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MacBlo makes big donation to college 
$400,000 excavator 

for heavy duty 
operators, naecharrtcs 

A massive Hitachi track excavator is 
the latest addition to the college 

Trades· division's collection of training 
equipment, thanks to a generous dona
tion from MacMillan-Bloedel' s Franklin 
River division. 

The 1979 machine, with a spare en
gine and other parts, has a replacement 
value of $400,000, and is in operating 
condition. 

MacBlo made the donation as part 
of continuing support for Malaspina's 
heavy-duty equipment operators and 
mechanics programs. Many of the 
programs' graduates find employment 
with the company, and MacBlo's pro
gram of equipment donations ensures 
the trainees get experience with current 
machinery. 

''The Hitachi will give students valuable experience with 
machinery currently working in the forest industry," said 
Malaspina's director of trades programs Bob Alexander. 

He said that without the support of companies like Mac
Millan-Bloedel it would be difficult for colleges to provide 
the highly-priced machinery for students to work on. 
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Trades director Bob Alexander, left, accepts donation 
of the huge new addition to the college's heavy duty 

facilities from MacBlo Franklin River division's equip
ment manager Ron Young, watched by program coor

dinator Emil Sorensen and instructor Dan Lines. 

Also this year MacMillan-Bloedel's Northwest Bay 
division has donated a D8 Caterpillar bulldozer, a Kenworth 
off-road logging truck and five Poclain log loaders with 
spare parts. Value of the donations has been estimated at 
about $250,000. 

Roel Willekes, manager of Leemar Equipment Ltd. of 
Parksville, will be donating his time and expertise in provid
ing a tax assessment on the Hitachi for the college. 

H.A. Davis Trucking Ltd. is donating a lowbed truck and 
driver to bring all the equipment from Franklin River to the 
college. 
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2222 

New 
emergency 
number for 
24-hour 
first-aid, security 
on campus 

October 29 1990 

2222 is the new 24-hour number to 
remember for First Aid and emergen
cy calls on campus. Forget all other 
numbers. 

The new number has been intro
duced to tie in with the response sys
tem for the new emergency call boxes 
which have been installed on the 
Nanaimo campus. 

The 15 boxes were requested by the 
Working Group On Women's Issues 
and are now operative at strategic loca
tions around the campus. Anyone 
pressing a simple push button and 
speaking into a microphone will be in 
direct contact with a 24-hour security 
service contracted by the college. 

As expected, there has been a rash 
of prank calls on the emergency 
phones, resulting in a lot of wasted ef
fort for the First Aid and Physical 

Kenyan trip an eye-opener for 
college co-op study tour 
From John Olsen 

Mainly Malaspina 

Plant staff. They are hoping those 
responsible will soon tire of the novel
ty. 

A call to 2222 will also ring direct
ly through to the service. They will dis
patch an appropriate response, from 
fire, police or ambulance, to campus 
first aid or physical plant staff. 

First Aid attendant Bruce Law and 
physical plant staff are equipped with 
beepers and cellular phones, and are in 
direct contact with the security service. 

Administrative and other non-emer
gency calls for the First Aid attendant 
should still go to extension 2365. 

A bright red card is being circu
lated with the new emergency number 
and a suggested procedure for com
municating effectively with the 
security service. 

During the spring 1990 semester, the Business programs 
department took 12 students on a study tour to Kenya. 

Participation was open to any student of the college, with the 
emphasis on Third World economic development, internation
al trade and co-operatives. Of the 12 students selected for the 
eight-week trip, six came from business programs while the 
others were from various academic and career programs. 

time on the Indian Ocean beaches, we finally got our tour un
derway. 

Following an intense training and orientation program 
that had to fit into the students' study programs, the group 
flew via London to Nairobi, arriving at 5.30 a.m. on May 5. 

Within hours, one student and the instructor almost fell 
victim to a local Kenyan scam involving bogus police and 
another member of the group was mugged on the street. 

Except for a briefing session from the Canadian High 
Commission, in which we 
were belatedly warned 
about local con artists, all 
of our carefully-arranged 
orientation sessions were 
cancelled because the 
government liaison officer 
was seconded to other 
duties, supposedly only 
temporarily. 

During the two-week 
delay caused by this rever
sal, the instructor fell sick 
and one of the students 
contracted malaria. After 
surviving those disasters 

We visited 13 co-operatives in the populated southern 
part of Kenya and the Co-operative College of Kenya in the 
Nairobi suburb of Karen, named after Karen Blixen of "Out 
of Africa" fame. 

Aside from the main purpose of the trip, we also visited 
the Kenyan National Park near Nairobi, Lake Nakaru Game 
Reserve, and the famous Mountain Lodge on the western 
slopes of Mount Kenya. Part of the tour of the Lake Victoria 
region of western Kenya was cancelled when a second stu
dent came down with malaria, and we learned of a malaria . 
epidemic in the region. 

In spite of so many reversals in dealing with Third World 
bureaucracies, the 

and spending some idle Visiting rural Kenyan schools was part of the experience for students 

trip was deemed 
successful and 
Malaspina ad
ministrators are 
determined to try 
another such ven
ture. The students 
are currently as
sembling a video 
tape of the ex
perience and will 
be offering it to 
college students 
and the com
munity as soon as 
it is ready. 
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PROFILE 

Rod Church - exciting times 
ahead for team leader of B.C's 
first liberal studies degree 
planning for the ~ew Bac~elor of Arts in Liberal Studies 

degree program IS proceeding through the [mal administra
tive stages towards UVic senate approval, and then an impor
tant new era will begin for the college. For Dr. Rod Church, a 
team of six instructors and up to a hundred students, it could be 
the beginning of a memorable lifetime experience. 

Church is the Director Designate of the Multi-Discipli
nary Studies department, and for him the pioneering work 
has already started. Until the liberal arts program is formally 
accepted by UVic, hopefully in January, Church commutes 
every month to Malaspina from his present appointment as 
associate professor of politics at Brock University in St. 
Catherines, Ontario. 

Since his appointment as designate in August this year, 
Church has been involved in planning the new Arts and 
Sciences building which will house the program at 
Malaspina, preparing the curriculum, talking with faculty 
and planning the outreach to the prospective students. 

"For them I'm hoping it will be the most exciting two 
years of their lives," he said. "For the faculty and myself, it 
will be a fascinating and stimulating experience to start the 
program and bring it through its formative stages." 

Where other degrees specialize, Malaspina's two-year 
program will produce graduates in general liberal studies, 
who will be well-grounded in all the major foundations of 

western culture. They will then be equipped to go on to 
graduate schools and focus on business, education, law, art 
or science. Others may find the liberal arts degree an end in 
itself. 

Church says that research has shown that the traditional 
university education is less and less appropriate for many 
people, hence a program which integrates disciplines and 
teachers. 

"Team teaching could be most exciting for the faculty," 
said Church. "There's a really stimulating crackle in the at
mosphere as the group plans lectures and seminars, reviews 
progress and makes changes. 

"There's no danger of boredom in this kind of atmos
phere." 

He is hoping for a diverse and interesting group of 
pioneering students who will come out of the program confi
dent of their own abilities, with a respect for other points of 
view but with no two thinking the same. 

"This certainly won't be for everyone," said Church. "Stu
dents will have to think for themselves. They will have to be 
explorers. " 

Church believes the campus, with its many meeting 
points and interesting topography, will be a fertile environ
ment for the program. 

"Much of the development of ideas comes with discus
sion," he explained, "and while there will be a lot of that in 
the seminars and tutorials, I expect to see much discussion 
and debate outside. " 

Church sees Malaspina as a natural home for the new de
gree. He says that the traditional university structure with its 
departmental barriers, is not conducive to good under
graduate work. 

"You only have to look at universities to know that this 
kind of program couldn't work there," he said. 

"A lot of people appreciate that Malaspina is ready to do 
something different. This is an exciting departure, and if it 
works students will get a superior education. 

"We have an immensely rich culture, and we will have 
two years to explore all the best that has been thought, writ
ten, sung and painted." 

Church's own experience could be fairly described as 
"rich and varied." 

He has followed a personal and professional interest in 
Asian studies and culture since his B.A. with first class com
bined honours in Political Science and Asian Studies at 
U.B.C. in 1965. He has followed that with an M.A. in Politi
cal Science from Duke University with a thesis on Hill State 
Politics in Assam. His thesis for his Doctorate from Duke in 
1973 was on The Politics of Administration in Urban India. 

Since then Rod Church has completed other advanced 
education on full fellowships at the University of Michigan, 
Yale and the University of Pennsylvania. 

He has been on the editorial advisory board of Pacific Af
fairs since 1980, and has a long list of publishing credits. He 
has two major works in progress - a monograph on The 
Politics of Prohibition in India, and co-authorship of a 
textbook on Political Analysis. 
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DATEBOOK 

Thursday November 1 - Noon 
In the Board room 
Brown Bag Information Session. Malcolm Dunnett and Liz 
Hammond-Kaarremaa will discuss computer services at the 
college - hardware, software and long-range planning. 

Thursday Nov. 1 to Nov. 10 
Malaspina College Theatre 
"What The Butler Saw" by Joe Orton. 
Tickets $6 and $8. Info and reservations 755-8700 

Friday November 2,12.30 p.m. 
Royal Arbutus Room 
Lunchtime Seminar - Dr. Ken Lyall, James Clark Maxwell 
and the Cavendish Laboratory 

Saturday November 3 
Street Banner Auction at the Nanaimo Art Gallery 

Friday November 9, 12.30 p.m. 
Royal Arbutus Room 
Lunchtime Seminar - Dr. Steven Mainprize; Systematic Ef
fects of a New Penal Reform; the case of incorporating 
electronically monitored house arrest into corrections. 

Wednesday November 14, 12.30 p.m. 
College Theatre. Meet The Mayoralty candidates 
Pre-election meeting sponsored by M.C.F.A. and M.C.S.S. 
Candidates and questions. 

Saturday December 1 
Cowichan campus Christmas dinner and dance 
Quamichan Inn. From 6 p.m. 

Friday December 14 
Faculty and staff Christmas Dinner and Dance 
Nanaimo campus cafeteria. Tickets $15 per person, available 
from Diane Deyotte after Nov. 15. 

MALASPINA PEOPLE 

Ab, campus romance! Guests at John LePage's house 
October 19 arrived expecting the usual but found themselves 
witnesses to the culmination of a secret romance. With no 
prior indications, John and fellow LA habitue Pam 
Montgomery got hitched right there and then, to the amaze
ment and delight of the assembly. 

Congratulations to Dorthi Winner of Student Services on 
the birth of her baby boy, Liam Michael, 6 pounds 15 oun
ces, on October 6. Dorthi is on maternity leave to be fol
lowed by sabbatical. 

Also congratulations to Judy Morris of Hospitality 
programs and her family on the birth of a baby girl, Janelle, 
7 pounds 2 ounces, on Oct. 15. 

Welcome to the following new staff (since August): 
Liz Rock - Social Work 
Don Furnell - Special Aquaculture 
Brenda Sully - English 
Dr. David Bigelow - Mathematics 
Bill Stewart - Marketing 
Don Hinz - Quantitative Methods 
Don MacGregor - Project Manager, Parksville 
Maureen Thomas - Project Manager, First Nations 
Tony Bigras - Computer Support. 

Fine Arts coordinator John Charnetski was honoured 
with a full-page profile in his alma mater alumni magazine 
recently. John earned a B.Sc. and a B.Ed. at University of Al
berta, and then an M.F.A. at University of Washington. The 
U.of A. profile features photographs of his steel and 

ceramics works and lists the collections in which his art is in
cluded. 

Malaspina's first Development Officer Joy Leach is 
aiming for the mayor's chair in the upcoming Nanaimo civic 
elections. In Duncan, communications instructor Joyce 
Wells is a candidate for the North Cowichan council. 

Karen Aird from Student Awards has been named to the 
technical committee on provincial student services for the 
Ministry of Advanced Education, Training and 
Technology's student services branch. Not only that - Karen 
also won the $460 Scholars For Dollars draw on Oct. 12. 
Double congratulations, Karen! 

Jim Ayers, philosophy instructor in Cowichan, has 
responded to a serious housing shortage in the valley by in
itiating a housing corporation. Ayers said he was prompted 
to action by the number of his students who were struggling 
with their work because they had nowhere to live. Jim is 
now getting assistance in setting up his corporation from the 
Capital Region Housing Corporation in Victoria. 

Don't forget the switchboard when you circulate informa
tion about upcoming events. The ladies say they are some
times left out, with embarrassing results. 

Stay tuned for the possibility of a Happy Event in the 
Aquaculture department. Sturgeon-General David Lane and 
his crew have been doing a lot of pacing and muttering 
around the sturgeon tank, but the koi fish might not be the 
only coy fish soon. 
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Japan trip makes 
new contacts 

lege in Osaka, Hokusei College in Sap
poro, and Akita University. 

At Okayama Women's Junior Col
lege the group was included in celebra
tions for the opening of the college's 
new $5 million computer building, 
which was marked by a very moving 
Shinto ceremony. 

President Rich Johnston reports a 
very successful trip to Japan with 
board chairman Dr. Charles Ennals, 
their wives and director of internation
al education Pat Rowantree. The group 
were returning fonnal visits paid to 
Malaspina by sister colleges in Japan, 
and negotiating new contracts with 
them and with other colleges and 
universities. 

The tour also attended Canada Fairs 
in Tokyo, Osaka and Sapporo at which 
they met students considering 
Canadian colleges for language instroc
tion. The contact with Hokusei College 

was a frrst for Malaspina. Hokusei is a 
l03-year old Christian college with an 
enviable reputation in Japan, and talks 
were initiated on a possible relation
ship for language students. 

Rich says that the group was met 
with great kindness and hospitality 
everywhere they went. Some 
memorable moments include being 
welcomed with the singing of 

They visited Tamagawa Gakuen, 
Obirin College and Mejiro Gakuen in 
Tokyo, Okayama Women's Junior Col-

'0 Canada' by ex-Malaspina students 
at Tamagawa, where the group toured 
the university and saw preparations for 
the students' participation in National 
Sports Day. 

Rich also met his Rotary colleagues 
in Akita. He says the whole trip rein
forced for him the importance of inter
national education and business 
partnerships. 

THE UNCIASSIFIEDS 

College calendars of the 1989-90 vintage are now running 
out, but still in demand by Registration and Advising. If you 
have any stocks which you might not be needing, please for
ward them. The new Calendar is now in the making, and will 
be delivered at the end of January. 

As reported in the last MM issue, paper recycling has 
been introduced on all campuses, and in Nanaimo a bauery 
of bins has been procured with which to cart the paper away. 
However the contractor has advised organizer Jim Baxter 
that we are not getting as much back on the deal as we could. 
The problem is the frrst rule of re-cycling - Sort Your Gar
bage! Newsprint, computer paper and bond are all being 
mixed in together and the contractor has to pay staff to sort 
it, resulting in less return for the college. New signs have 
now been placed on most bins identifying the kind of paper 
to be recycled. Bins have been provided in Math/Chern, 
Physics, the Library, Print Shop, Vocational, Liberal Arts, 
Art, Admin and the Bookstore. Locked bins for confidential 
material for shredding are located in the Computer Centre. 

The Lost and Found is now located at the Switchboard in 
the Welcome Centre. Lost or mislaid items will be held there 
for six months. 

There is an impressively long list (52) of 1990 Long Ser
vice Awards to be handed out for this year, but bearing in 
mind the combination of climatic and logistical complica
tions at last year's event, organizers are planning to hold it in 
March at the Nanaimo Golf and Country Club. 

Faculty are reminded that Bursary applications for stu
dents are now available in the Financial Awards office, 
Building 12. If you have students who need to be en
couraged to apply, please do so. To be eligible, students 
have to be enrolled in at least 60 per cent of a full course 
load, with a minimum G.P.A. of 3.0 (C equivalent) and have 

fmancial need. Deadline for applications in November 30. 
Contact is Karen Aird, local 2292. 

Call it the Saddam Hussein Ripple Effect - in response to 
recent increases in gas and oil prices, kilometerage paid to 
employees on business travel has zoomed four cents to 30 
cents per kilometer as of Sept. 20. 

Smoke signal from the Switchboard: In response to an up
surge of calls to the switchboard for infonnation on internal 
numbers, the ladies beseech those who have already lost 
their new directories to call Physical Plant at 2492 and get 
another one. Traffic on the board is up considerably, and any 
reduction of internal info service would be appreciated. 

The new Power Sewing program invites staff to a sale of 
products they've made this fall. There will be beautiful 
100% heavy couon children's sweats in a variety of sizes, 
plus other equally wonderful products. Prices are unbeliev
able, quality even better! Sale will be Friday Nov. 30,9.30 
am. - 1.30 p.m. in Drama 101. Cash or personal cheque. 
Staff only. Inquiries to Kathleen Colclough, 755-2525. 

If you thought you saw a grizzly bear arriving on campus 
last week, you weren't seeing things. Mr. Frank Bajich has 
loaned the monster beast to the Environmental Sciences 
museum while he is building a new house, and curator Dave 
Kerridge exhorts all to visit while they can. Yes, the grizzly 
is stuffed and mounted. 
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