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Construction $$$ 
Malaspina College has 

received $875,000 from the 
Ministry of Advanced Educa
~ion and Job Training to make 
Improvements needed for third 
and fourth year university cour
ses. 

The funding is part of an ad
ditional $2.4 million split be
tween Malaspina, Okanagan, 
and Cariboo Colleges for degree 
pr.ograms offered in cooperation 
WIth the three B.C. universities 
as part of the Province's Acces s 
for All initiative. 

Malaspina's portion is being 
used to prepare building sites on 
campus for eight new class
rooms. and 17 faculty offices , 
replaCIng those in old huts and 
leased portables. Furniture for 
these new buildings is included. 
There will be improved access 
for disabled students, a 10,000 
square foot addition to the 
library, a biology preparation 
lab for the Nanaimo campus, ex
panded food services for the in
creased enrollment, computer 
labs for the. ~owichan campus, 
and for addmonal parking. 

The unexpected windfall in
cludes seed money for future 
permanent facilities to accom
~odate more four-year univer
SIty degree programs at 
~~laspina. The $875,000 grant 
IS In addition to the $1,575 ,330 
allocated to Malaspina earlier 
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this year for hiring staff and ac-
quiring new resources for the Disabled Enabled 
university courses. 

Computer 
Replacement 

The college's 10-year old 
mainframe VAX 11/780 com
puter is being replaced with a 
MicroV AX 3900. The $325,000 
purchase is part of a three
phased plan approved by the 
cO.llege board to update our 
agIng computer equipment. 

"Increased computerization 
~y departments like the registra
tIon centre, library, financial and 
personnel services has placed a 
heavy burden on our ·system," 
says computer centre director 
Malcolm Dunnett. "The new 
system will be more than 3 times 
as fast as the old mainframe and 
w~ll support 90 computer'ter
mInals. This will solve the lack 
of personal computer lines in the 
library, and data communica
tions to our regional campuses." 

Bursar Edwin Deas said the 
~ntire three-phased plan, totall
Ing about $1 million, will likely 
be spread over three or five 
years , depending on funding 
from the Ministry of Advanced 
Education and Job Training. 
Later, a second mainframe will 
be installed, a back-up power 
su~ply put in, and a high speed 
pnn ter purchased for the 
registration centre. 

This fall , disabled persons at 
two campuses will find im
proved access , thanks to a 
. $28,500 grant from the Ministry 
of Advanced Education and Job 
Training. A lift to be installed on 
the Nanaimo cafeteria handrail 
will allow wheelchair access to 
washrooms and food services 
and electronic door openers a~ 
the library and welcome centre 
will ease entry to those build
ings. As well, the lower floor of 
the Powell River campus will be 
fitted with a washroom for the 
disabled. The main campus will 
also .buy two print di spl ay 
machInes for visually impaired 
students . 

"These are tremendous im
provements, " said Anne Erick
son, our special needs counsel
lor. "The new lift gives students 
access food service at all hours 
and the new equipment will aiv~ 
~isually impaired people gre"'ater 
Independence. " 

Erickson said library users al
ready have access to a visual tek 
machine, but that the latest pur
chase will be located in the ac
cess centre where the public 
may use the equipment when it 
isn't in use by students. 

In addition to this govern
ment grant, the Malaspina Col
l~ge Student Society has as
SIsted those with physical 
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President's Message ________ _ 

Welcome back from your 
holidays and professional 
development leave. I wish all 
returning and new employees a 
productive and challenging fall 
term. 

We ' re looking forward to an 
exciting time at Malaspina, con
sidering our new and third-year 
university programs , and cam
pus expansion to accommodate 
future students. Planning of the 
new facilities begins in Septem
ber under a college board com
mittee composed of Fred 
Doupe, Joan Campbell, 
Edwin Deas, Gary Bauslaugh, 
and Charles Ennals and myself 
as ex-officios. The committee 
will review plans for expanding 
the number of classrooms, 
science labs, lab support, nurs
ing lab, library, bookstore, and 
student services centre. Plans 
also include additional faculty 
offices, meeting rooms, and 
storage space. Meeting dates for 
faculty, staff, and student input 
will be published in future edi
tions of Mainly Malaspina. 

We ' ve come a long way in 
just four months - the Duncan 
expansion will be complete by 

September 15th. The new build
ing adds 20,000 square feet to 
the existing 15,000 sq. ft. It's 
very user-friendly, with large 
classrooms, computer labs , and 
library. We've also added class
rooms and offices at the 
Nanaimo campus. Plans are 
finalized for additions to the 
aquaculture centre and biology 
labs. In all, this has been a very 
busy summer, and my thanks to 
everyone, especially Da ve 
Wadeson , who worked so hard 
and went without holidays to 
complete the projects. 

For myself, I took my first 
professional leave in 13 years at 
Malaspina, and attended two 
courses at VBC. These educa
tion courses were taught by 
profs John Dennison and John 
Niemi. Both men were excel
lent, and devoted to their stu
dents . I'd forgotten how esprir 
de corps develops in a class, and 
how important it is to have in
structors who understand adult 
learners ! I plan to take other 
courses this September toward a 
Master' degree in Higher 
Education. 

As we begin the fall term and 
our inaugural third-year 
academic program, I reiterate 
our college board's philosophy. 
They view this as a post-secon
dary institution which exists for 
the community it serves. 
Malaspina will continue to offer 
a wide range of vocational, adult . 
basic and special education, 
technical, career, upgrading, ap
prenticeship, community educa
tion, as well as academic cour
ses. All are important. 

In fact, I've been appointed to 
a committee serving the Mini-

ster of Advanced Education and 
Job Training, Stan Hagen. 

He'll be using our informa
tion and recommendations for a 
presentation to cabinet on a 
provincial skills development 
strategy. I'll be stressing our 
needs such as expanding work 
experience and cooperative 
education, improved curriculum 
and training aids, and profes
sional development for voca
tional instructors. The commit
tee will make its report in late 
September. 

"The ultimate goal of 
Malaspina College is to 
offer excellence in in
struction, learning en
vironment, service, and 
support to all our stu
dents." 

Malaspina College will also 
expand our on-the-job industrial 
and business training, our inter
national education program, and 
our community development 
role. The college will continue 
to be a centre for social and cul
tural events which will focus on 
art, music, and drama. First and 
foremost, we 're a community 
college which reflects the needs 
of the people in our region. The 
ultimate goal of Malaspina Col
lege is to offer excellence in in
struction, learning environment, 
service, and support to all our 
students. 

Please contact me if you have 
any questions. You may reach 
me at local 8710 from Septem
ber 5th onwards. 



People 
Avery's New Perspective 

He's back now, but in May 
Terry A very was in Grenada, 
West Indies. He wrote to Main
ly Malaspina from Grenada Na
tional College, where he helped 
set up electronic technician 
training in Malaspina's continu
ing international education 
program in that country. His let
ter is philosophical, and recom
mends the experience to anyone 
offered the opportunity: 

"I know that many of the con
cerns I held, and some I still hold 
at Malaspina, are totally insig
nificant. I appreciate that we are 
all citizens of the world, and that 
our individual attitudes and ac
tions ultimately affect each one 
of the rest of us. The world is a 
very small place. 

"Doing overseas work in 
countries like Grenada is much 
more than just going there and 
delivering courses. It is about 
openly caring, feeling a sense of 
responsibility, and just plain 
wanting to be of service." 

His vision is one we all could 
use when politics and problems 
seem to overwhelm our educa
tional efforts. 

Sally Sends Roses 

And when our own problems 
seem large, we need only look at 
the people who we're here to 
serve - students. Some of them 
make enormous efforts to gain 
education, and it's enormously 
gratifying to see them succeed. 
Especially when their apprecia
tion is expressed as nicely as in 
this poem sent to the scholarship 
and bursary committee: 

Life isn't easy, it's true, 

for a student and mother of two. 
While balancing roles, 
the eventual goals 

are exceedingly tough to pursue. 

At night, when I tuck the tots in bed; 

and term papers dance in my head, 
the toys on the floor, 

dirty dishes galore, 
and laundry, assail me instead. 

But somehow, by hook or by crook, 

by book after book after book, 
I'm steadfastly reaching 

my goal - that of teaching -
and life isn't all bad - just look! 

While I penny-pinched to afford 
the basics of gas, room, and board, 
the college committee 

stepped in and took pity, 
and gave me a gracious award! 

I'm terribly grateful - you see. 
You've proven to students like me; 

scholastic success 

can be gained with finesse, 
though you're head ofa fam 'lyofthree. 

Thank you! 
Sally de la Rosa 

Cookees Cut It Again 

College bakers can puff their 
chests as well as their pastries. 
Our staff won three medals in 
the 1989 Pacific Bakers Exposi
tion and competition held at the 
Vancouver Trade and Conven
tion Centre in May. 

Chefs took a silver medal in 
chocolate displays, and bronzes 
in both tortes and pastries. N eed
less to say, their cookies never 
crumble. 

Piece of Cake 

"It hasn't been a quiet sum
mer on the Cowichan campus," 
reports our Cowichan cor
respondent, Enise Olding. "The 
'old' building celebrated its 
second birthday on August 2nd, 
with champagne corks popping 
in competition to drilling and 
hammering on the new con
struction. " 

Those staff members still pos
sessing hearing gathered outside 
for a brief ceremony to mark the 
second year of occupation on 
campus. 

"Let them eat cake," declared 
director Linda Love. "Cham
pagne on the house," cried 
developer Gareth Hughes. 

Members of the local media 
were in attendance to record the 
event, and asked questions on 
progress of the new building. 
It's hard to believe the first 
building is now old, and the new 
building is almost to lock-up 
stage. 

Who Is This Guy? 

New employees may be as
king why the college has such a 
funny name, and why we have a 
long-haired hippy as our 
namesake. Alejandro Malaspina 
was born in 1754, as a Spaniard 
of Italian extraction. (Does 
anyone out there know whether . 
Malaspina means anything?) 

He carne to the Pacific 
Northwest with two ships on a 
political and scientific voyage in 
1791 and 1792 (over-wintering 
in what is now Mexico) . 
Malaspina visited Nootkaon the 
west coast of Vancouver Island, 



Captain Alejandro Malaspina 

where the Spanish had 
previousl y constructed a fort. 
He made a survey of the 
adjacent coast, and explored to 
the northern tip of the Island. 
Though his ships tried to enter 
the S trait ofJuan de Fuca several 
times , they were turned back by 
wind. Thus, despite local use of 
his name, and other Spanish 
names, Malaspina never saw the 
Gulf of Georgia or the native 
village which became N anaimo. 

Though his reports were ex
tremely detailed, and his 
analysis ahead of its time, 
Malaspina's voyage was con
sidered wasted by his superiors 
as they had given up this ter
ritory to the British during his 
absence. Recognition of his con
tribution was largely ignored 
until recent times. 

Malaspina College carries the 
name and high standards of this 
discoverer 200 years after his 
visit. We never knew him, but 
our attitudes of leadership, 
curiosity, and new-age thinking 
will bear us through the waters 
of change as safely as they 
guided Malaspina. 

Disabled (Cont'd from p.1) 

disabilities. They recently 
purchased a motorized scooter 
which is available on request at 
the welcome centre. They also 
aided in producing a handbook, 
I Get Around. It mentions 
accessible washrooms, reserved 
parking, and other special 
services. 

For instructors who have one 
of our 50 physically learning 
disabled students in their class, 
Anne Erickson will provide in
formation on dealing with their 
needs . S he maybe called at local 
517 . 

Note for Nooners 

Lunchtime is often too short 
to reach downtown banks or the 
credit union in Nanaimo. 
Employees are reminded that 
there ' s a "cash counter" in the 
cafeteria which accepts any 
VISA, Plus system, or Interac 
card. You don't need to have a 
Royal Bank account to use it. 

From Your Editor 

G'Day! This is your editor 
speaking. Mainly Malaspina is 
re su ming production this 
semester under new manage
ment, and this the first edition of 
what'll be a newsletter reaching 
you each Monday. With this 
more frequent pu blishing 
schedule, you'll be able to use 
Mainly Malaspina to advertise 
events, read news before it be
comes rumour, and keep current 
with college affairs. This publi
cation is intended to be a useful 
read to you. Over the next few 
issues you'll see a change in 
tone and design which I hope 

will be refreshing as well as in
teresting. Ideally, this sheet will 
satisfy your desire for detail , air 
your opinion, and gather your 
gOSS1p. 

Future stories will provide 
more hard news. There will be 
less trivia. Details on manage
ment decisions, policy changes, 
and events affecting your work 
will be seen here. They'll be 
contributed by President Rich 
Johnston, Director of Com
munications Marianne Ar
mishaw (my push), and myself, 
Tom Parkin. 

But your contributions are 
wanted as welL Anyone, on any 
campus, is welcome to contact 
me with ideas for stories, written 
contributions, and suggestions 
for change. Deadline for each 
issue is the previous Monday. 

For those with an opinion 
they wish to share , Mainly 
Malaspina is opening a column 
called Forum. Here , (within 
reasonable limitations), you 
may make constructive 
criticism, request support for a 
new idea, or infonn your col
leagues on matters not easily 
discussed in other ways. Think 
of it as a letter to the editor in 
your community newspaper. As 
with those publications , brevity 
is important, and Forum won't 
publish anonymous contribu
tions. 

Other departments will be 
Datebook, a schedule of upcom
ing events, and Marketplace, a 
section of classified advertising. 
Keep in touch! 

As you've read in other 
stories in this issue, the college 
is on a growth spurt, and there 
will be many changes around us 
this semester. I hope you'll like 
those found 1n Mainly 
Malaspina. 


