
THE DIVISION OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES onAprill, 1999, representedyearsof 

preparation for responsible self-government in Nunavut. Northern planners played a central role in the development 

of the land reform planning process. While there was no Canadian precedent for this task, planners representing the 

Government of the Northwest Territories ( GNWf) worked within a five-year time-frame to develop, initiate, and 

implement the land reform components prior to division. 

By Tamara Tannis. MCIP 

The need for land reform in the 
Territories was the result of a 
land-daim settlement in the 
eastern Arctic. In November 
1992, the Inuit ratified the 
Nunavut Land Oaim Agreement, 
which was signed by the prime 
minister passed by Parliament in 
~ JollOIINl(lg • This 

Because of the short time-frame 
of five years between the 
ratification of the Land Claim 
Agreement and the division of 
the Territories, the land reform 
strategic process was initiated at 
the provincial level. The planners 
developed the most logical and 
time-effective method of 

Land Reform 
Initiative 

Until 1995, the Territorial 
government administered and 
developed municipal lands for 
construction. The first phase of 
the land reform Initiative 

Nunavut and their respective 
communities. Because the 
planners had not participated 
the reforms of land 
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municipality with the authority to 
administer their lands and create 
a land development reserve fund 
that would act as a cost-recovery 
mechanism (a significant factor 
where land title is held by the 
municipality and not individual 
property owners). Furthermore, 
title of the lands was transferred 
from the Government of the 
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of Inuit descent. To recognize 
and implement this policy, the 
Northwest Territories' planners 
developed a unique one-year 
educational training program 
called the "Community Lands 
and Planning Program," which 
was taught in conjunction with 
the Arctic College. This 
cooperative program, which 
provided six months of dassroom 
work and six more of internship, 
p,oduced twenty "lands officer" 
~--4 three-year 
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Tamara Tannis was recently 
employed as a planner with 
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