 
continuing use in other areas. She hopes to make the sale a 
regular event. 
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Early indications of success for Forestry's sludge project 
Early results from the Forestry depart

ment's recycling/fertilization pro
ject in the college forest are 
encouraging. 

In the summer of 1992, Malaspina 
worked with the Regional Districts of 
Nanaimo and Greater Vancouver to 
employ treated sewage sludge as a 
fertilizer in under-nourished areas of 
the college's 1,303 hectare forest. 
Using a special applicator vehicle, 
sludge diluted with lake water was 
sprayed on the lower branches and on 
ground around trees in 26 hectares of 
the forest. The project used the entire 
stockpile of Nanaimo district's treated 
sludge, plus more from the GVRD. 

One year later, trees in the 
demonstration plots are responding 
positively to the boost of nutrients 
provided by the sludge.Woodlands 
Manager Dave Smith reports that, while 
it's too early to detect increases in tree 
trunk diameter, needle growth has 
significantly improved in the first 
season after the project was completed. 

"The new needles that grew this 
spring were noticeably longer than 
those from previous years," he said. 
"The needle colour has also changed 
from a sickly, yellowish-green to a 
healthy bluish-green." 

Smith is confident that next spring, 
sludge-fertilized trees will show more 

Under-nourished Douglas Fir shows 
spectacular new growth after sludge 

fertilization. 

branches, more buds, and more needles 
than their unfertilized counterparts. 

The joint Malaspina/GVRD project 
was based on research by the 
Universities of B.C. and Seattle and 
was planned for two years before 
sludge was applied. It was conducted 
under Ministry of Environment 
regulations and included detailed 
environmental monitoring and public 
consultation. The sludge was analyzed 
before use, and ground and water 
samples taken before and after the 
app I ication. 

Water samples taken from creeks 
downstream of the demonstration plots 
showed no increase in 

nutrients or trace metals after the sludge 
application, and wildlife has returned to 
the area. 

The project, which was the flfSt of 
its kind in the province, was a learning 
experience for the team. 

"During the first few months after 
the application the application area 
certainly wasn't a pretty sight," 
commented Dave Duthie, Manager of 
the GVRD's sludge recycling program. 
"But it was only temporary. Sludge 
covering trees and lingering odours 
have no harmful environmental 
impacts, but they do get in the way of 
people's understanding of the benefits 
of sludge recycling." 

The unusually dry spring of 1993 
meant the sprayed sludge stayed on the 
trees longer than expected, and the 
branches of smaller, more sickly trees 
could not bear the weight of the sludge 
and broke off. However, by December 
the vigorous ground cover growth and 
fall rains have returned the sites to their 
natural state. 

"Our intention with this project was 
to demonstrate how a plentiful 
commodity like treated sewage sludge 
can be safely and effectively recycled," 
explained Smith. "It is encouraging to 
see indications of success already. " 

Alumni re-connect with Malaspina McLOTfO WINNERS 

Continuedfrom Page 1 
"We are getting the message out that 1994-95 is the 25th 

anniversary of the founding of the college, and we would 
like to have as many alumni as possible come back and 
visit," Prior said. "Many calls have been from people who 
want to meet up with their old classmates, but they also have 
strong feelings of affinity with Malaspina, and want to see 
what' s happened here since they attended. 

"We are hearing from some really interesting people, 
such as students from the Vocational School even before 
Malaspina started, and there are some fami lies with several 
generations of Malaspina alumni," he said. 

"There could be upwards of 10,000 people who would 
qualify as alumni, so this will be an ongoing process." 

This year there will also be a move to implant the "alumni 
attitude" in current students, and Prior will be working 
through the "Navigator" newspaper and with Registration 
staff to reach students before they graduate. An alumni 
newsletter is scheduled to be mailed OUl in March. 

Congratulations to the following winners of our 
bi-weekly fund raising lottery. 

November 19 - Heather Pastro. Education - $450 
December 3 - June learmonth. Library. 

Cowichan - $460 
December 17 - Brent Dunlop. Phys. Ed. - $460 
December 31 - Ron Bonham. English - $450 
January 14 - Unda Revere. Developmental Ed .• 

Cowichan - $460 
Staff may contribute to the Student Endowment 
Fund by purchasing single or multiple Sl 
chances in the lottery. through Payroll 
deductions. Contact your Payroll officer. 
Mclotto is drawn every payday. Half the total 
wager is awarded in prizemoney. and the other 
half is contributed to the Student Endowment 
and qualifies for equal matching from the 
Province. 
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New Deputy for Colleges in Ministry re-organization 
New minister Dan Miller has completed a reorganization of the Ministry of Skills, Training and La

bour, and several key appointments have been made. New Deputy Ministers have been appointed 
to head the two main divisions, with Garry Wouters replacing Gary Mullins as Deputy Minister for 
Skills and Training and Claude Heywood continuing as Deputy Minister of Labour. 

Mr. Wouters has a Master's in Education from University of Saskatchewan, and is a former high 
school teacher and principal who was associate deputy Minister of Continuing Education in 
Saskatchewan, and most recently has been working with the federal government in Alberta and Ontario 
on developing and implementing strategies for the transfer of federal programs to aboriginal 
governments. 

Garry Wouters 

He now assumes leadership for B.C. ' s post secondary education including universities, institutes and 
colleges, with Shell Harvey continuing as Assistant Deputy Minister of the Post Secondary Education 
division. Kelly-Ann Speck has been named ADM for the division of Skills Development which 
manages training and adjustment, vocational rehabilitation and apprenticeship. 

THE UNCLASSIFIEDS 

Security ID 
In the interests of security, Physical Plant staff and 

tradespeople doing work on the Nanaimo campus are now 
required to wear identification cards. If staff see anybody not 
showing proper identification who is handling equipment or 
claiming to be a tradesperson, please call Physical Plant 
directly at 8762. 

* 
o for Operator 

The automated answering service on the telephone 
system offers callers the option of selecting 0 for an 
alternate number if they get a recorded message. The 
desirable result of this option is that callers will be routed to 
an area secretary or somebody close to the person called. 
However you have to program in the alternate number or the 
call will revert to the main switchboard. It will relieve 
pressure on the Switchboard, and prevent confusion for 
callers, if this option could be generally used. For further 
information consult your Meridian Mail manual, or Physical 
Plant, local 8762. 

* 
Lost and Found 

Due to restricted storage space, Lost and Found items at 
the Nanaimo campus are now being held for one month 
only. To facilitate this, please forward found items promptly 
to the Switchboard, Building 200. 

* 
Snow Closure Pollcy 

Area Secretaries please note 
In the event of snow conditions which could constitute a 

safety hazard or restrict access to classes, the following 
policy will apply. 

The decision to close the campus will be made by the 
President for the Nanaimo campus, and at regional campuses 
by the campus Principals. The decision will be made as soon 
as campus and local road conditions dictate, and during 
normal weekday operations will be immediately 
communicated by telephone voice message to all staff. In 
Nanaimo the Communications department will phone each 

area secretary, and they are then required to ensure that all 
staff in their area are informed, and that classrooms are 
cleared before they leave their area. 

In the event of heavy snowfall overnight, the decision to 
close will be made before 5.30 a.m. and will be provided for 
broadcast to all regional radio stations. Updates will be 
provided to radio stations as soon as the closure is lifted. 
Recorded messages will be carried at main switchboard 
numbers. 

* 
First Aid 

First Aid attendants are on call for minor medical 
emergencies on the Nanaimo and Cowichan campuses. In 
Powell River and Parksville/Qualicum, first aid situations 
must be dealt with by the ambulance or hospital. In 
Cowichan, two First Aid attendants are on call by dialling 0 
for Reception. At the Nanaimo campus, if the incident 
requires immediate attention, call 2222 and give your 
location and the nature of the incident. Depending on the 
degree of emergency, the operator will despatch either the 
ambulance or the staff First Aid attendant. The First Aid 
attendant works out of the Warehouse, local 2365, on the 
ground floor of the Cafeteria building. Staff and students 
may attend there for Band Aids and general assistance. A 
separate First Aid room is available to the attendant if it is 
required, however this room is not staffed, and is not 
intended as a walk -in service centre. 

* 
cantng For Help 

At the Nanaimo campus, assistance is immediately 
available by dialling 2222. This connects with the college' s 
contracted security service, 24 hours per day. If you need 
fast response for a medical or security situation this is your 
quickest help call. The operator will despatch Physical Plant 
or the appropriate service. The Security number of753-3812 
listed on the inside cover of the internal phone book is the 
cellular phone carried by the after-hours guards. 
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Malaspina People 

The annual provincial conference of the B.c. Art 
Teachers' Association will be hosted at Malaspina's 
Nanaimo campus Feb. 17 to 19, thanks to efforts by Heather 
Pastro (Art Education), Robin Field, Iris Churcher, Rick 
Conroy, John Charnetski, 800il Ellins (Art), Mary 
O 'Neill (Library), Jim Montgomery and Bernie 
Krynowsky (Education). Artists and art educators Roy 
Vickers, Ted Harrison, Gordon Smith and Kit Grover 
will be keynote speakers. Up to 600 delegates are expected. 

* 
Philosophy instructors Bob Lane and Robert 

Pepper-Smith are working on plans for Malaspina to host a 
conference to review four new Acts which will affect health 
care delivery in B.C. The Acts introduce new aspects to the 
issues of patient consent and guardianship, and the 
conference would be of value to regional health care 
practitioners who would have to implement the legislation. 
The conference is planned for May. 

* 
Two Malaspina students were among 10 B.C. recipients 

of Scholarships from the Ministry recognizing the United 
Nations' International Year of the World's Indigenous 
Peoples. Jennifer Martin of Cowichan and Laura Recalma 
of Nanaimo won the $2,000 scholarships. 

* 
Students in the Horticulture Technician program are 

contributing in a material way to Malaspina campuses. 
Students at the Nanaimo campus broke into teams to design 
landscaping options for the areas between the Library and 
the Arts and Sciences building. Work will begin in the 
spring. In Cowichan, students have been working on 
landscaping around the campus buildings. 

* 
In Cowich~n, a $6,000 grant from the Canadian Museums 

Association enabled local students to assist with the 
interpretive displays at the B.C. Forest Museum. The 
students were overcoming learning disabilities through Kate 
Nonesuch's fundamental English classes, and assisted with 
recording oral histories with pioneers of the local logging 
industry, talking with loggers and their wives about the 
industry's earliest days. 

* 
President Rich Johnston will be one of the featured 

speakers at the winter conference of the Washington 
Community and Technical College Administrators in 
Olympia February 4. The theme of the conference is 
Alternative Funding for Colleges and President Johnston 
will presenting a Canadian case study on Making a 
University-College More Entrepreneurial. 

* 
Dr. Wayne Pealo, Physical Education, has accepted the 

offer of an Adjunct Professorship in the Faculty of Graduate 
Studies at University of Victoria. Wayne will be working 
with graduate and honours students on a three-year term. 

* 
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Santa took some supervising at the children's 
Christmas party, but Lucy Whittam was up to the job. 

Christmas thanks 
A special thank you to everyone involved with organizing 

and to those who made donations for the Children's 
Christmas Party on Sunday, December 12, 1993. By all re
ports it was a raging success. Thank you to Workplace 
Health Committee for initiating the idea; Jack Doan, Rolf 
Hesser and the Commercial Baking Students for the wonder
ful cookies; George Kelly's Education Students Kurt McBur
ney, Terri Lingren, Sri Hoheisel, Dave Standing and Shaun 
Weighill for organizing the games, singing and donating 
their time at a time of year when they should have been hit
ting the books; Jackie Leslie for her singing; David Bigelow 
for his magic Math show; Rich Johnston and Lucy Whittam 
for looking so nice in red; Donations from CUPE, BCGEU, 
MCFA, the President's office and Workplace Health Com
mittee ;The Bookstore for the use of their chair and donation 
of name tags ;The Physical Plant for being physical; Gymna
sium staff/faculty for being so helpful and accommodating 
(hope the floor is ok!) ;Mailroom staff for receiving Santa's 
mail; International Education for the cake; Community Edu
cation for donating coffee equipment and supplies, and to all 
the Parents/Grandparents/volunteers/face painters who of
fered to help, and especially to the children who made it all 
worthwhile. Hope you all have a Happy Holiday Season. 
Watch for photographs to be displayed, hopefully in the 
Royal Arbutus Room. 

From Lorrie Baildham, Alison 0' Beirne, George Kelly, 
Leslie Bajkov, Cindy MacLean, June Carlson and Judy 
Rippengale 

MAINLY MALASPINA 
Next edition - Feb. 15 

Copy deadline - Monday Feb. 4 
Deliver contributions by hand, FAX, mail, Email 

(address PRIOR) or pigeon post to 
Communications Department, 

Nanaimo campus. 
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