
MAINLY MALASPINA 
Vol. 2, No. 24 15 February 1983 

f~INISTER GETS TASTE OF f'1ALASPINA-STYLE DEf10C RACY 
MINISTER OF EDUCATION BILL VANDER ZALM called it "Nanaimo 

democracy" as he eyed t he full house in the Malaspina College 
Theatre last Wednesday. 

"This is a uniq ue opportunity for me t o learn more about 
the College process, " the Minister said. "Normally when I 
meet with college boards, it's in the board rooms. I appreciate 
the democracy that exists here in Nanaimo." 

Vander Zalm was here for a meeting of the College Board, 
but the Board had decided to hold that session in public and to 
give representatives of the Col le ge's various constituencies 
the opportunity to question the Minister abou t t heir particular 
concerns. 

Vander Zalm told the audience that he was we ll aware of 
the pressures that have been put on colleges because of the 
Provincial restraint program. "If we can get by this year and 
perhaps the next, the things we hav e had to forego can be 
reinstated," the Minister said. 

Board Chairman Ted Stroyan told the Minister that the 
Malaspina Board was particularly concerned about the effect 
tl ie proposed five-year planning system will have on the 
college. (See also, story page 5.) 

"Budgets come and go, but a .five-year plan will not 
come and go," Stroyan said. He said major points that concerned 
the Board were the apparent desire of the Ministry to rem ove 
the colleges' ability to respond to the needs of the community 
and the apparent desire of the Ministry to increa se trades 
training at the colleges at the expense of other programs. 

Vander Zalm suggested that th e Board was re ading something 
in to what was still a draft do cu ment and said the document's 
emphasis on trades versus academic programs was written some 
time ago, when there was a surplus of space in universities. 

M.C.F.A. President Ross Fraser re ceive d enthusiastic support 
from the audience for his presentation and Mainly Malaspina 
is reprinting his remarks for those who may not have been at 
the meeting with the Minister. (See attachment) 
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BOARD EYES POHELL RIVER CAnpUS POSSIBILITIES 
AFTER SEVERAL FRUSTRATING YEARS of trying to obtain the 

Wi11ingdon Arena for a campus for Powell Rive ~, the College . 
Board is eyeing an alternate site in that community. 

The Board decided at its regular February meeting to ask 
staff to go ahead with negotiations for a lease for the Gordon 
Park Elementary School in Powell River, which is now vacant. 
At the same time, the Board has asked staff to negotiate with 
the Provincial Ministry of Education for the estimated $900,000 
that it would take to r enovate the school into a facility that 
could serve as the College' campus, complete with a TRAC facility 
for the Common Core. 

Board members emphasi ze d that they were not yet ready to 
totally give up on the option of the Wi11ingdon Arena. The 
Ministry has already approved $1.2 million for the acquisition 
of the arena, and renovation money to secure the building, 
but it would take an additional $1.4 million to get the arena 
into usable condition. 

The two sites are comparable i n size, and the lease on 
the Gordon Park School would cost only slightly more than the 
College is already payi ng in leases for classrooms scattered 
over 14 locations in Powell River. 

The Gordon Park School would giv~ the College a usable 
facility sooner, and at a lower initial cost, but the Wi11ingdon 
Arena would be owned by the College and may be potentially more 
desirable in the long term . Those are the various factors the 
Board will be weighing in the weeks to come, as negotiations 
for a new campus site proceed. 

Meanwhile, the Board has asked staff to draw up a proposal 
in response to a request by the Powell River School Board that 
a full program of university transfer courses be offered in 
that community next fall. Budgetary and other considerations 
will be investigated before the College decides what Powell 
River programs it might be able to offer. 

LAND BELONGS TO COLLEGE: STUDENT RESIDENCES CAN GO AHEAD 
MALASPINA COLLEGE NOW OWNS its entire campus, after 10 

years of drawn-out negotiations and legal stumbling blocks . 
The 108 acres of the upper campus, which was originally 

Department of Defence property, was transferred to the Province 
and now, finally, to the College. 

The .1ack of title to the property had been a stumbling 
block to the development of privately-owned student residences 
on the campus. Dean of Student Services Bob Young said that it 
now looks "99 percent sure" that the student residences will 
go ahead and that the first of three 60-unit buildings will be 
ready for this Septembe r . 

The developer, Weste r n Student Housing, could not go ahead 
with its financing arrangements until the College signed a 
lease . The College co uld not sign a lease until it had title 
to - the property . 

In a press releas e, the Pr ovincial Ministry of Lands, Parks 
and Housing valued the 108 ac r es t ransferred to the College at 
$2 million. The Col leg e has owned the Vocational campus 
property since 196 5 . 
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BOARD BRIEFS 
THE FIRST OFFICIAL MEETING of the 1983/84 College Boar d 

was held last We dnesday . New Board member is DOUG MCBRIDE, 
Nanaimo lawyer, who was app ointed to the post by the Province. 
His appoint ment brings the Board up to its full compl em ent of 
six Governme nt ap pointees and five scho ol district representatives. 
TED STROYAN was elected to his second one-year term as Board 
Chairman, and DON DUNCAN was named Vice-Chairman. 

Proposed changes to LAB FEES were withdr awn at the February 9 
Board meet ing. It was decided that the Board should address 
the question of changes in lab fees later, when it may be 
considering changes in tuition fees as well . Meanwhile, College 
publicatio ns will continue t o point out to prospective students 
that all fees are subject to chan ge. 

COMMU NITY EDUCAT I ON re ceived good ne ws in a letter to the 
College Board fro m Minis ter of Education Bill Vander Zalm. The 
Minister said that plans to cut Community Educ ation funding a 
further 38 pe r cent in the 1983/84 College budgets will not be 
carried out. He said that although no firm decision has yet 
been made, it is hoped that Community Education allocations will 
be at the same le vel as the 1982/8 3 budget, which represented 
a 27 percent cut for Co mmu nity Educa t ion at Mal aspina. 

Leaves recommendations for the M.C.F. A. were approved by 
the Board for the coming year. Leaves were approved for KEVIN 
ROBERTS, LOUIS NEERING, JUDY PALM, and TONY BANCROFT for the 
full year, and MARI~ GOMES, DAVID LANE, CHUC K and GER I REAMER 
for the Spring of '84. B.C . G. E.U. leave wa s app r oved for 
MARJORIE MCINTYRE, JOCELYNE HICKMAN, and PAT ROBINSON for May 
to July 1983. 

The next Board meeting has been resche dul ed to MARCH 3, 
to coincide with the visi t of the Academic Council to the campus. 

UNEMPLOYMENT PUTS HEAVY DEr1AND ON COWl CHAN SERVICES 
"THE DEMAND FOR COUNSELLING services from the Cowic han 

Campus conti nues to increase dramatically as unempl oyment levels 
rise," Dorthi Wi nne r told the Colleg e Board last Wednesday. 

She said tha t the peopl e of the Cowichan Vall ey are relying 
more hea vily than ever on all of the services th e Cow i chan Campus 
offers . 

"A 50 percent increase in enrollment i n our Ad ult Basic 
Education and Native Education programs is a good indication 
of the increased importance of educ ational poss ibi lit ies t o 
individua ls in the community ," she said. 

Amon g her recommendations to he Board were that Coll ege 
Foundat ions, B.T.S.D. level 4 and academic daytime program s be 
offered in Cowichan. She added th at th e develop me nt and 
implement ation of a five-year pla n of acad emic courses wou ld let 
the co mmuni ty know what to expect from year to year. 
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COOPERATIVE PLANNING TO i1EET COm-1UI\HTY NEEDS 
IN OTHER COW ICHAN CAMPUS news, the College has been talking 

to various community organizations about cooperation. 
Bruce Fraser and John Rostron met with the Community Centre 

Commission, a committee of the Regional District, recently to 
initiate discussions on cooperative planning. 

"At a time of economic restraint, mUlti-agency cooperation 
is one means of mee1:ing community needs," Rostron said. He 
said that the college is faced with increased demand in the 
Cowichan Valley and wanted to talk to the Commission about 
cooperation in the areas of facility use, joint recreation 
programs, avoiding duplication of services and shared cultural 
development. 

He noted that the College has a close association with the 
School District and would like to extend that cooperation to 
other agencies. A similar meeting has also been held with the 
Director of the Econom ic Development Commission. 

These discussions are similar to what is also happening in 
Powell River, Rostron noted. 

MECHANICS CLASS GRADUATION END OF 47-YEAR TRADITION 
IT WAS THE END OF A 47-year traditi on when 14 students 

were honored last Friday as graduates of the Auto Mechanics 
program . The new TRAC program, which is self-pa ced , means 
that students in that field will no longer be graduating as 
a class, says Wally Rasmus. 

Rasmus hasn't been involved in all 47 years of that 
tradition, but he does know a lot about it, since he investigated 
the history of trades training ay Malaspina for a special course 
project. 

The Mechanics program was start ed in 1936 by the Nanaimo 
Chamber of Commerce and Nana imo garage operator Jack Macready. 
Their Dominion-Provincial Youth Training School was housed in 
an old shed behind Quennell Element ary School, on the site of 
what is now the Franklyn Street Gymnasium. The school had an 
Automotive Mechanics and Building Construction program, and the 
Mechanics program has carried on ever since except for during 
World War II. 

As a sign of how things have changed, Rasmus noted, when 
a Heavy Duty Mechanics, Diesel and Mechanical Logging Methods 
program was set up at the school in 1948, the total cost of 
equipment was $23,000. "N ow it would take that much for one 
piece of equipment, " Rasmus said. 

WAITER/WAITRESS TRAINING INSTRUCTOR REQUIRED 
THE COWICHAN CAMPU S REQU IRES an instructor for a proposed 

two-week Waiter/Wai tr e ss Trainin g course scheduled to begin in 
mid-March. Applican ts should have experience in dining room/ 
restaurant management and shoul d be qualified to instruct as 
many as twen ty trainees in all aspects of customer service. 
Please call Dennis Okada, 748 - 2591, for furth er information. 
Applications and resumes ma y be submitted to Robert Thorburn, 
Campus Di rector , Cowicha n Campus, 256 Evans Street , Duncan, B.C. 
V9L lP8. 
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.WHAT' S A FIVE-YEAR PLAN? MINISTRY VERSION? MALASPINA VERSION? 
MALA SPINA, LIKE THE OTHER colleges and institutes in the 

Provi nce, is expecting to have to complete a fi ve-year plan 
for the Min istry of Education some time this year. 

The draft document outlining the re~uirements of the plan 
has alre ady gone out to the colleges, who were asked to respond 
by Feb ruary 15 with comments. 

The Malaspina College Board has told the Ministry tha t while 
it app rDve s of the idea of five-year planning, a number of the 
underly ing a ssumption on the Ministry's guideline to drawi ng up 
the fiv e-yea r plan are unacc ep t able to the College. 

The Board was par ticularly unh appy with what it sees as a 
preoccu pat ion with central planni ng at the cost of communi ty 
input ; overe mphasis on job training f or a narrow range of future 
job class ifications; a reduct ion in the comprehensi veness of 
colleges in favor of provinci al comprehensiveness; the equation 
of qual ity with job rele vance rather than fa culty excellence 
and prop er financi al su ppor t ; inability to predict manpower 
needs; and appare nt lack of faith in college boards. 

The Board's own Mission and Goals Statement is severely at 
odds with many of the Mi nistry's ~ission and Goals Statemen t in 
the pla nning document . The Ma laspina Board will have to decide 
how to deal with those diffe rences when the final Ministry 
docum ent is r eleas ed. 

I n the meantime , t he College is going ahead to plan how 
it will pre pare the fiv e-ye ar plan. 

It took Research Officer Sta n Fukawa 13 pages to describe 
how Ma laspina will draw up the 30-page plan, which wi ll include 
the Co llege Mission and Goals Statement; strategic fiv e-year 
plan with both base and altern ate goals; objectives and 
strate gies . Also required are 1983/84 and 198 4/ 85 operati onal 
plans and appendices which wil l contain an educational program 
plan, five-year budget plan, five-year facilitie s plan, and 
environ mental scan. 

Sound like a lot of work? Everyone who has had a lo ok at 
what drawin g up the plan inv olves agrees that it will be a 
staggering amoun t of work. For that rea son, the College Board 
has as ked for a delay in the deadline for the plan from J une 1, 
1983 to Au gust 1, 1983. 

The time chart for prepari ng the five-year pla n sugg ested by 
Fukawa will leave two months of College-wide review and public 
discu ssion of the plan, and subsequent revision. 

CALL FOR PRESENTERS 
TH E ASSOC IATION FOR CHILDHOOD Education Internat ional invites 

propo sal s sui tabl e for workshop s or presentations of resea rch 
lectu res/ papers for the 1984 A.C.E.I. Study Conferenc e set for 
June 22 - 25 at U.B.C. Topics include infan cy, early chil dhood, 
later ch ildhood, early adolescence, parenting, day care, t eacher 
educatio n, international/intercultural. 

Pa pers may be submitted to Joan M.A . Gideon, Conferen ce 
Directo r, 713-2016 Fullerton Avenue, North Vancouver, B.C. V7P 3E6 . 
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SATURDAY JAZZ DANCE 
THE MALASPINA COLL EGE DANCE Club is presenting Saturday 

Jazz Dance classes, sta r ting February 19. Beginner and 
Intermediate classes will be taught by Gisa Cole and Andrea 
Porter, formerly of Vancouver's Prism Dance. Classes, which 
will run for five weeks, will be held in the Franklyn Gym. 
Fee for the publ i c is $2 0 ; f or faculty, staff and students 
$10. Pre-register by cal lin g Trudy Sorensen at local 252. 

STUDENTS FOR PEACE CONFERENCE PLANNED 
THE MALA SPINA COL LEGE DISARMAMENT Group meets every 

Thursday at 12 : 30 p. m. in Humanities 102. Current topic of 
discussion is the planning of a conference for junior and 
senior high school students in the College region . The 
conferenc e is set fo r Saturday, March 26 and will feature 
speake rs an d film s . The theme of the conference will be 
Students f or Peace. Pl ease call Ardith Conlin, local 396, 
for further info rm~ ti o n . 

FACULTY/STAFF FITNESS PROGRAM 
DUE TO OVERWHE LMIN G I NT EREST the entire Gymnasium, 

including courts and fitn es s r oom, will now be reserved 
for faculty and s taff use every Wednesday from 12:00 to 
1 :30 p.m., startin g Wednesday , February 16. 

This extended ti me pe r iod will accommodate both academic 
and vocational personnel. The availability of the court areas 
on Wednesday will allow r ecre a t i onal participation in a 
variety of sports, such as bad ~i nton, volleyball and basket
ball. Call the Gymnasium , local 252, for further information. 

BLACK APPLES IN PRINT 
KEVIN ROBERTS' PLAY Black Apples will be published by 

W.C. Review Books of Si mon Fraser University in late February. 
The play is set in Nana im o dur ing the Coal Mine Strike and 
deals with two familie s caught in the struggle between capital 
and labour. It is to be a t extbook for undergraduate aDd graduate 
courses in English at S. F. U. 

WESTERN FUN NITE 
THE RESTAURANT AND FOOD SERVI CES Asso~iation of B.C., 

Upper Island Branch, will pres ent a Western Fun Nite with door 
prizes for best Wes te rn dr e ss on Sunday, February 20 in the 
Cafeteria. 

Tickets, at $10 pe r pe r son, may be purchased from Bert 
Kampers, lo cal 392, or Henr i Dane , local 455. 
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NEED ADVERTISING OR PUBLICITY? REMEMBER DEADLINES 
IF YOU HAVE AN UPCOMING COLLEGE event that needs t o be 

publi ci zed, Information Services would like to remind you of 
the dea dlines for advertising, press r eleases and Mainly 
Malas pina . Sometimes these rules can be ben t but with the 
extra -bus y time in Information Services presently , missing 
the dead line may mean that your event may not get t he pu blicity 
it de ser ves. 

Dea dlin es fo r advertisements ar e fi ve wo rki ng days for 
local ne wspapers and 10 working days for College Region papers. 
Reque s t for press release deadline is fi ve workin g days and the 
Mainl y Malaspina dead line is Thursdays at noo n. 

POETRY READING BY FRANK DAVEY 
CANADIA N POET FRANK DAVEY will be read ing f r om his works 

on Thursd ay , February 17 at 8:00 p.m. in L. R.C. 219. 
Dave y, who presently teaches Ca nadian Lit erature at Toronto's 

York Un iversi ty, is editor of Open Letter, a literary jo urnal, 
and se rves on the edito r ial board of Canada's most im port ant 
small press, Coach House. Davey was a lso editor of Tis h. "This 
magazi ne was, in many people's estimation, one of the most 
impo rtant magazines in Canada in the ear ly 1960 ' s ," s aid Morris 
Donal dson. Davey has lived in Vancouve r, Los Angeles, Victoria, 
Montr eal and Toronto and two of his books of poetry , The Scarred 
Hull and The Clallan, dea l with ships sinkin g off Vic toria. 

The readin g is free and sponsored by the Canad a Counc il. 

SPEC IAL EVENTS 
THIS WEE K'S SPECIAL EVENTS include a free noo n hour concert, 

poet ry readin g and lecture, a dance presentatio n , ex bib i tion and 
a fi lm. 

The noon hour concert wil l feature Bruce Claussen on 
class i cal guit ar on Wednesday, February 16 at 12: 30 p.m. in the 
Thea tr e. 

On Thurs day evening, Canadian poet Frank Dave y wil l be 
readi ng fro m his works at 8:00 p.m. in L.R .C. 219. 

On Friday, at 12:30 p.m., Dr . Jack Penfold of Nanaim o, will 
spea k in the Theatre on South Africa - A Persona l Viewp oint. 
Dr. Pe nfold was born and raise d in South Africa and has li ved 
in Na nai mo since 1978. 

Pa cific Ballet Theatre will be on the stage of th e Theatre 
Frida y evening at 8:00 p.m. This Vancouver based com pany 
maint ai ns a va ried repertory of traditi onal, classic al, neo
clas sic al and contemporary ballets . Tickets, $6 genera l and 
$4 stu den ts and seniors, may be re served by calling t he Theatre 
Box Off ice at 754 - 1021. 

On Sunda y evening, the classic al and experimenta1 f ilm series 
pres ent s a 1977 French movie, Provide nce, directed b~ Alai n Resnais. 
The f il m will be screened at 7:00 p.m. in the Theatr e an d tickets, 
$2 .5 0, may be purchased at the door. 

Th e Madro na Centre is featur ing What's In A Bo ok and 5 Port
foli os - 6 Artis ts, until February 28. 
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SPECIAL WORKS HOP DAYS 
COMMUNITY EDUCATION IS AGAIN present ing a Special Workshop 

Day, February 19, fr om 9 :00 a.m . to 4:00 p.m . 
Wo rkshops scheduled include Building Your Own Home, Fund

Raisin g and Grantsmanship, Home Financing, Indig o Dye, 
Introduction to Investment, Japanese Cooking, Knitting Machines, 
Picture Framing, Pottery: Throwing Lids, Public Speaking, 
Reception ist Training and Stress Manag ement. 

A si milar Day of Workshops is scheduled f or Saturday, 
March 19 and workshops for that day incl ude Assertiveness 
Trainin g, Family Roots , Hospitali ty Certificat e Course, Know 
Your VTR, Oriente er ing , Our Aging Parent s, Pottery: Throwing 
Clinic, Preparation for Needlework for Framing Fancy Fabric 
Frame s , Quilting, Seafood Cookery, Selecti ng a Fl eece, Using 
Carpent ry Tools, Women and Money, Women in Management and Beer 
Making at Home. 

Fee for the courses includes lunch . Please call Community 
Educat ion, local 477, fo r further informa tion, and register in 

· the Re gistratio n Ce ntre. 

WELL DONE , CHEFS: 
THE COOK TRAI NING DEPARTMENT partici pated in the Grand Salon 

Culi nai re, sponso red by the Victoria Acad em ie of Chef s de Cuisine 
held at the Empress Hotel on February 6, and cam e home with 

20 medals and seve n Best Overall trophies. 
Three instru ctors accompanied the students, winning several 

awa rds: Cas par 5euk won one gold, one silver and one Best Overall; 
Alex Rennie , two gold and one silver and George Wagne r, four 
gold and three best Overall. 

Awards for student entries were as foll ows: Marlene Loxton, 
one gold and one Best Overall; Max Pagani, one gold, two bronze 
and one Best Overall; Dale Southward, one bronze; Lee and 
Shi rley Mc Kainey, one silver; Sandra Jones, one si lver and one 
bronze ; Jerry Billings, one gold and one bronze, and David 
Shoenbo rn, one gold and one Best Overall. 

HEART CAMPA IGN COALESCING 
" T H I N GSA R E" bEG Ir~ N I N G TOT A K E s hap e ," say s D ale L 0 vic k , 

Chairma n of the Heart Campaign scheduled f or t he last two weeks 
in Februa ry . 

The Students' Council has offered its support , and two 
student s have vo l unt eered to coordinate a one-night . canvass by 
Colleg e students. 

"David Doyle and Nick Bateman are brig ht, energetic people," 
says Lovick, "and I'm conf ident they will succe ed in mounting 
a truly ef fective campaign." 

The plans hav e now been laid for a one-nigh t blitz, lasting 
for th ree hours between 7:00 and 10:00 p .m ., on the evening of 
Tuesday , Feb r uary 15. Ther e will then be a party for canvassers 
held in the S.A.B. 

Lov ic k is confident that stu dents from the College will do 
a good job, and says he hopes there wil l be "an arRty of student 
canvas sers on the job on Tuesday evening." 
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DIRECTOR OF TECH~OLOGICAL PROGRAMS REQUIRED 
KWANTL EN COLLEGE HAS RECEIVED approval to establish six 

new two-year technology programs over the next two years at 
their New ton Campus located in Surrey. Ant i c ip ated capa city 
will be 490' students enrolled in Business Compu t er System s . 
Elect rica l. Elec tronic. Chemical. Ci vil and 'Mech anical technologies. 
The maj or ob jective of all programs is to prep are student s for 
emp loyment in industry. 

R epo~~ing to the Vice-President. Ac ademic. t he Dir ector will 
be respo ns ible for the establishment and operati on of the se 
prog r ams. The Director will become an integ ral member of the 
col l ege man agement team and will recei ve fu ll su pport as the 
co lleg e exp ands its educational programm ing into t his ne w area. 

Resu mes should be forwarded by Februa ry 25. quoting Compo No. 
83 -003 to: Directo r of Personnel and Labou r Relat ions. Kw antlen 
Col leg e. P.O. Box 9030. Surrey. B.C. V3T 5H8. 

FOR YOUR ~IARY 
Unt il 

Feb . 
Feb . 1 6 

Feb. 1 7 

Fe b. 1 8 

Feb. 1 8 

Fe b. 1 9 

Feb . 20 

28 
Wha t's In A Bo ok and 5 Portfol ios - 6 Ar tist s. Madrona 
Centre. 
Free noon-hour concert: Bruc e Claus se n on clas sical 
guitar. Theatre. 12:30 p.m . 
Canadian poet Frank Davey wi ll read fr om his works. 
L. R.C. 219. 8:00 p.m. Free. 
Noon-h our lecture: Dr. Jack Pen fold on South Africa: 
A Personal Viewpoint. Theatre. 12:30 p.m . Fr ee. 
Pacif ic Ballet Theatre. Theatre. 8:00 p.m. Tick ets. 
$6/$4 at 754 - 1021. 
Community Education's Special Work shop Day. 9:0 0 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. 
Film Series: Providence . 1977. Fran ce. dire cted , by 
Alain Resnais. Theatre. 7:00 p.m . Ticket s. $2.5 0. 
at the door. 

: *****~***** * * ***** ** ** ******** ********************* ******** ********* **** *********~ 

'Main ly Malaspina' is published each Tuesday for the ent ir e 
Coll ege community. Copy deadline is Thursda y 12 noon . 
Enquiri es and contributions may be made to Mariann e Armis haw 
or Don na Rei mer. locals 456 or 217. 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUA RY 19 
8:00 P.M . 

THEATRE 

TICKETS 
$6/$4 

754 - 1021 



TEXT OF REMARKS DELIVERED TO BILL VANOER ZALM, MINISTER OF 
EDUCATIO N FOR BRITISH COLUMBIA, FEBRUARY 9 

"M r. Minister, I would like to say first that I am pleased 
to see you at Malaspina College this afternoon. Those of us 
who are involved in Malaspina and know the College believe it 
is one of the fi nest and most forward looking community colleges 
in Canada, and I am therefore confident that only positive 
results can come from your visit here. 

There are f our points that I would like to touch on in my 
comments today, and t o which I would be pleased to have you 
respo nd . 

1. The first concerns the comprehensiveness of the range 
of ser vices which Malaspina provides to this region. All of us 
at Malaspina feel a strong commitment to the principle of 
comprehensiveness, and we think there are clear indications that 
the community we serve supports this principle too. 

When th e people of this region voted in the mid-60's to 
establ ish this College, they voted for a concept of comprehensive
ness, for a broad range of new and~ until then, unavailable 
educational experiences. They have been using all of these 
educational opportunities by the thousands ever since. 

I would be happy, Mr. Minister, as I am sure many other 
people in this room would be too, to hear you confirm an ongoing 
commi tment to comprehensiveness - to courses which are specifically 
job or iented, career oriented, but also to interest groups, 
acade mic cou rses and all the other things this College has been 
doing to help people in this community to lead fuller lives. 

Planning documents recently released by your Ministry strongly 
imply that some of these programs and courses are not considered 
to be important by the government. I hope you can allay these 
fears. 

2. The second point I would like to touch on concerns the 
autonomy of the colleges and their relationship to the provincial 
govern me nt. 

The five-year planning documents published by Ministry 
officials in the last few months appear to many of us who have 
studied and analyzed them to be a blueprint for the virtual take
over of the colleges by the Ministry of Education. Our reading 
of the documents - and if our reading is mistaken we would like 
to be told so - tells us that officials in the Ministry will 
tell us in the future what services we are to provide and that 
the role of college boards will be reduced to determining how 
the se services will be delivered. 

This disturbs me deeply. We believe that decisions should 
be made locally, in the communities where their effects will be 
felt, by college boards who understand their communities and feel 
a direct resp onsibility to them. 

We understand that limits must be placed on how much money 
can be spent on education. But give us the money and let us 
dec i de how it can best be used to answer the needs of our various 
co mmunities. \ 

3. My third point, Mr. Minister, concerns the workloads 
of the people who work at Malaspina, and particularly the faculty 
members, because I understand that recently, on the Jack Webster 
Show , you aroused Mr. Webster's envy by indicating that college 
fa culty members work only 14 hours per week. 

. .. /2 
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I have worked at this college now for more than a decade 
and I can say in all honesty that I have seen commitment, 
dedication, and plain hard work which would satisfy the needs 
of any employer, public sector or private, hard nosed or soft. 
I have seen this commitment at all levels of staff, from 
secretaries to the president, and it is this effort which has 
made Malaspina the high-quality institution it is today. It 
is an institution of which I and all of my colleagues are proud. 
I think that you and the provincial government should be proud 
of it as well, Mr. Minister, and of its proven record of service 
to those training for jobs, to the senior citizens, the handicapped, 
to university-bound students, new immigrants, and more other 
categories of B.C. citizens than I can name in this short space. 

Can we have some assurance that you are aware of the 
commitment of the employees of this college and that you realize 
that the contact hours which faculty members spend teaching is 
only a fraction of the time they must spend if they are to do 
their job properly and give students the service they deserve? 

If I can offer an analogy, Mr. Minister, if the citizens of 
B.C. judged the MLA s of this province by the number of hours they 
spend each year in session in the Legislature, they might well 
wonder about their workloads. But I think the citizens. realize 
that there are many other duties - important and necessary ones -
which must be done. And thus it is with college instructors. 

4. The last point I would like to touch on, Mr. Minister, 
is the need for restraint and the setting of government priorities 
in this period of restraint. 

We understand that the government does not have access at 
this time to the same volume of funds it can tap into when the 
economy is more buoyant. We also realize that the setting of 
priorities is more difficult in an economic downturn. 

What I would like to say, nevertheless, is that any serious 
underfunding of colleges at this juncture would be one of the worst 
judgments the govermment could make. I am sure you have seen the 
enrolment statistics which indicate the greatly increased demand 
for our services this year. We must have the resources to meet 
the educational needs of all of these people who are turning to 
us. The open door policy-of the community college has greatly 
increased access to post-secondary education in B.C., and we 
must not turn the clock back by shutting that door. You are 
our Minister, Mr. Vander Zalm, and we expect you to go to bat 
for the colleges at Treasury Board and get the funds we need to 
serve the people who come to us . 

We hear so much discussion about the need for B.C. or Canada 
to be competitive with other countries. The best guarantee that 
we can hold our place in a competitive world is a well-educated 
and highly trained population. 

Many people today are unemployed. Many, because of changing 
realities, will never get the same jobs again. We must be very 
careful not to deny them the education they need at this juncture, 
not to say to any person, "There's no job out there for you, but 
you can't go to college either," If we do that we will be a 
desperately poor society indeed, on the long slide downhill, and 
we will have denied a generation of young people the means to 
a fuller life. 
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I will conclude at this point, Mr. Minister. As Minister 
of Education, you are the person who has to do battle in 
Treasury Board and Cabinet to get us the funds we need to do 
our jobs in this community. Malaspina College has wide support 
in this region; it has earned that support by doing a damn good 
job for over a decade. We need your full support, in government 
and in public, to keep on serving our community. On behalf of 
the staff of the college, I ask for your help in getting through 
this difficult period of restraint without dosmantling or tearing 
down a college which has served people as well as Malaspins has. 

Ross Fraser 
President 
Malaspina College Faculty Association 


