
C· 

~ 
This is Ly,1ne_Bmven, it is May 11, 1984. I am with Nelson Dean and William Cottle and 
we are visiting the mi ne sites of Wellington. 
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LB: Now we are here at the Jinglepot Campground. We have dome down to look at the Old 

LB : 
WC: 
LB: 

WC: 
LB: 

WC: 
LB: 
WC: 
LB: 
WC: 

Slope that the owner is busy converting into a tourist attraction. 
\ 

The owner has assembled an old rusted engine which is a car engine. 
Right. 
And a small hoist which would be only what, good enough for pulling up one car do you 

feel? 
Right. 

J.t 
He has now put two car, which he has rebuilt on the slope. 
this is definitely not the old Dunsmuir slope? 
No. 
Okay. Tell me where the old Dunsmuir slope was. 
Well just as you come around that sharp corner, 
Brannen Lake Road? 

Now, Bill, do you feel that 

\ 

u''" LB: 
J,.\vf'wc: 

Brannen Lake Road. Pretty near opposite that. 
How do you know that that was the old slope? 
Well , there are no markings there now, .. . 

LB: 
WC : 
LB: 
WC: 
LB: 

Did you say that there was a hoist there for years? 
Yeah. On the opposite side, there is a high ground on the opposite side . 

Yes. 
The road must have went under the tressels. 

Oh, I see. Did you say that there was something unique about that hoist? 
It had a big wheel or something? 

WC: Yes, it had a big wheel . 
LB: Bigger than normal? 
WC : We haven ' t seen any of them around here since, so .. 
LB: So how big would you estimate it to be? 
WC: Oh, it would be I imagine ten to twelve feet, or more. ] \'1,r 

LB : What would a more normal size be? 
WC: And it used to get stuck on the center. They used to have to, in them days .they didn't 

have no technicians to set the valves and such like they have nowadays, 
LB: Yes. 
WC: They had a great beam, pole that they would put in the spokes and pry it down, get it 

off center. 
LB: It had to be off center? 
ND: To get started again, yeah. 
LB: Oh I see . So, but it is possible that this slope that we are at now is a new entry 

into the old workings . 
WC: That's what I imagine. 
LB: Yes. Now, I have been told by a number of people that somewhere in this vicinity is 

a bricked in shaft that they used to build a fire in for ventilation. Do you know 
anything about that? 

WC: I had heard that there was one around here somewhere - I never seen it, myself. 
LB: Yes. 
WC: But that is what they did in the olden days , you know. 
LB: Yes , so that probably would have been for the Old Slope as well . 
WC: Now, in town, do you know where the Salvation Army barracks are? 
LB: Yes . 
WC: Well, just on that bluff there, there is one of them there. no+ on P<Z-Il~'S ma.f· 

,. LB: 
~· - WC: 

Oh is there! 
That is what they tell me, when it was added to the old Douglas. slope. 
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Oh, of course. So near where the present Salvation Army is? 

Yes. 

Just off Victoria Crescent? 
Just off, when we used to go to work in the mill, in the mornings, you would see 
free loaders getting themselves up and dusting themselves off to go into, that's how 
we would see them before breakfast. 
Now Nelson, you were just telling me about, a bit about these hoists. The ones inside 
the mine where you used to work at Grandby were much, much bigger than this one, which 
is about one foot and one half long. 
Oh yes. 

LB: But, tell me about the pulley we say there. 
NO: Well the rope runs on the pulley and that is to keep your rope from wearing out, 

because to buy a new rope, it is more easy to buy a new pulley than it is to buy a new 
rope. The rope just wears out if it runs right over the track . 

LB: Yes, oh I see. 
NO: Then when you are pulling out of a turn you have to have the rope on the pulley to bring 

the cars around the corner. 
LB : Where would the pulley be? 
NO: Oh, we would have two or three on the turns. We would have the rope over two or three 

of them. 
LB: How, what would they be attached to? 
NO: Well, the hoist you see, and then they would be attached to the cars and you'd be pulling 

around the turn to get them onto the slope. 
LB: 

WC: 

• C· 

Yes, oh I see. Now Bill, you were telling me about the house that disfappeared jnto the 

Number 5 mine . Can you tell me that story again? ~ 
Well the pitboss was sitting having hisrftllotYpf"~~ggit, you have heard of that name, 'R,t\S 1 
you know when you come off eleven o'clock shift you know, you would have a cup of tea, 

c¥ .~/yl~~ ~w~~! d:t).<.td and they had two k i dd i es s 1 eepi ng in the bedroom, they ~ ~ tn~, ved % tj).a-t":. They 
rushed open the door between the kitchen and the front room, and it was jammed and they 
couldn't get it open. It was a good job that they couldn't get it open, because the 

~~~~ ~ . 
floor had gone~So they rushed out ana- got the kiddies out the window.J Half the house ~ ~ 

went. So the people who lived all around, you know, they said that the other half 
'\cu. t"~ .. ho.+•.$ wfitn ~<~0!.5 .+c.~t plcl.<-~ 1 

would go at twelve o'clock the next night. Something in the earth rollinf over between 
that time. So there was a bunch of fellows there and the doctor lived in the house 

( 0doc.l\) ' . ~e,.. -
where Dunsmuir had been livint, where Lowden's lived. ~ had a man look after his 

~ WO-~ G\"'r:"l +o ~ br"-liH -11-.0.<'1 4hiL. ( t~ 
horse and that. He had a bicycle, he took it over there , there were hundreds of people 
there watching at twelve o'clock. Sure enough, but when the house started to go 
he forgot about his bike.~~ ran with the rest of the crowd. 

LB: This was the next night that the rest of the house went? 
WC: Yes. At exactly the same time. 
LB: And you were saying that they had a piano and an organ that dis1appeared. But did the 

whole house dis1appear? 
WC: 
LB: 
WC: 

Y e s . ~ .. ,q." ~ 0'\c.V- ~l '7 

And you~think , ~'~~? 
Kiftpatrick was the man who 

I \ 

' 
supplied the timber to the mines, they had him with a team 

of horses towing these trees and just dumping the trees,limbs and all down. Then finally 
J(~ 

the hole was that big, they put a railway track over thereAand dumped stuff from Number 
5 mine. 

LB: Wel l did they find out where in the mine it had gone? 
WC: Well it was a good job that nobody was hurt, as it happened at night. 
LB: But, if you went down into Number 5 mine, could you find where the house had gone? 
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Oh it would have been flattened out, it spread out. 
~\\t. 

Just a cavein. coif~~ 

You see, there was no rock there, Nelson . ~A little further down there were railway 
tracks, used to come further down here. There was a great big hole. I think they 
filled it up with garbage. About thirty feet or so. Grw..+ b•~ rw.l"d... hct~ 

Thirty feet wide in diameter? 
Oh, it would be as far as from here to that tree over there. 
About . . . fifty feet. 
It was a big round hole, just like it had been dug. 
And that was another cavein? 
Yes. 
Do you think that this house dissappeared somewhere jn the 1880's? 
Must have been around the 1880's. 

Yes. 
What they did , Lynne , was to work so far in the mine, you see, and then when they were 

coming back they pulled the pillars. Well that left a space, oh quite big, and when 
it caved, by golly~t was an awful pile of rock and material come down and that was it. 
Well the one thing I can't figure out though, is Number 5 was one of the later 
Dunsmuir mines wasn't it? 

NO : Yes. 
LB: And it was closed in 1899 or something like that? Or did it work longer? 
WC: It was the last mine to be worked in Wellington. I am not sure exactly what date. 

But about 18 .... 1898. 
LB: Yes, so would they have been pulling pillars as early as 1880 in that mine? 
WC: No. 
NO: I don't think so. 
WC: They might have done in some cases. r 

~ c:tll o~·)C.\? how o\"O.re 
NO : Yes , in some workingsAthey pr~y went. 
WC : Amongst mining superintendants, there is quite a what not getting out the tonnage, you 

know . 
NO: 
WC: 

LB: 
WC: 

\ LB: 

That's right. 
And , if they see some nice pillars, they will set them in to take them out, where they 
shouldn't. They are robbing the pillars. 
I see. 
The same thing happened in Number 1 . They robbed the pillars to close to the shaft 
and it started to settle . 

~"· NO: 
Oh really . 
Down there in Cassidy , you know, we used to hear the train going over there and they 
were taking the pillars out, and the Canadian Pacific sent men down there to tell them 
that they weren't to touch trose pillars under the railroad, and they are still there. 
Over one hundred foot pillars. WC: 

NO: 

LB: 

WC: 
LB: 

. WC : 

,. LB: 

WC: 
LB: 

And they are still there. 
INTERRUPTION 
No we are parked on Jinglepot Road in the area that was the old Wellington townsite. 
Now, this would have been the first area that was settled? 
Yes. The Old Slope was the first mine. 
The first mine. 
They put the railway through. They hauled the coal, in the mining cars, down to 
where that road goes to the Bay, do you know where Rock City School is? 
Yes. 
That telephone exchange building is on the corner? 
Yes. 
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WC: That's on the corner of the old incline. There was an incline right from there, right 
down to the Bay, at first . Loaded cars going down would pull the empty cars up. It 
was about one hundred years ago that Ed Cas.t? . (:John cc..~) · 

LB: That what? 
WC: Cast, had a piece by the Free Press. 
LB: Yes . 
WC: He said that the company had given orders that there was to be nobody riding on that 

incline any more. Only way you could get down there. The road to the Bay, went along a 
little past where the country club is and over the hill and down by the old Bay shaft. 

LB: Oh, and that was on Bay Street, is it? Bay Street now? 
WC: Well ... 
NO: No, it was further over. It was over Qn the main highway now, but just in behind. 
WC: The incline went down past where the Bay School is now. 
LB: Yes. That must have been quite a slope. 
WC: I guess they banged down there. Then eventually, they put in, ,what you call an 

~n<~ ., . 
a~ogauge ra1 way 1n. 

LB: Yes. 
WC: And that locomotive, it is at the museum in town, that's the one that used to run 

from Wellington down, above where the Bay School is, down towards where the golf 
course is now, you know. 

LB: 
WC: 

LB: 
WC: 

LB: 

Yes. (l).fb\ 
They came to the Western S~d Boundary, you see and made a sharp bend, too sharp 
for the modern locomotives to get around, so they hadrspecial locomotivef come up 

dOUA-1 from Departure Bay and take the coal from there ACW. 

Oh I see. Now .. 
And what I remember of it, I was just a little kid, I think I must have only been three 
years old, my mother used to visit some people up there where the country clu~w, 
on the opposite side there were houses all along there into Wellington. Going home at 
night, it was getting dark, but~ heard this train coming and it was just before we 

1 .jnll~J, hu~ -tht ~~ fOCld S+<o.l~~ dOu..>.-. \ 1t.~ 1\- ~~ nc.W 
got to the crossi~ affd she grabned me by the hand and , ran up on the bank, and the ,J 

lJl4l. -ltts>-IL_ 1;,,. ''1 w~ i:.JH w 
locomotive went past with all the empty cars f we started to walk down, ~ ~ 
J1~ ~~~~O.:c ;Pt.~~ · ~ S~IS W~, ~~~ ~ 

Oh! Oh my goodness. Well, did that railway then, does it switchback or ... it must have 
been quite a steep slope for a railway. 

WC: No. You know where Long Lake is, it followed the side of Long Lake and then it would 
be too steep to go straight down. 

NO: I think we will show you that. 
WC: .. then made the shaft turn and come along. 
LB: Okay, well lets drive there in a minute and you can show me, but just wait. I just want 

to talk about this area where we are, a bit more, in here. Were there any hotels here 
or were they now down more towards the school? 

WC: 

LB: 

NO: 
LB: 
WC: 
LB: 
NO: 
WC: 

Over further, where I showed you where that store was. Used to be a big hotel over 
there. 
Okay, you said that there was a hotel about where the Mount Benson School is now, and 
across the road was the roundhouse for the E & N. 
And Simon Lies~r's store. 
And Simon Lies~er's store . Then, where did you say the Abbotsford Hotel was? 
It was up in the townsite. 
In the townsite. Okay now, were there any other hotels? 
Not to my knowledge. 

None that I know of. 
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NO: 
LB: 
WC: 
LB : 
WC: 
LB: 
WC: 
LB: 
WC: 
LB: 
WC: 
LB: 
WC : 

NO: 
LB: 

LB : 

WC: 
NO: 
LB : 
NO: 
WC: 
LB : 
WC: 

LB: 
NO: 
WC: 

LB: 
WC: 
LB: 
NO: 
WC: 
NO: 
WC: 
LB: 
WC: 
LB: 
WC: 

LB: 
WC: 
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You're both thinking basically, of after the mines closed? 
Pretty well. 
The Abbotsford was moved in the late 1800's . 
That was moved down to Ladysmith. 
Yes. 
It was moved down to Ladysmith. 
So, if you, in this area here, you said there were rows of houses. 
Yes, there was a row of houses on this side. 
Just one row? 
No, there might have been a few houses here, but if there were, they were moved away. 
When they moved the townsite? 
When they went up to Extension. 
Yes. 
They took some houses. 
Yes . 
And they no sooner settled in Extension when Dunsmuir closed it up. He ordered them 
down to Ladysmith. 
That's right. 
Okay, let's go over to the townsite now. 
INTERRUPTI ON 
We are now in the townsite and parked opposite the pre~ent_wellington Hotel, but you 
say that this was the third or fourth building. 
Yes . 
Oh yes. 
The others have burnt down? 
Yup. 
Burnt down. 
What else would have been in this area besides? 
There used to be stores along here. A postoffice. This is what you called Victoria 
Street . 
And this was the main drag? 
Yes. 
The main drag . 
The highway went around the back there, didn't it? 
The highway went along .. 
Norwell Drive? 
The main highway, yes. 
The main highway. 
That was in the horse and buggy days. 
Horse and buggy days. Fletchers started here. 
Oh , did they? 

0
r65 ~1'""' 

~r~.l <G1-r 
With a horse and buggy~ they used to deliver sewing machines around. 
Oh for goodness sakes. 

l))'ni" p 
Him and his brother used to be in Victoria, because/\Wellington4had b~tn l:h ...... tc1:.'1 ..tf> 
he came up here and got started. 

Oh, I see. 
There used to be a hardware store here and one on this side . I think this one was called 
Bickells and Langton was on this side. They called Langton, "Cheap Jack'', because 
before that, it wasn't like it is now, there weren't any dimes or nickels. 

LB: Why were there no ... 
WC: These two got to arguing one day, got mad at each other and they went in and kept 
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LB: 
WC : 
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knocking their prices down, then come out and have a look at the other guy, and go 
back in and knock more off. Finally, ~~ was giving 'clothes pins away and like. 
Oh, really? What was this about no dimes or nickels? 
No dimes or nickels in the early days. 
Why? 

Till Langton came in. He got them introduced. 
Were there dimes and nickels in other places? 
You were dealing with shin plasters, twenty-five cent paper bills. 
When was this? 

Oh, .. way in the 1880's. Then finally, Langton, I guess he folded up in Wellington 
and went into town and started a furniture store. 

ND: I don't know whether Langton, did J.H. Good take over Langton's store after that? 
WC : No, it was a fellow that worked for him . Langton was a sailor and he had no use for 

the undertakers. He always said that he wanted to be buried at sea. He wasn't dead 
ten minutes before an undertaker came. The fellow, he was the city foreman after . 

.J~I\~1 I ,,U.t> 
He whipped them off of Langton. Him and another fellow, between the two of them, 
they jipped Langton pretty heavily. 

LB: Now behind here, towards the lake, towards Long Lake , were there lots of miners houses 
in there? 

WC: 

ND: 
LB: 
WC: 
LB: 
WC: 

No, just one row along there. 
Along here . 
Well, now don't I see miners houses .. 
Along in here, well there were houses, there was a church, a Methodist church. 
But don't I see old houses back there? 
The fire <y(d hall .. 

. ND: Oh yes , there are old houses back there. Remember that the railroad was in here too, 
a lot of the railroad men lived in here too. 

\• LB: Of course . 

(' 

WC: They lived here after the mines went away. They had their machine shop there for quite 
a few years. Quite a few men worked there. 

ND: Oh yes. 
LB: What, was the machine shop here even after they extended the railway to Courtenay? 
ND: Oh yes. 
WC: It was just about that time that they moved it down to Victoria. When they got down 

there, they found out, it cost as much for water in Victoria, they were on the meter, 
O.S IJ..)ho.t ~~ c\oc\ -to c..pozro.~e -+h~ :o,hop ,,..... L0e.\1"'1'3-k..-, 

LB: 

LB: 

WC: 
LB: 
WC: 

LB: 
WC: 

Yes. Okay, let's drive down now ~o the substation and you can tell me about the 
rail way. 
INTERRUPTION 
Okay just a second now .Bill , you are talking about Noah's Ark and we are down near 
Long Lake in the townsite . 
Yes. 
Okay, go ahead . 
It was spread out, a big building, you know. I don't know how many, but there were 
mostly foreigners from all over the world in there. They called it the Noah's Ark . 
Wasn't two of each eh? 
After awhile there was a man to. \\.eo l~~~ lived here, after We 11 i ngton was abandoned, 
and he used to help himself to miles and miles of windows he used to take out of 
the houses. 

LB: Of abandoned houses? 
WC: Yes. 
LB: Yes. Do you know anything more about Noah's Ark? 
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WC: 
LB: 

No. I think he got a lot of it himself. He would take the lumber from it and that. 
Yes. So it closed down after the mines closed down. 

WC: 
LB: 

LB: 

Yes, it closed down as well. 
Okay. 
INTERRUPTION 
First of all, I would just like to backtrack a bit. You said that after the 
Wellington townsite was closed, or after the mines were closed, there was a lot of 
abandoned houses there left behind. 

WC: Yes. 
LB: This man named Frenchie? 
WC: Frenchie, yes. 
LB: Moved in here when the Gillifillan mine opened? 
WC : Just about that time, yes. 
LB: Now what was the story about the rents? 
WC : Well, people moved back into these houses and he went around collecting the rents. 
LB: Yes. Was he entitled to? 
WC: The Gilmours, you know the Gilmours? 
LB : Yes . 
WC: His father had a stove lifter, and when Frenchie come to collect the rent, he showed 

him the stove lifter and Frenchie backed off. 
LB: And he said, 11 this is what we pay the rent with. 11 

WC: Yes. 
LB: Yes . Okay, now your mother was visiting up here 
WC: Yes, just along here. 
LB: Along the lake. 
WC: Just going down the bottom of this hill and this cougar was out on the road and he 

snarled. I must have been about three years old. 
LB: You were with her? 
WC: I was with her, my brother was in the buggy and she has me sitting in the buggy. She 

didn't know what to do. She wanted to get across and the cougar wasn't going to let 
her so she turned the buggy around and went back to the people and a young fellow came 
down with a shotgun. He didn't see any sign of it that day, but the next morning, 
down at Departure Bay , there were hotels down there, they saw a cougar qo along the 

~- waterfront there. There was a farm and the people had some geese there. The 

~ · 

NO: 

LB : 
WC: 
LB: 
WC: 
LB: 
WC: 
LB: 
WC: 
LB: 
WC: 

cougar was after the geese, so old Joe Harper went out and shot the cougar. They 
opened it up and there was nothing but a few blades of grass in it. It was starving. 
Lucky you didn't get attacked . 
You were living at Rock City at the time. 
Yes. 
And Rock City was just a few farms, wasn't it? 
That's part of it . from here down. 
Yes , but there wasn't really a city, wasn't really a community there was there? 
Oh no, just four small families. 
Was it just all bush between here and Rock City? 
Yes. 
Okay. 
They were taking the timber off for the mines. They were working down at the next 
quarter section to ours and then they were going to take our timber, then the mines 
shut down. 

LB: Oh. 
WC: So, we took timber to Brechin. 

LB: Oh did you. . .. /8 
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WC : And when the strike came on , we had about 60,000 feet laying in the bush. My father 
had a team , and he sold a team, so he was going to Vancouver to buy a new team and 
the chinamen kept coming out and cutting the timber every day. 

LB: Were they paying you a royalty? 
WC: Oh yes, they paid 1¢ a foot. That wasn't by the linear foot, you see Nelson . What was 

it now .. six or seven dollars a thousand feet or so. 
LB: Now Bill, when we were driving in the old Wellington area, you started to mention your 

father and when he was on strike. Do you remember what you were going to say about 
that? 

. WC: 

~ LB: 
WC: 

NO: 
LB: 
WC: 

LB: 
WC: 
LB: 

WC: 
LB: 
WC: 

LB: 
WC: 
LB: 
WC: 

LB: 
WC: 

* NO: 

He was on strike, and we had just bought this place down here and he was working in 
what they cal l ed Number 6 now. 
Now where was that? 
Between Number 5, just go past Number 5 on the bluff there. They had the strike 

and he used to go up and have a parade. Well this one day, this particular day 
my cousins , they \oJere 1 i vi ng in company houses, so of course they were turned out , 

( 4e uJn.~ L ~~ bv.r" •" , so they came to stay with my father. And they said to him, ~~ ~ ~, ~. 
clearing up the land" . They said , "Uncle, you are going to miss the parade today , 

uJht~ 1t c..o""-'l ou.1-
We heard the train in Nanaimo. 11 He said that if he got a train/l OY Long Lake he 

b(«,O.~(;) 
would get there in time for the parade. And he did. Instead of strike ~rs coming 
off, there were a bunch of soldiers. 
Oh yes, yes. 
Now is this during the big strike? 

l~u; 
They had strikes, this time they were striking for the eight hour ~ 
But is that the strike you were talking about? 

Yes, but not the 1914. 
Oh. Because I put this story in the book about the 1914 strike. 

Oh yes. 
The thing is, I have used this story about your father. 
Oh. 
Only I thought it was during the 1914 strike. 

No , 
Was it before you were born? 
Just before I was born. 
And you were born in what year? 
This time the United Mine Workers came into Wellington. 
Knights of Labour. 

Oh yes. 

Before that it was the 

LB: And when did they United Mine Workers .. 
WC : I have a badge at home. 
LB: When did the United Mine Workers come into Wellington? 
WC: In 1880. I says so right on the badge. It mentioned something about the 9 hour 

day . They used to put a placard up. They didn't call strike breakers scabs, they 
called them "blacklegs". 

LB: Yes. 

\\ I 

WC: They had one black leg and one white leg and they just walked around the train to warn 
them. But this time soldiers got off , and the old Chief of Police, old Stevens, he said 
"Grab that man, grab him 11

• Old Charlie McGarrigle, Old George Taylor , Old Harry Ross. 
There was eighteen of them they grabbed. Put them on the train and took them back 
to Victoria. They kept them in the jail for three weeks before the trial. Well then 
when the trial was on, the judge wanted to know if there were any firearms amongst 

the strikers. One of the mine bosses, he jumped up and he said, there were no firearms 
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but they were armed with sticks and rocks, boulders. My father jumped up and he said, 
"that's a lie, and you know it and you just took an oath!" The old man couldn't take 
any more, so they all got their sentenceJto the three weeks they had already been in 
jail. So when he came back here, the strike was settled and he heard about it. They 
settled it over night. J 
This was before you were born, Bill? 
This was before I was born. 
What year were you born in? 
1896 . 

And it was just before? 
I think it was around, oh . . .. maybe a couple of years, I think my mother and father 
had just married. Anyhow, he was going past that Number 5 shaft, going over to Number 
6 and one of the bosses came up, at the time, you know how the bosses would come up 
to you, 

Yes. .I • 
1.,1' 1(1 til I. ill (,. " ' 

And he hung onto h).s arm and said "Hey, John Cottle, where are you going?" He said, 
f 

"I'm just going over to see the boss. I'm going to see if 1 can get my place back"·e.tl 
rl~tl' uJ 

He had a really good place in Number 6. The boss says, "John Cottle, you kno\'T~·you're 

blacklisted on the island." 
LB: They were blacklisting that early eh? 
WC: Yes. 

END OF SIDE ONE 

.... furniture. She had one of these sideboards . Sideboards are just like you have 
a chesterfield today. It was something. So she was telling me, some woman there , 
that she would have to sell this sideboard because she was getting short of money. 
Tom Mills, in town, he was a boss, his wife heard it and she went to old Tom and 
she said, "that's a dirty, rotten shame", she said, "when Cottles have to sell their 
furniture. "Oh", he said, "John Cottle, everybody thought he had all kinds of 
money." He gave him a job at Number 1. He was working there next place to Joe 
White, old Joe White. 

NO: Yes. 
WC: Old Joe was hogging all the cars. When the driver brouoht in a car, the old man could 

LB : 
WC: 

LB: 

• ~ WC: 

LB: 
WC : 
NO: 
WC: 
LB: 
NO: 

hear, and Joe was getting cars , so the old man went out, he grabbed a car and Sam 
Cottle was driving, and even around all Number 1 they used to call my father, The 
Old Grump. 
Why 
Oh, I don't know . It was just a nickname he got. The miners used to talk , they used 
to say, "The Old Grump just took Joe White on, he's going to fight him." So, the 
old man got shifted over to Protection. 
INTERRUPTION 

We've come down to Departure Bay. We followed Departure Bay road down and the incline, .. 
we 11 now, when they got to the point W'lere they had the engine it took a big swing out 
towards the golf course and then came back down to the original track, road bed. 
Yes. 

Which went down kind of a ridge through Departure Bay School is? 
Yes, that is where the incline came down, on that, by the .. 
Where the school is now. 
Yes. 

Now, then it came out around here? 
Well, it just went to the coal wharves there. 

... /10 
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It back-switched here, and then went along to the coal wharves there. 
To go back. 
Oh it back-switched here at the big corner, we used to call this when my kids went to 
school here, and then back down to the wharves. You say that there were three wharves? 
Yes. 
And then right at the corner ... 
Down here on the rock bluff, there were some biQ rings, big bolts with a ring on them , 
Yes . 
They used to tie the ships up. 
Oh really . 
Some people try to say that is from the Spanish invaders, that they put them in there. 
You said that at the corner of Hammond Bay Road and Departure Bay Road there was 
a jail? 
Yes. 
Yes. 
And then there was a little red school house. Where was that? 
Not a big jail, it was only 4 cells. That was for drunken sailors. 
Oh, I see. Oh sure of course. Now what about this little red school house? Where was 
that? 
Up where that present school is now. 
Oh , okay. Then, did you say that there was an hotel down in Departure Bay? 
Yes. 
Yes , way over at the end. (".:-

~r 
Was that from the time when the coal w?rs were in operation. 
Yes. That was the attraction, you see. Folks used to come in and when the first 
coal was loaded here, I don't know how they got it down, 
They got it down by horses. 
I guess they got it by horses. 
Yes. 
And the Indians took it out in canoes to the ships. 
Now Bill, wasn't that hotel where that , what do you call that dance hall now? 
Right down on the beach. 
Right on the beach. 
Yes, that was where the hotel used to be, I'm pretty sure. 
Yes. 
Oh, I see , where the Kin Hut is? 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Okay. Was there anything el se there besides the hotel? 
A few little stores. In them days they were . what you called Candy Stores. 
Yes. It was also sort of a summer area, wasn't it? 
Yes. 
People would come here .. 
Well , a lot of people from Nanaimo would come down. 
Would that have been after the Wellington mines closed? 
I suppose so, yes. 

Yes . 
There is quite a low tide, a flat beach area and some of the sailing ships would 
be hauled on the beach and be scraped of barnacles and they would paint them, and then 
float them off on high tide. 
Oh yes . The big coal boats? 
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Or pleasure boats? 
Sailing ships. 
Sailing ships. 
The big ones? 
For coal, yes . 
Oh for goodness sakes. 

- 11 . 

While they were waiting. You see there could be as many as ten boats waiting for coal, 
Yes, oh and of course it is sandy there so it would be a good place to beach them. 
Yeah. 
That's right. 
Oh, very interesting. 
It would keep the sailors occupied . 
Yes. I never thought of that. Okay, well, I guess we should probably head back . 
Okay now we have come .. . we're sliding back ... get that on tape. Now we have come 
to the top of Bay Street where it used to end, and you, Nelson, are going to 
tell me about this old Number 1, or Number 1 shaft, or what was it called Bill? 
It was a large syndicate that sunk that shaft. 
Yes, and who was involved in that syndicate? 
Evan John arid a man called Young, Mr. Young. 
That was Fritz John's dad wasn't it? 
Yes . 
And what about, .. did you say a Sabkst&n? 

So.\1 i':>W' 
I think it was S~n. I don't know, but I think a fellow called Bill Togohnyen. 
Yes. Sounds Finish. 

::.c.•"'~-lh .-q -k c\o w.4~ ~h~ tc.o 
They 1 i ved over on . l-Ie. <..ua..S I-s"ti:'l+d . 0 He '~Vas from th-e shi p b 1o They 1 i ved over there where 
Dr. Williams is living now. 
Oh yes . They sunk the shaft? 
They sunk the shaft, and then Dunsmuir took it over after. 
So .. 
The reason why Dunsmuir took it over, it was a Mrs. Butler that had a hundred and sixty 
acres, and that shaft was right close to her property. 
And she had settlers rights ~ 
And Canadian Coll~ries boundary was quite close . 
You mean the Dunsmuir boundaries? 
Yes, the Dunsmuir boundaries, and Vancouver Coal Company. Mr . Rob~ins and Mr. Dunsmuir 
kind of glared at each other all the time. 
Yeah, you told that story on your last tape . But this Mrs. Butler had this property eh? 
Yes. 
Did she sell it to the syndicate? 
No, she still had it. CIL bought it after. Dunsmuir wanted to find out what was 
under her property, so he started two men driving the place. Someone told Mrs. Butler 
he's heading for your property. So 5he got two surveyors to go down, but when they 
got down there , the place was caved. 
Oh yes. 

l..l Uoll-1'" 

Is that related to this story~. the syndicates mine? 
Well, originally it was Dunsmuirs land and he bought. 
Oh , I see . So he bought it from the syndicate. 
Yes. 
Were they running out of money? Why were they not able to .. 
Well I guess he talked them into it. He wanted to, see they used that like a drainage 
for Number 5 mine . 
Yes. 

. .. /12 
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.-to , ~cf1j /...lJ.ti 
They got scared when they got ..a ~ "!ftl!(. 
and this Bay Stream just starts up there by 
They figured that that~ from Long Lake~ 

those springs. 

You know, there are springs in Long Lake 
that Rock City School out of a spring. 

so they were scared of striking one of 

LB: But Dunsmuir connected up this shaft with the Number 5? 

WC: Yes, Number 5. 

LB: And something else, did you say? 
WC: The other mine was Number 6 -wasn't it cut into Number 5? 

LB: Oh may have been. 
WC: I don't know if Number 4 or them was connected. 
LB: No. 

INTERRUPTION 

LB: The hotel at the Bay was called the Bay Hotel, and it was right on the border between 
the Vancouver Coal Company and the Dunsmuir properties. 

INTERRUPTION 
LB: I just dropped Bill Cottle off and was talking to his daughter. She told me a bit more 

about the site of the old Dunsmuir house down by Departure Bay wharves. There is very 
little remaining of when James Dunsmuir lived there but they did plant a lot of trees 

fr;tf 
and most of these trees were logged ~n they left. There is ivy climbing up a tree 

now, that was apparently left over from the original family. Up Hammond Bay Road 
on the flat area above the beach, between two of the wharf sites, was an area where 

coal was piled and fig trees started to grow there. Presumably the seeds had come off 

ships which had been in exotic places. A cutting from this fig tree still was taken 
and was planted beside the stone wing of the stone and log house that Seiriol \~illiams 

built at the top of Estevan Road. According to Miss Cottle, at least two years ago it 
was still there. In this area of Departure Bay where the coal was piled, right near 
by was a football field where the men, perhaps sailors, used to play football. Bill 

was also discussing the Bay Hotel a little more. He said it was mostly patronized by 

sailors . So, certainly during the coal mining era in Departure Bay, most of the 
facilities would be directed towards ~~~~coal and the sailors. Near the jail 

lived a man named Mr. Young who was an English man who, rather a refined English man, 
and he would give young ladies roses as they went by. He had a ~hinese servant and 
when Mr . Young entertained ships captains, there was a story that he was entertaining 

a Captain Butler one night, and he said to his chinese servant, "bring the Captain a 

beer" ,and the chinese servant said , "Misla Young, you have drunk all the beer." It 

turned out that the ~hinese servant had been stealing the beer and getting rid of it 
~ (1),1\ P.U.\ •• 

elsewhere, and there was no beer left for the Captain. 

INTERRUPTION 
LB: Bill also mentioned the fact that at one time a bunch of watermelons got thrown off~ 

~ ~e~shipt and some enterprising gentleman loaded them up and took them out to 
Extension because of the Negro population in Extension. When the negros bouqht the 

oU:t- 0~ +ow•' . 
watermelons and bit intm them, they were salty and they chased the manft who had 

sold them the watermelons. 

END OF TAPE 




