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WE UNDER WAY 
THE THEATRE DEPARTMErlT HAS s tarted rehearsal s to bri ng 

a pa rt of Nanaimo's history to local a udiences. 
We To o, Chronicle of the Coal Tyee, will be staged 

March 25 to April 3. It features an original script, original 
musi c a nd centres on a turbulent period in Nanaimo's history -
the struggl e of th e coal miners from 1909 to 1938 to organize 
a union . 

The play had its beginning a number of years ago, when 
the Coa l Tyee Society sponsored the recording of the oral 
history of the coal mini ng period. At that time, the Theatre 
Depa rtment bec ame interested in commiss i oning an original 
script from the tape r ecordings. 

The play was wr itten through a combined effort of the Coal 
Tyee group, wh ich ob ta ined New Horizon funds, the Nanaimo 
Histo rical Society and the Theatre Department, which committed 
i tse lf to produc in g the play . Jeremy Long, at that time a 
Thea tre instructor, took on the job of writing the script. 

Tony Ban cro ft, wh o is di rect or of We Too, said that he 
has a l ways felt it was the College's mandate to provide theatre 
that was re levant to t he community . "I think it's really 
im por t an t for theatre to put people in touch with their own 
backg r ound. This is indigenous, or gra ss roots, theatre at its 
best, " he sai d . 

Nanaimo i s es pe cially rich i n historical material, Bancroft 
said, and he sees We Too as "just a be gin ning " of plays based 
on Nana im o hi story. 

The work on t he script has proceeded slowly, partly because 
of the "enormous task" of wading throug h hours of tape-recorded 
intervi ews. The play was originally planned for the spring of 
1981, but t hose in vol ved re alize d in 1980 that the work would not 
be don e in t i me. 

Bancroft said t hat he always envisioned the playas having 
music , but th a t it will not be a musical in the true sense of 
the wor d. "Actors are not going to stop what they are doing 
and bre ak int o song ... I would call it a dramatic play with 
a musical under scor e and occasional songs that fit into the 
conte xt of the play." 

The mus i c is being written by J. Douglas Dodd, who is a 
free-lan ce writer f rom Vancouver with extensive experience in 
both t heatre and fi lm work. 

Bancroft and the 20 actors in the play are now rehearsing 
second dr aft of the script, 'but it is still changing . 
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"The script is evolvin g as we do our casting, costume 
designing and planning the set," Bancroft said. "This is 
part of the excitement of the whole process of producing an 
original play." 

-

Bancroft said that while the evolving script gives actors 
and the director more heada c hes, it also gives them more options. 
"This is theatre about this community. ~Jhen we are doing 
British comedy or American drama, we are always trying to 
find proper accents, attitudes and so forth. But because 
this is about this community, it is a lot easier for the 
actors to relate to the play." 

Neil Rutherford is designing the set, which will recreate 
a coal mine shaft on stage . The set will use large, heavy 
beams and feature a number of acting areas and levels. Lighting 
will be an important part of the set, to create the atmosphere 
of the mine, and a sound-scape will help create the sounds of 
a coal mine. 

"This history of coal mining has always been a history of 
dangerous work, but the men seemed to love it - it was womb-like 
in the mine," Bancroft said. 

The play begins in 1909, with the explosion at the Extension 
mine that killed 33 miners, and covers the Great Strike of 
1912 to 1914, including the imposition of martial law in 1913. 
Also covered are the Protection Mine cage disaster in 1916 that 
killed 16 men and the colorful character Ginger Goodwin, a 
union organizer who worked in Nanaimo and was murdered in 
Cumberland in 1917 because of his activities. 

Matthew Walker, a profe ssional actor from Vancouver, 
will take the main role - th at of an old-timer who leads the 
audience through the play. The remainder of the cast will be 
mostly Theatre students, with several local actors and 
musicians. 

The name of the play, We Too, is taken from the clandestine 
publication the miners put out for three years around 1935. 
"The mine rs had a lon g, hard struggle that ran through the 
Depression, to fo rm their own union to improve safety conditions. 
The irony is that by the t ime they were successful, coal mining 
was already well past its peak ... If you have seen a map of 
whay is under Nanaimo , yo u know this whole town is sitting on top 
of empty mine shafts and the ghosts of the people who worked in 
them," said Bancroft. 

CERAMIC SCULPTURES AT MADRONA 
AN EXHiBITION OF CLAY sculptures by Victoria artist Neil 

Dalrymp le is currently on display at the Madrona Exhibition 
Centre and will continue unti'l March 14. 

Dalrymple transforms clay into imaginary landscapes with 
forests, human figures, and fantasy scenes. The materials for his 
forms and inspiration are gleaned from trips to the mountains and 
days spent along the river fishing. The current theme of his 
work are dragons, huma n figures and sa1monoid forms. 
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, S IENTIFIC'· CREATIONISM: WHO NEEDS IT? 
SHOULD CREATIONISM BE TAUGHT in highsch ool Biology courses? 

This ques tion will be the subject of a f ree pub lic le ctu re on 
Tuesd ay , March 2, at 12 : 30 p.m . in the Theatr e . 

Keith Lindsay, a graduat e student in t he Ecology Department 
at U.B.C. and a member of CAUS E (Commit tee Against Undermining 
Scien ce Education), will address the questio ns whether Creationism 
is a scien tific theory or a matter of reli gious belief, and 
whe ther i t properly belongs in a sceince course or a religious 
st udies course. 

CAU SE was fo unde d recently in Vanco uver by a group of people 
in the Biology, Zoology and Eco logy Departme nts at U.B.C. and 
Simon Fraser Unive rsity . 

The lecture is sponsored by the Philoso phy Club. "We are 
lookin g forwar d to sponsoring an event of suc h interest in Nanaimo," 
said Cl ub President And re Dentoom. 

Further information may be obtained from Dale Beyerstein 
at lo cal 416. 

DINNER GASTRONOMIQUE 
TH E ANNUAL DINNER GASTRO NOM IQUE stage d by th e Hotel and 

Restau rant Management studen ts has been set for March 2 and will 
fea ture a Russian theme. 

Thi s year's dinner is entitled "Le Printemps a' St . Petersbourg" 
an d rec reates a ba ll room setting in a fictional czar's palace at 
th e tur n of the century. 

The menu feat ures such culinary delights as caviar, champagne, 
and pheasant souvaroff, ac companied by Crozes-Hermitage 1978. 

WELDING PROGRAM FOR· EX-MILL WORKERS 
CO OPERATION OF INDU ST RY , UNIONS, and government has resulted 

in a ret raining program for some of th e wor kers who lost their 
jobs when the We stern Forest Products In dus tr ies sa wmill at 
Honey moon Ba y clos ed last December . 

Ab ou t 18 workers st arted a seven - mont h Welding program on 
Monda y, Feb r uary 22, in the no w-closed mil l . Rich Johnston said 
that there is a possibility a second shift of Welding and a 
General Me chanic pro gram wi ll also be offe r ed to the former Honey
moon Bay wo rkers. 

Getting the program underway was a joint effort among the 
Inte r nat i on a l Wood wo rkers of Am e r ica, Western Forest Industries, 
Mini s try of Labour, Ministry of Ed uc ation , Can ada Employment and 
Immi gra tion Commission a nd Malaspi na College. 

The Min is try of Edu ca tion provided RA C fu nds for the program 
and We stern Forest Products supplied the old sawmill to house the 
cour s e. Equipment being used belong s to Western Forest Products 
and t he Col l ege. Another forest compa ny had a hand in providing 
the instru ctor for the cou r se. Ed Ryzak is on a leave of absence 
from his job at B.C . Forest Products Crofton pu l p mill while he 
teache s the Welding prog ram. Ryza k, who has many years' experience 
in we ld ing, has previously taught night sc ho ol we l di ng classes. 
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John st on said that a l thou gh the suggestion had been made 
that the Honeymoon Ba y mill be used as a permanent vocational 
training facility, these progra ms would probably be a one-time 
offering, and open only to ex-employees of the mill. 

CLASSICAL RECITAL 
THE CLASSICAL MUSI C STUDENTS will hold a noon-hour piano 

recital on Monday, March 15, at 12:30 p.m. in the Choral Room. 
Works by Mozart, Brahms, Chopin and Debussy will be performed. 

DIRECTOR, COMPUTING . CENTRE 
APPLICA TIONS ARE INVITED FO R the position of Director, 

Computing Science. The Director, working closely with users to 
meet administrative and instructi onal requirements, will be 
required to manage the Computer Centre; to direct and assist 
in systems developmen t , maintenan ce, operation, production; 
development of new instructional programs; negotiations of 
outside contracts as well as planning for development and growth 
of compu ti ng science at Malaspina. 

A Mas ter ' s Degree in Computing Science, or equivalent 
computer-rela ted experience , plus five years of data processing 
and proven supervisory mana gement essential. Teaching experience 
and da tab ase systems exposu re desi rable. 

Please submit resume and at least two letters of reference 
to the Directo r of Personnel . 

WORKSHOP ON WILLS 
THE WOMEN'S RESOUR CE CE NTRE is hostin g a workshop on Wills 

on Wednesda y, March 10 and 17, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Workshop lead e r Ru th Taylor will focus on wills during the 

first ses sio n , while the se cond se ssion will deal with probate 
and administ ration. 

The fee is $5 and pre- r egistration is necessary at least three 
days prior to the workshop starting date . 

Please call 753 - 5921 for further information. 

LAW AND COMMON-LAW RELATIONSHIPS 
AS COMMON-LAW RELATIONSHIPS are becoming more prevalent, 

knowledge about legal protection, child support, inheritance and 
division of property is vital. 

The Women's Resource Centre's Wednesday noon-hour series 
will present local 1aywer Ruth Taylor, who will talk about the 
law and common-law relationships. 

Interested women are invi ted to drop by the Centre at 285 
Prideaux Street on Wednesda y, March 3 at noon,to participate in 
the discussion . 

Call 753 - 5921 for further information. 
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FINANCIAL AID CLOSED ' 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE Financia l A~d ' dffice will be closed 

on Friday, March 5. 

ANNUAL ALUMNI HOCKEY . GAME 
THE ANNUAL ALUMNI HOCK EY GAME wil l take place on Saturday, 

March 6, at 7:38 at Ueban Park. 
Players from the 1971/72 Mid Island Hockey League Champion

ship team, the 1972/73 Gold Medal winners at the B.C. Festival of 
Sports and many others from years between 1973 and the present, 
will take part in the game. All players are current and former 
College students who would appreciate the support of students and 
faculty. ' . 

A get-together is planned after the game, to renew acquaintances. 
Admission is $1.00 for adults and 75¢ for children and seniors. 
Support this annual College event on Saturday · evening . 

ENERGY . AWARENESS WEEK 
ENERGY, CONSERVATION AND alternatives will be the focus of 

lectures and displays on campus, during the week of March 8 to 12. 
Energy Systems Technology students, N.I.D.E.A., S.P.E.C., the 

Volunteer Centre , and the Wome n's Resour ce Centre are jointly 
sponsoring the Energy Awareness Week, in cooperation with the 
B.C. Mi nistry of Energy, Min es and Petroleum Resources. 

Speakers will incl ude Elizabeth Dod son - Gray, Co-Director, 
Bolton Institute, Wel l esley, on " Ene r gy, Homen and a Sustainable 
Future"; Jeff Pa ce , me mbe r of the Farallones Institute, who will 
conduct a workshop on "Home Conservation, Solar Potential and 
Ur ban Living; and Dr . I van Sche ie r, President Emeritus, The National 
Information Center on Vo lunteeris m, on "Getting Public Involvement". 

Complete information is available from J.im Slater at local 313. 

FOR· YOUR DIARY 
un til 
Ma r. 15 
~:la r. 2 

Ma r. 2 
~1a r. 7 

Ma r. 8 -
12 

Mar. 8-
1 2 

Neil Dalrymp l e - cerami c sculptures. Madrona Centre. 
Public lecture - Keith Lind sa y on 'Scientific' 
Creationism: Who Needs It? Choral Room, 12:30 p.m. 
Dinner Gastronomique. 
Film Series - The Discrete Charm of the Bourgeoisie, 
Fr ance, 1972, directed by Luis Gunuel. Theatre, 7:00 p.m. 
Technologies Week for N.D.S.S. students. 

Energy Awareness Wee k. 

'Mainly Malaspina' is published each Tuesday for the entire College 
community. Copy deadline is Wednesday, 12:00 noon. Enquiries and 
contributi ons may be made to Mariann e van Toor or Donna Reimer, 
local 456 or 217. 


