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Fredericton, a city which now has 
a population of 47,000, was 
established as the capital of New 
Brunswick in 1785. Because of its 
location at the head of the navi
gable waters on the St. John 

River, approximately 112 kilome
tres inland from the Bay of 
Fundy, it was originally devel
oped as a military stronghold. 
But the British brought more 
than military expertise to the 

new outpost. The Royal Military 
Engineers provided surveyors 
who laid the town out in an 
orderly fashion: there was a 
detailed plan that clearly denoted 
the location and status in the 
community of government, mili
tary, church, and educational 
institutions (see illustration 
below). One of these surveyors, 
a man named Dugald Campbell , 
had considerable vision: working 

in the 1780s, he set aside land 
along the riverfront as green 
space, and established a pattern 
of development based on a 
street-grid . Residential blocks 
were laid out, with many lots 
having uniform dimensions and 
setback requirements. 
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Several unrelated occurrences 
have recently provided the City 
of Fredericton with a unique 

opportunity to build upon the 
planning legacy established by 
Campbell. The first of these 
involves the old railway lines in 
the Fredericton area, which were 
abandoned in the early 1990s 

and subsequently turned into 
roughly sixty-two kilometres of 
walking trails. The premier por
tion of the trail system is the 

open space set aside by 
Campbell, which is known locally 
as "the Green". The most signifi

cant trail connection occurred in 
1997, when the federal govern
ment established a pedestrian 
linkage over the St. John River by 
converting a former railway 
bridge. 

The second occurrence has 
involved a series of initiatives 
aimed at recognizing 
Fredericton's abundant heritage 
building stock. In 1993, the fed
eral government designated 
Maryville (amalgamated by the 
City) as a National Historic 
District, in recognition of its sta
tus as one of Canada's most 
intact nineteenth-century com

pany towns. Maryville's inven
tory contains over one hundred 
buildings, including a cotton mill 
(which has been turned into 
space for government offices), as 
well as commercial, institutional, 
and tenement buildings. Between 
1995 and 1998, all levels of gov
ernment worked together on the 
restoration of Old Government 

House, a splendid neo-classical 
building constructed in 1826. At 
the same time, the federal gov
ernment helped with the ongo
ing restoration of Christ Church 
Cathedral, which is celebrated as 
one of the finest examples of 
decorative Gothic architecture in 
North America. Other prominent 
structures in the system, conve-

niently linked by the trail net
work, are City Hall, the Military 
Compound, the York County 

Fourt House, and Fort 
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The third occurrence reflects the 
postwar trend among cities, 
including capitals, toward water
front revitalization. With the 
advent of road and rail transport, 
the wharves and levees that had 
been part of the city fabric disap
peared, and buildings no longer 
faced the river. Thus, for decades 
Fredericton's riverfront was rele

gated to "back door" status. In 
the 1980s, a four-lane arterial 
roadway was constructed to pro
vide access to a new highway 
bridge. Although this initiative 
left green space on both sides of 
the road network, the city centre 
was effectively separated from 
the river's edge. 

Through funds made available by 

the Canada/New Brunswick 
Infrastructure Program, the City 
was able to solve this problem in 
1998 by constructing a pedes
trian bridge over the arterial 
roadway. However, this initiative 

had to be complemented by a 
plan that addressed issues of 
design and land use in the area. 
The resulting Riverfront Master 

Plan recognizes opportunities 
present in the conservation and 
interpretation of important nat
ural habitat and 
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archaeological/heritage 
resources, and identifies impor
tant views and vistas. Subscribing 
to well-founded principles of 
waterfront development - public 
access, physical linkages, practi
cal and relevant land uses, and 
appropriate scale - the plan is a 
fitting twenty-first-century 
enhancement to the old 

Campbell plan. 

Finally, the City has recently pre
pared a Secondary Plan that 
deals with the residential portion 
of Campbell's original survey. 
After years of applying suburban 
development standards to this 

area, changes are proposed so 
that the pattern of development 
intended in the Campbell plan 

will be respected . Indeed, efforts 
are underway to recognize 
Campbell's contribution by erect
ing a plaque in his honour on 
public lands set aside on the 
perimeter of his original plan. 

The Campbell plan provided 
Fredericton with the elements 
required by a provincial capital. It 

articulated a carefully considered 
arrangement of institutions typi
cally found in capital cities - reli

gious !!OJitical, legal, and (Jlilitary 

- on lands:~et•asidii ftwgublic"' 1, 
use. Fred~Hf{o~'~l('~gnHn'~~ t'; 
take full advantage of this great 
planning heritage. 
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