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Sailing into Charlottetown's har
bour in September of 1864, dele

gates from Upper and Lower 
Canada, all of whom had invited 
themselves to meetings on a pro
posal to unite the maritime 
colonies, came to share their 
vision of a great nation. John A. 

Macdonald and George Etienne 
Cartier hardly suspected that the 
agenda they intended to pursue 
in Charlottetown's legislative 
building would result in the city's 
unique designation as "the birth

place of Canada" - an asset 
never truly exploited by the city 
until the Capital Commission of 
Prince Edward Island was estab

lished in 1996. 
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With a mandate to promote 
tourism and business opportuni
ties inspired by the "birthplace" 
theme, the commission has capi
talized not only on the city's his
torical significance but on its 
waterfront setting, its heritage as 
a microcosm of Canadian immi

gration and settlement, its cul
tural diversity, its unique mixture 
of Georgian and Victorian archi
tecture, and the story of its 
social, religious and entrepre

neurial development. 

A series of fires in the nineteenth 

century wiped out several 
streetscapes. As a result, insur
ance companies and the "city 
fathers" encouraged investors to 
rebuild wisely by using local 
brick, stone from Nova Scotia, or 
red Island sandstone. 
Today's solid but 

intricately 
dee-
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orated structures are testimonies 
to the art of architects like W.C. 
Harris and David Stirling. They 
are a tribute to the skill of the 
craftsmen who built them, and 
match the quiet majesty of Isaac 
Smith's beautifully designed 
Province House National Historic 

Site, where the 1864 conference 
was held. Also in the heart of the 
city is St. Dunstan's Basilica, 
which dominates Great George 
Street and forms part of the 
National Historic District declared 
there in 1993. Standing nearby, 
Victoria Row becomes a peaceful 
pedestrian precinct in the sum

mer, featuring shops, boutiques, 
fountains, live music, and out
door dining. Here, as elsewhere 

in Charlottetown, built heritage is 
protected by elements in the City 

plan, as well as by a board 
which oversees renova-
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Great George Street links 
Province House with Confedera
tion Landing Park, a beautifully 
landscaped waterfront recreation 
area created by the 
Charlottetown Area Develop
ment Corporation (CADC) from 
the winning design of a national 

competition. Along with a dock
ing facility for small cruise ships, 
the park features gazebos, a 
memorial and interpretive panels 
honouring the Fathers of 
Confederation, and (as a sym
bolic link with the national capi
tal) period street lamps like those 
on Confederation Boulevard in 

Ottawa. Next to the park is 
Peake's Wharf, a cluster of old 

but brightly painted warehouses 
that have been converted into 
boutiques and restaurants, bor
dered by a marina packed with 
sailing craft. This area is the site 
for the successful Festival of 
Lights (July) and 

Festival of the Fathers 
(September), which the Capital 

Commission operates as part of 
its mandate to celebrate and 
commemorate "the birthplace of 
Canada." 

Beginning in July 2001, a new, 
state-of-the-art exhibition site, 
Founders' Hall, will be located 
next to Confederation Landing 
Park. Annexed to the historic red 
brick CN Car Shop, which the 

CADC is revitalizing as a unique 
retail and restaurant space, 
Founders' Hall will complement 
two other red Island sandstone 

structures restored by CADC: the 
Victorian railway station and the 
"Brasshouse," which has been 
successfully converted into a 
Visitor Information Centre. The 
Hall will use imaginative design 
and the latest technology to pro
vide visitors with the essential 
elements of Canada's history, 
from Confederation to the 

founding of Nunavut. Its pres
ence will offer the Capital 
Commission a backdrop for its 
programs and events, as well as a 
permanent "home office 
address" befitting its role in the 
promotion of Prince Edward 
Island's unique place in Canada's 

history. 




