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Halifax is experiencing an excit
ing revitalization of its downtown 
core. The focus continues to be 
on developing the area's unique 
blend of past and present, by its 
skyline dotted with elegant eigh 
teenth- and nineteenth-century 
buildings alongside modern tow

ers of glass and steel. 

Halifax was established in 1749 
by Governor Edward Cornwallis 
and 2,500 settlers, on the shores 
of the world's second largest nat
ural harbour. Evidence of 
Halifax 's origins as a port and 
garrison city are still very much 

present today, with the restored 
Historic Properties on the Halifax 
waterfront now featuring a mix 
of unique shops, pubs and office 

space. 

A new and distinctive feature of 

the Halifax city-scape is the 
nightly illumination of the Angus 
L. Macdonald Bridge, one of two 
suspension bridges that span 
Halifax Harbour. This project was 
implemented as a community ini
tiative in celebration of the 250th 
anniversary of the Halifax region . 
Another new landmark on the 
city's waterfront is the 135,000-

square-foot Casino, whose archi
tecture mimics the distinctive 
Georgian domes of other Halifax 
buildings. 

In conjunction with renewed 
construction along the water

front, Halifax Regional 
Municipality is examining the 
opportunity to revitalize an area 
adjacent to the Central Business 
District (CBD) by removing an 
interchange built in 1969 for a 
highway that was never con
structed. The objective of the 
project is to explore the redev 
opment potential of lands 
now occ "ed by the 
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Cogswell Interchange, an ele
vated road occupying over six
teen acres of land immediately 
adjacent to Downtown Halifax. 

This project is being considered 

now in order to capitalize on the 
increasing value of real estate in 
Halifax Regional Municipality 
and Downtown Halifax. The pro
ject would be self-financing -
that is, the value of the 
"reclaimed " land would finance 

it. The work would be guided by 
a municipal multi-year financial 
strategy and three objectives: (1) 

to capitalize on the "heated" real 
estate market and revitalize 
Downtown Halifax; (2) to reduce 
traffic congestion and explore 
new transportation options; and 
(3) to remove a physical barrier 

to development and improve 
community connections. 

Dalhousie University is an active 
partner in this process of explo
ration. For its fall semester, the 
School of Architecture there 

developed a special course based 
on a "design laboratory" that 
would study, test and demon

strate various propositions. Led 
by a team of four professors and 
attracting more than forty stu
dents, the design laboratory was 
invited to act as a consultant to 

the staff group conducting the 
exploration . Thus, with the 
School of Architecture charged 
with the task of demonstrating 
the physical feasibility, aesthetic 
impact, and benefits of removing 
the interchange, the design labo

ratory developed three funda
mentally different schemes that 
integrated at-grade transporta

tion networks, reconnected the 
CB r, and intro

utional, 
· · fra-

structure. All three of these revi
talization schemes integrate an 
lntermodal Terminal into the site. 
The lands therefore offer an 
opportunity to recreate a link 
from the CBD to the existing CN 
rail lines that lie approximately 
one mile north of the project site. 
The integration of a light-rail or 

rubber-tired public transit termi
nal is a central goal of future 
plans for the Capital Region. 

An entertainment and 
tourism capital 

A second and very successful ini
tiative, one which was launched 
by the Tourism, Culture and 
Heritage Marketing division in 

conjunction with industry part
ners, is a program called "Halifax 
Entertainment Season." This 
campaign is designed to form 
links between the region's unique 

attractions, and to make the 
region a year-round destination 
by positioning it as the "enter
tainment capital " of Atlantic 
Canada. Halifax 's distinct blend 

of past and present, combined 
with its spectacular Atlantic set
ting, has served to establish it as 
one of Canada's most popular 
tourist destinations. Over the 

past few summers, the number 
of tourists visiting the region has 
grown steadily, culminating last 
year with a record number of vis
itors generating $566 million in 
revenues and 16,300 direct and 
indirect jobs in Halifax Regional 
Municipality. The summer of 
1999 also marked a milestone for 

October. In September 1999, the 
Halifax Port Authority opened a 
newly renovated Cruise Pavilion 
at Pier 21, in order to provide 
cruise ships with attractive, 
expanded facilities (including 

23,000 square feet of interior 
space with amenities for passen
gers and crew, and an exterior 
marshalling area for approxi
mately forty motor coaches) . 

The Cruise Pavilion opens onto 
the entrance of the recently 
transformed Pier 21 Immigration 
Terminal, a national historic site 
which for over forty-three years 
(1928-1971) served as the 

"Gateway to Canada" for arriv
ing immigrants. Pier 21 re
opened last summer as a power
ful testament to the contribution 
of Canadian immigrants, and is 

now open on a year-round basis. 

A cultural capital 

A third initiative taken by the 
municipality is the promotion of 
the Capital Region as one of the 
"cultural capitals" of North 
America. The municipality is 
already recognized for its rich 
architectural heritage, one that 

includes examples of nearly every 
style and idiom from 1750 to the 
postmodern period. To comple
ment the understanding, inter
pretation and promotion of these 
architectural resources, the 

municipality is launching a pro
gram called the "New 
Tourism" initiative, which 

will emphasize com
munity heritage, 

natural heritage resources and 
heritage cultures over the next 
six years. Among the many rea
sons for implementing this initia
tive is the fact that international 
tourism trends are supporting a 
shift to heritage and culture. 

Staff exploration of a host of 

options in this area suggests that 
one opportunity could provide 
for the conservation and devel
opment of heritage resources in 
the Halifax Regional 
Municipality: "new stream 
tourism." This approach seeks to 
enhance heritage-based, cultural 
and natural resources by working 
with the more than 188 commu
nities in the Halifax Regional 

Municipality to raise the quality 
of these resources to the point 
that they can be offered as a part 
of the tourism product sold to 
citizens and tourists. 

The objectives here are twofold: 
(1) to reinforce the value that the 

communities place on heritage; 
and (2) to link the same 

resources to revenue-producing 
streams, in order to foster self
sustainability among the groups 
and communities that manage 
heritage-based, cultural and nat
ural resources. 

Downtown Halliax Skyline 
and Halifax Harnour, 
second largest natural 
harbour in the world. 
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