
Part 1- 
I: I'm Sharon Walker. 
 
S: I'm Diana Smith. I'm here to talk about my great, great grandfather, whose name 
is Charles Samuel Nicol. He came from Britain, after doing all sorts of things because he 
was associated with government and people and somehow was transferred out here. And 
was associated with a mine out here. And also had a lot to do with the social things that 
went on in this area, after moving from Victoria, coming up here to Sidney. Shortly after he 
arrived, his wife came from, well his wife-to-be, came from Britain and they were married in 
Victoria and had 4 children, 4 boys. The youngest one was my father, but Charles got 
himself into all sorts of things that really made this country more important. It was before it 
was a province, and he was in Victoria doing a lot of, helping with the organization of it. And 
he actually came up in, when he was in Nanaimo he was associated with social things and 
had a yacht and ran a, won a race, and won a prize for it. And it came down to me through 
different people in my family and it ended up with being my, with myself and a cousin of 
mine in California. And she came up and the 2 of us went over into the museum or I think, 
just around here somewhere in. No, in Nanaimo. And we presented it there and they were 
very happy to have this prize, yeah. So anyways, he worked with the mine. A lot of 
problems with it and got himself up in the running of it. And it was a coal mine. And had 
various trips back and forth down to San Francisco and then one time they, I think he must 
have been associated with the people in Britain and they decided to send him and gave him 
some information about going to some of the other countries and he went first to Spain and 
then to other countries as well. So, but then came back and eventually became an old man 
here in Victoria and he passed away. And I wish I had known him. I think he was a great 
man. I think he was strong. I think he was smart, and I think he was very much in wanting to 
have things good for people. I think he liked people. 
 
 
Part 2- 
I: This is Sharon Walker. 
 
S: And Diana Smith. Just one more thing about this donation that my cousin and I made to 
the, with the cup. She came up from California and we had a wonderful visit up here. And 
while we were here in Nanaimo, we had our picture taken at the street and on the street 
name, it said 'Nicol Street'. And it is part of the island highway, so that's makes it kind of 
important to me. 


