
Part 1- 
I: I'm Sharon Walker. 
 
H: I'm Sue Howett. 
 
I: Go ahead. 
 
H: Well, I'm a, back in 1974 I was a nursing student at the Jubilee and in the first year, in 
1974, that summer for some reason, they gave us 2 months off, vacation off. So a group of 
us, 5 of us decided to go traveling across Canada. And we went as a group of friends, took 
the train across Canada and visited people, family friends in Ottawa. And it was really hot 
and humid one evening and so we decided that we wanted to go cool off. And so one of the 
aunts of one of my colleagues, we, she drove us up to this lake and it was getting dark and 
stuff and she said 'we'll be back in a couple of hours to pick you up'. So, unbeknownst to us, 
we decided to go swimming in this lake and it was dark and everything and we're all 
enjoying the water and all of a sudden in the dark there was these voices. And the voices, 2 
guys said 'what are you doing in there?' We said 'well, we're swimming'. He said 'well, 
you're not supposed to be here'. And we said 'well, why?' And they said 'well, you know that 
you're near the summer residence, cabin of, or home of Pierre Trudeau, the Premier'. And 
so he was I guess in residence. We didn't know this. We didn't know what lake we were on. 
So we were enjoying swim and they said 'well, we want you, you need to get out of the 
lake'. And we said 'well, we can't'. And they said, these 2 guys said 'well, why not?' And I 
said, we said 'we're all skinny dipping in the lake'. And he sort of said '[clear throat noise]' 
and he says, 'well', he says 'I'll tell you what', he says 'you, we'll do a drive around a lake 
and we'll expect you to be gone by the time we get back, which is about 10 minutes or so'. 
And so here we are in this lake, in this beautiful evening in the summer and we, 
unbeknownst to us that we were skinny dipping just down the road from where the Prime 
Minister Trudeau was. So it was, at the time very, very funny. 
 
I: OK. Thank you.  
 
 
Part 2- 
I: I'm Sharon Walker. 
 
H: And I'm Sue Howett. And my story is, I grew up camping all over British Columbia. And 
obviously have enjoyed camping in the great outdoors. And one summer I was working as a 
nurse here in Victoria and I decided to go on my holidays to Wells Gray Park here in British 
Columbia and do a canoe trip for 8 days. And we canoed for about 5 hours a day. And there 
at, in Wells Gray, you did the full length of Clearwater River, or the Clearwater Lake and 
then Azure Lake. And yeah, we were up. 
 
 
Part 3- 
I: I'm Sharon Walker. 
 
H: And I'm Sue Howett. I grew up camping all over British Columbia and Northwest 
Territories and I really enjoyed it as a family. And so when I was working here in Victoria as 
a nurse, I had time for vacation. And I decided to take a horse-pack trip through Wells Gray 



Park. And so it was about a week long and we packed into, apparently it was famous. I 
didn't know about it at the time, to about a 3 hour pack trip into Wells Gray Park. And we, as 
a group of people, and the other people on the trip were from all over Europe. And we were, 
got to this old trackers cabin, on the side of the Clearwater River. Beautiful, way back, about 
40 miles back into park, along the river. And we were enjoying our camp there. It was very, 
very, very rustic and the old trapers cabin was very old and decrepit and falling down, but 
they had these sort of wooden bunks set up for us. And there was an old picnic table there, 
and we'd sit there. And so we stayed overnight and right beside the river and the next 
morning, I had to get up and I'd used the facilities and there was an outhouse down the trail 
in this clearing. And then there was a lot of bushes in the back. And so I sort of trailed 
myself down and sat on the outhouse. The outhouse didn't have any door on it, and so it 
was facing the other direction. So I'm sitting there, on this lovely day and sort of looking 
around and doing my thing and all of a sudden, this bear comes out and stares at me from 
the bushes. And I'm sitting on the can [laugh]. And he's only maybe what? 15 feet from me. 
And I'm sitting there and there's this big head of this black bear staring at me and I look at 
him and I say 'shoo bear, shoo bear'. And so, he kind of looked at me and then he took off 
and I finished my business and toddled down the path as fast as I could. 


