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TIME RIPE TO ASK FOR MORE MONEY, BOARD DECIDES 

The Malaspina College Board has joined other colleges in the 
province in asking the provincial government for a restoration 
package to bring its budget up to last year's. 

The board, at its April 14 meeting, decided to write to 
Premier "Bill Bennett, asking for $533,900 to be restored to 
its operating grant for 1983-84. 

That would put Malaspina's $12.6 million operating grant back 
at the same level the college received in April of last year. 
The provincial government cut college budgets midway through 
1982 and has kept the grant at the reduced level for 1983-84. 

In addition, the board asked for restoration of $121,800 in 
operating capital funds that are used for the purchase of 
instructional equipment. 

The board also wants reassurance from the premier "that 
temporarily funded courses---which totalled more than $800,000 
in 1982-83---wi11 be at the same level in 1983-84. 

Bruce Fraser told the board that he understood that at least a 
dozen other colleges in the province had also decided the time 
was ripe to ask for a restoration package. 

"He're telling them that if they can find money for the school 
districts, they can find money for the co1leges," he said. 

Malaspina is faced with a reduced budget at a time when it is 
experiencing increased demand from the public, the board said. 

"At this time of recession in the provincial economy a great 
many people have been forced to accept unemployment as a way 
of life," the board wrote. 

"A large number of mid-Island citizens have chosen to use their 
time productively by returning to college. We are serving as 
the only constructive hope for a future career both for older 
people permanently displaced by industrial closures and for 

younger people whose initial traininq is more 
crucial than ever," the board said. " 



-2 -

" We are being for ced to limit the amount of educat ion to a 
publ i c who se need is de sperate,1I the letter conti nued. "We 
bel i,~~v~ thisp rov.inceshould pay at least as much a tten tion to 
,t h t,s p r 6 b..l.E m. ·a s h.d: s bee n p aid tot her est 0 rat ion f un d s to 
't h':e b' u d- get ' 0 f s c h 0 old i s't ric t s . " 
}o , ~; . '. I .f... .' 

BUDGfT PLANNING GOING AHEAD 

Meanwh i le, despite all the uncertainties surround ing t he final 
state of Malaspi na' s 1983-84 finances, the colle ge' s op en 
bud get i ng process is co ntinui ng. 

Budge t detail s were prese nt ed at the President's Adv is ory Council 
(PA.C) last . week , .and meetings have already been he l d in 
community e d~cation; academic-technical division and t he 
pres i dent and bursar's divisions. Meetings are schedul ed 
Thursday for the vo cational and student services di vi s i ons. 

, 
The co l lege board hopes to finalize the budget Thu rs uay, April 
28, after a college-wide meeting of PAC held in th e the atre 
Wedne s day, Apr il 27 at 3:30 p.m . 

Bruce Fraser sa id that he expects there will be so me specific 
recommend.ations to. tak'e to the board Thursday that will first 
be disc ussed at the Wednesday PAC meeting. Those reco mm endations 
would come out of the col~e meetings underway now, he said. 

Fraser pointed out that two major difficulti~s were facing the 
college in this year's budgeting process. 

The fact that · the budget has been opened up, with its previous 
watertight compartments now subject to debate means that the 
college has some hard decisions to make, he said. 

"It was hard enough to make priority lists within divisions," 
he ·said, ·· "but it is even harder to make value judgements 
comparing major areas of the college." 

Another major ·difficulty is that the college does not know the 
exa~t details of some budget components: capital f und s and 
salary costs , f or instance . Even the basic provinc ial grant 
is now ·thrown into question by the May 5 provincia l election. 

Fraser said t hat despite the uncertainty surrounding t he 
budget he thought it was important for the college co mmunity 
to be discussing the assumptions that went intb the budget, 
which now stands at draft six. 

IISharing the assumptions is really more important than sharing 
the numbers," he said. "Those assumptions, combined with the 
princip l es that were outlined last . July, constitute an open 
sort of plan ning." 

"It would be easy to conceal major principles in ~ f orest of 
numbe rs," he sa i d, but by publishing and debating the assumptions 
along wlth t he numbers, we know what we are planning to achieve." 
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APRIL 14 BOARD MEETING BRIEFS 

Meeting behind closed doors before its April 14 meeting, the 
college board decided to make a point of ending the probationary 
status of one of its employees: Board chairman Ted Stroyan 
told college president BRUCE FRASER that the board couldn't 
let the mandatory one-year probationary period pass unnoticed, 
and that the board had given him a unanimous vote of confidence 
in making his appointment permanent. 

The board heard that the planned student housing project was 
going ahead, and hopes are still high that the first unit will 
be ready for next fall. Western Student Housing, the private 
firm that will build the three 60-unit buildings on college 
property, is now making final arrangements before beginning 
construction. 

The board approved, at the request of the student government, 
a new way of charging student activity fees. The fee, at five 
percent of tuition, will now be automatically raised whenever 
tuition is raised. That means the fee now stands at $12.50 
a semester instead of the previous $12. Also, for the first 
time, part-time students in Nanaimo will be charged five percent 
activity fees. 

CUPE SPONSORING FOOD COLLECTION FOR UNEMPLOYED 

Malaspina's CUPE employees are sponsoring a college-wide 
food collection for the Unemployed Action Centre's food kitchen. 
Bruce Fraser has endorsed CUPE's Malaspina project, and the union 
reports that cartons have been placed in the Registration 
Centre, Bookstore, Humanities Area Centre, Social Science Area 
Centre, Vocational Office, Learning Resources Centre, Math/ 
Science Area Centre and Business Administration Area Centre. 

The soup kitchen is feeding about 70 .persons daily, and 
supplies are very low, CUPE says. They are asking for non
perishable donations of items that can be made into sandwiches 
or soups. If you prefer to make a cash donation, that would 
also be gratefully received. 

The cartons will be in place until next week, and CUPE is asking 
for a college -wide effort to make the project a success. 

WOMENS RESOURCE DROP-IN EVENINGS 

Next drop-in scheduled at the Women's Resource Centre is 
Auto and Garden Maintenance with Brian Page on Monday April 25 
at 7 p.m . Also planned is a workshop on self-esteem with 
Jeannette Matson, Tuesdays May 3-24, from 7 to 10 p.m. for a 
fee of $35 
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DAILY LUNCHEONS I N DISCOVERY ROOM 

The Di scovery Room wi 11 be offeri ng forma 1 1 uncheon's at 
reasonable prices starting Ap ri l 18 until May 6, fr om 11 :3 0 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. Monday to Fri da y . 

. Service will be provided by Waiter/Wa i tress students under 
the direction of instructor Go r don Joh nson. 

Reservat i ons are recommended; other ava il able spaces are 
on a first-come, first-serve ba sis. Please cal l Mary Chow for 
reservations (Local 295). 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 'DOC MOREY' 

The Social Science Depart ment, with the rest of the college, 
send cong~atulations to Lelia Morey who has s ~ c ces sfu lly 
completed . her Ph.D. with the University of Susse x in England. 
She will be tra velling to Sussex with he r family th i s summer 
to attend the offici al graduation ceremonies. 

MALASPINA PERSONNEL IN THE COMMUNITY 

The Nanaimo branch of the Canadian Mental Health Ass ociation 
has just elected its new board of directors • . The association 
has always had a large number of college people invo l ved. 
Robin Field has been re-e l ected as president; Heather Cooling 
will again sit as personnel commi ttee chai r woman and Carol 
Matthews will be an adviser to the board. Robin will also 
sit on the provincial board of CMHA for another term. 

TWO NIGHTS OF JAZZ 

The Malaspina Jazz Department will present two nights of stude nt 
recitals this week. Wednesday, April 20 will featDre vocal 
jazz and combos and Thursday, April 21 is bill ed as "Big Band 
Night." Admission is free for the recitals, wh ich a re scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m. in the theatre. 

JOB POSTINGS FROM OTHER COLLEGES 

Job postings available at the Welcome Centre for other coll eges 
include i nstructors in six new two-year technology pro grams 
at Kwantlen: business computer systems, e l ectr ical and 
electronic technologies require t hree instructors initi all y . 
Okanagan College has posted a position for a TRAC program 
coordinator. Copies of the postings are available a t the 
Welcome Centre . 

Other postings include three po sit i ons wit h the As sociation 
of Canadian Community Colleges, International Bu r eau, Willo wdale 
Ontario. These include Canadian Support Project Officer, 
Anglophone Africa Project Officer and Ameri cas Project Officer, 
all junior positions. Further deta ils may be obtained from th e 
office of the Dean of Instructio n, Community Educat·on. 


