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BUDGET TAKING SHAPE BUT NOT FINALIZED 
MALASPINA COLLEGE'S 1983-84 budget is taking on a more 

definite shape - but too many unknowns, including the May 5 
election - mean that the budget will not be finalized until 
May 12. Even then, major factors affecting the budget will 
probably not be settled. 

At a special budget meeting Thursday, April 28, the College 
Board agreed to look at the idea of raising tuition fees for 
Academic-Technical and Vocational classes in the next draft 
of the budget. The 10 percent increase, from $250 a semester 
to $275 for Academic, and $50 a month to $55 for Vocational, 
will not be decided until May 12. 

The Board also decided that it would predict enrollment 
for next fall in the Academic division at almost as high a 
level as last year, when there was a 23 percent jump in full
time enrollment. 

A package to reduce administration costs was also presented 
to the Board, at an in-camera session before the open meeting, 
but that decision, too, will not be finalized until May 12. 

The changes in tuition and predicted student enrollment 
in the Academic-Technical division mean that the College can 
buy back some of the losses in sections predicted by the 
College's budget cut lists, said Bruce Fraser. Ten sections 
can be added back by the gains in earnings, including two 
Academic classes at regional campuses. In addition, the 
College would add extra sections to handle the increased 
students. 

Board Chairman Ted Stroyan said that the assumptions 
which have gone into the College's draft budget could change 
at any time. 

"We are in the middle of an election. 
which way the election goes, we will have 
Education and he or she may have a strong 
funding," he said. 

Regardless of 
a new Minister of 
influence on college 

Other outstanding items in the budget are salary costs, 
since the College is now bargaining with both the Faculty 
Association and the Canadian Union of Public Employees. 

Stroyan stressed that the budget assumption that there 
will be no increments and no salary increases was not a 
bargaining position, but simply a reference point for budget 
planning. 
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liThe bar gaining position of the Board will be made known 
at the bargain ing table, not through the budget," Stroyan said. 

Representat ives of both the Faculty Association and CUPE 
had questions and concerns about the budget at the meeting 
Thursday. 

Ross Fraser said that his group realized what a "truly 
awful, terribl e and interminable process" it had been to 
prepare the budget and congratulated College administration, 
particularly Bursar Mill Mills on the open budget process 
and documents . 

Fraser sa id that the MCFA's major concern was that highest 
priority be given to instructlon, and that his group was unhappy 
that money used to develop the College's entreprene urial 
activities were taken from the government's base allocation. 
He said that the College should, instead, raise funds for 
development activity. In addition, he expressed th e faculty's 
belief that planning to not pay increments was illegal. 

Heather Cooling expressed a similar concern about increments. 
She also ques t io ned plans to give two Bookstore employees 
l2-week layoff s, and was told that administrators would 
continue to work with Bookstore personnel to try to find ways 
to avoid the layoffs. 

The only area where it was recommended money be transferred 
from one department to the other was the Learning Resources 
Centre and the Computer Centre. Some $24,00 0 will be taken 
from the LRC budget to allow the Computer Centre to operate 
effectively. There will be no cuts in hours of service in the 
LRC because of the transfer. 

The budget will now go to its seventh, and possibly final, 
draft, showing the effects of the tuition increase, the increase 
in Academic enrollment and the transfer from the LRC to the 
Computer Cent re. 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 
FAMILIES ARE ENCOURAGED to take a night ou t next month 

to attend the eve ning performances of the ' Va ncouver Island 
Children's Arts Festival, May 16 to 20. 

On Monday, May 16, Pied Pear, consisting of professional 
entertainers Rick Scott and Joe Mock, who will also be 
performing during the daytime festival, will combine humor, 
songs and theatre with guitar, mandolin and dulcimer. 

Singer and guitarist Paul Hann may be heard on Tuesday, 
May 17, follo wed on Wednesday evening by La Ratatoui lle Theatre 
who will present "Batteries Included ll

, an exploration of the 
influence of computers and video games on children's lives. 

On Thursda y, May 19, Saltspring Island folk singer Valdy 
will be in conce rt. 

All performances will be held at the Theatre and have 
been set for 7 :00 p.m., early enough for families with younger 
children. 

The Children's Arts Festival is made possible through the 
financial as sistance of the Altrusa Club of Nanaimo. 

Tickets to all evening performances are $3 for adults, $1 
for children , and can be purchased from any memb er of the 
Madrona Society board of directors or at the Madrona Centre. 
Please call the Madrona Centre, local 424, for fur ther infor
mation. 


