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Iqaluit 
The Next Thirty Years 

In 1968, Frobisher Bay was a 
small community serving as both 
the administrative centre for the 
Baffin region and a part of the 
military Distant Early Warning 
System. Who at that time would 
have thought that just over thirty 
years later we would be on the 

brink of the forming the newest 
political jurisdiction in the west
ern hemisphere, and thus realiz
ing the dream of Inuit self-gov
ernment? Who at that time 
would have thought that Iqaluit 
would be the newest capital city 
in the western world, having 
doubled its population in the 
space of three decades? Today it 
looks as though lqaluit's popula
tion will double in size again in 
slightly more than half that time . 
Now more than ever, it is neces
sary to plan for the orderly 
growth of Nunavut's capital. 

While the municipality must deal 
with the day-to-day problems 
associated with short-term 

growth, the task now is to think 
big: What will Iqaluit be like in 
thirty years? Indeed, what will it 
be like in fifty? The challenge is 

to plan in a way that will pre
serve development options. 

The first step in the process of 
"thinking big" was the produc
tion of a plan for the develop
ment of lqaluit's core. The evolu
tion of the plan was driven by 
the need to provide an infra
structure to support the new 
government. 

A search for a site for the new 
Legislative Building began in 

Iqaluit in the middle of 1996. In 
1997, a site was found at the 
Four Corners and, in September 
of that year, Municipal Council 
held public consultations on the 
matter. Many issues were raised, 
ranging from concerns about 
traffic and pedestrian safety to 

the possible impacts the develop
ment of the new capital might 
have on the community. 

Public meetings held in the Parish 
Hall in January 1998 provided 
both planners and council with 
carefully considered ideas about 
how the community should 
develop. In addition , many 
groups (such as the elders, the 
hunters and trappers, youth 
committees, and recreation asso
ciations, to name only a few) 

were asked to contribute their 
vision of the community's future. 
Residents and stakeholders 
expressed their concerns about 
traffic (particularly at the Four 
Corners), pedestrian safety, the 
preservation of open spaces, and 
the safeguarding of culture and 
heritage. 

The various issues were orga
nized into themes which were 
used as the basis for a question
naire that asked residents to 
identify the importance of each 
item , and to determine the order 
in which the issues should receive 
Council's attention. The results 
were interesting. The element 
given the highest priority is that 
of safety, which will be briefly 
discussed below. The second and 
fourth elements are interrelated: 
the provision of adequate youth 
services and the provision of bet
ter recreation facilities. The third 

element involves the provision of 
adequate parking for the new 
Legislature and Federal Building. 

As mentioned, the results of the 
public consultation show a very 
clear concern for issues relating 
to safety. The Four Corners prob
lem and the issue of increased 

traffic in the immediate vicinity 
of that intersection can be solved 
through the construction of a 
short bypass road that would re
direct through-traffic, trucks and 
heavy equipment from the centre 

of town, thereby easing conges
tion now and for the foreseeable 
future. The issue of pedestrian
vehicle conflicts will be solved by 
the construction of new side

walks on both sides of the Ring 

Road, starting between the Four 
Corners and the Northern Stores, 
and later on towards the 
Legislature and the Federal 
Building, and finally around to 
the Four Corners again, to com
plete the ring. Snowmobile cross
ings should also be constructed 
at points where trails cross the 

Ring Road . 

While it was evident from the 
consultation process that a great 
deal of value is placed on 
improving youth services, the 
specific provision of those ser
vices is beyond the scope of this 
exercise. It has been recom

mended, however, that part of 
the area in front of the Nakasuk 
School be rezoned to insure its 
preservation as open, recre-
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Finally, development guidelines 
have been set down on the mat
ter of building massing and artic

ulation, in order to prevent the 
spread of the simple box-like 
structures that have been erected 
in many Arctic communities in 
other countries. Requirements for 
dealing with the local climate 
have also been spelled out. In 

large part, these involve issues 
related to wind and blowing 
snow, and the subsequent accu
mulation of drifts. The guidelines 
point out methods of predicting 
and mitigating this costly ele
ment of arctic climate. 
Requirements for lighting (an 
important factor during the arctic 
winter), as well as for the preser
vation and development of parks 

and open space, are also 
addressed. 
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The above is an executive sum

mary of the official plan pre
pared by G.L. Richards and 
Associates Ltd. and Corush 
Sunderland Wright Ltd. 

For additional information, 
please contact Matthew Spence, 
Councillor, City of Iqaluit. 
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