
Part 1- 
I: This is Lee Losell, Branch Manager at the Qualicum Beach library and I'm here 
with Teunis Westbroek, who's the Mayor of the town of Qualicum Beach. Good morning, 
Mr. Mayor. 
 
W: Good morning, Lee.  
 
I: This interview is part of our Canada 150 oral history project at Vancouver Island Regional 
Library. Today's date is June 27th, 2017. And Mr. Westbroek has agreed to do a reading for 
us of his, what's that project called is? Love Letters to Qualicum Beach, is that right? 
 
W: Yes. In celebration of Canada 150, in my own words. 
 
I: Excellent. OK. Well let's hear, sorry Wayne, go ahead when you're ready. 
 
W: Sure. So I came from Holland in 1973. I was going to be a teacher in Holland and teach 
my students English and geography. So I wanted to see what other countries looked like 
from my own experience and work there, find out the culture and the history of the local 
areas and then come back and teach, but I end up going fishing commercially. It's one of 
the things people do in Canada. So I went salmon fishing on the west coast and I liked it so 
much. Ended up buying my own boat and I never did go back to teach. So here's what 
happened. When I first saw you in 1973, I just knew you were the place I wanted be. As I 
drove on the ferry along Highway 19A, you are for me, the best place to live and play. The 
view of the waterfront along Eaglecrest Golf Course, along Eaglecrest and to the forest, 
down to the beach, on your waterfront, I felt like making the lasting bond. The sights of the 
magnificent mountains in the distance, I knew I wanted to buy property in an instance. 
Driving up Memorial and into town, you felt like home and I knew I would stick around. 
When we caught herring many times in the spring, I walked on your pebbles along your 
curvaceous shore, or swam in the ocean on the beach that I adore, the sound of the sea 
lions and the seagulls and more, the trees, their beauty, and the eagles soar. Playing with 
children and grandchildren in the waves and the sand, strolling with Jenny and holding her 
hand. And in my Chevy, in the sunset, I will always remember, when and how we first met. 
 
 
Part 2- 
I: So my question is, how does being a mayor and a community leader inform who you are 
as a Canadian? How do you? 
 
W: Well, I think when you listen to my poetry, both this and from [Clark Mollenoff?], it kind of 
gives you an indication of who I am. But also what kind of philosophy and how I think about 
Canada, which I think is the best place on Earth. And I think Qualicum Beach is the best 
place in Canada. So little bit biased obviously, but I think most people are born here, or 
maybe brought here by their parents. I chose this as a 19 year old to make this my home. 
So I made a choice. My wife's from New Zealand. I asked to marry me in New Zealand and 
thinking that I might have to go there. But she came up here. We set the wedding date a 
year after I asked her to marry me, and she came up here and she loved this place. That's 
38 years ago now. So we could have lived anywhere in the world, and we chose this 
particular place.  



 
I: So, becoming a mayor and being a community leader of a fairly, you know, it's a fairly 
small group of people in BC that are mayors. Something around 75 maybe or so? How is 
that, like how does that, how did you, how do you? 
 
W: OK, I don't see being the mayor as some kind of boss-leader. I think mayor is a servant 
leader. I don't have, I only have 1 vote on council, so I have to work with council and they 
have to work with me, and we have to come hopefully to consensus, and often it's 
unanimous as to what direction we're doing, what direction we're going. And then it's my job 
to help us get there. And then it's my job to work with staff to help us get there. And that's 
the beauty about Canada. This is the purest form of democracy. The purest form of 
governance, where you have to get elected, I think with the only position as mayor where 
you directly get elected. The other ones, you vote for a MLA or a MP and all the MP's at the 
majority can get, choose the premier and so on. The chair of the regional district is chosen 
by the board. The mayor is the only person that there's directly elected by the people who 
get to vote on that. So I think it's quite an honour and often they say a privilege, but it is. To 
have that opportunity to help make this place even better than it is. And where I start is with 
kids. I look at the kids that we have in our community, in the schools that come to visit. We 
have a youth appreciation lunch for the high school students. I visit the elementary school 
class that has been asking me to come for 10 years now. They do the garbage lit cans that 
you see around town, where different messages on it from the kids to the community saying 
'don't be mean, be green. Put the garbage in the can', you know?  
 
I: I was wondering, like yeah. 
 
W: Yeah, so we have them on the beach. We have them different places. So when you 
listen to the children, and they have great ideas. The reason why we have a movie bus, why 
we have a park near the shady, across from the Casa Grande, is because of kids. The bike 
paths, the trails, the things we do on Beach Day, Family Day, often come from kids. I have 
been coming to council, not during the regular council meetings, but in the morning, at 10 
o'clock or whatever time, and they come in a class and I'm the facilitator, where if they know 
what Qualicum means, they often get the chain of office. So they get to be the mayor. And 
then they all want to get involved and they ask questions. Then the gallery and who's on the 
table-side gets switched and they take turn role, they change roles. But it's a wonderful 
opportunity for me, cause I always thought I'd be a teacher, to have that opportunity to work 
with kids, to help them think about what needs to happen. And one time I did ask them to 
come to a regular council meeting, where they each got a chance to give their message that 
you will see in the footprints, the large footprints on the trail near Bennett Road. And I said 'I 
want you to read your message that you have, are you going to print on the foot in your 
school area'. And so they all came up and then I asked them to stand behind me where I sit 
as the mayor at council, and I said 'you know why I asked you to stand there?' They didn't 
really know. I said 'well, I wanted you to get used to the view because someday, you'll be 
sitting in these chairs. And I want you to tell me now what you want to work with when you 
get to be in that position. So you don't have to clean up a big mess. That we leave you 
something that you have an opportunity to work with and be sustainable'. So they all 
thought about it and they listened and they write good letters. They write to me, emails and 
messages. They're the ones that got going 10 years ago on Plastic Oceans really. They 
didn't know that it was going to be called Plastic Oceans, but they wrote a letter, of [Ms. 
Water's?] class when she was at Qualicium Elementary, that they were concerned about all 



this garbage in the ocean. And of course, since then that movie came out. And you can see 
the birds that are, that have died and you operate them and they're full of plastic. And it's 
shocking to anybody. So when you look at the world, at our community, from their 
perspective, you get to find out what's important. And really what's important to them is not 
much different than us or elderly people. Except for their size of shoes maybe. But they're 
much the same. So they want to know. You can't always fix everything. You'll know that, 
your kids. Sometimes you just have to listen, and I don't mean to generalize too much, but 
with girls they just want you to listen. They don't expect you to fix it. You just have to hear 
them. And there may be some encouraging comment you can make, but you don't try and 
always fix it. So, this is what I do most of the time. I can't fix everybody's problem. I listen to 
them, I care about it, I think about it, I ask staff, I ask council about is there anything that we 
can do to address this issue? Most of the time, we can, but not always. But at least we 
we've given it a good hearing. I think that's the mark of a good council, of a good mayor, of 
a good staff, is to listen to people and not have a closed mind that we know best, we're 
professionals and you're not, I'm elected and you're not, I'm in charge and you're not. No. 
We're in this together. Not long ago, I was sitting on the other side. This is not my office. 
This is the mayor's office. I have it occupied for a few terms, that's all. So, I gotta do the 
best I can. It's not that I had this title, it's when I've finished, that I can be proud of the 
legacy that's left behind. That when we walk around town, I can say 'know what? I had 
something to do with that'. Or as a council, we really approved the situation. So whether it's 
the gardens or the roundabout or road or park or whatever it is we did, that we can feel 
good about it. And so you wanna make sure that the things you do are the things you want 
to be remembered by. And Canada is such a great country. We've ruined a lot. I mean the 2 
world wars really put it on the world stage, where we showed up as a country. I think we 
were better than any other fighting force that they had, when you look at the story of Vimy 
Ridge. When, especially when Holland, when you hear the stories of Canadians coming into 
the country, kicking out our neighbours who were a disaster to us as Nazis. So there's a 
huge amount of goodwill in the world towards Canada, so it's an amazing country.  
 
I: So when you were young, Canada was one of the countries that, it was a natural 
consideration for you? 
 
W: Oh, no it was not a consideration to stay here. But I wanted to come here, because we 
heard about the Canadians and the role they're played. Not the only ones. British, 
American, they all helped. They had a bit, a lot to do with it. But seeing that Canadians were 
sent more to Holland than some other places, and there's a lot of connections still. 
Yesterday, there was a funeral service for [Gerta Kritz?] who was a predominate member of 
the museums. She died, but there was a fellow who came to visit from back east, dropped 
in at the senior’s drop-in center, talked to her husband. They didn't know each other, and 
'oh, you're from, where are you from?' And the place and he talked about Holland for some 
reason that he was in Holland during liberation. And 'what place?' Talked about the place. 
He said 'my wife's from that place'. The guy had the picture that this woman, back as a 17 
year old, had given this guy with flowers and thanked him for helping liberate the army. And 
this guy ran into her husband at the senior’s drop-in center. So he said 'Gerta, you'd better 
get over here.' So she went over and there they met. What a chance of that? But, so there 
is this deep and abiding respect, from both sides. Cause I hear from Canadians that they 
never felt as appreciated, maybe they just say that to me, but I don't think so, as people in 
Holland. There's a big tie there, a strong tie. So, when you look around the world, especially 
when you look to the neighbours to the south, we have a lot to be thankful for. That we are 



inclusive, you know? When we invited a refugee family that are now living on Sunningdale, 
on one of the nicest property in town. Not someplace where nobody can see them, and kind 
of a nobody wants to live there. No, this is a perfect spot for a family of 8. The grandmother, 
the parents, and 5 children. They live in that house, for free, because we wanted them. We 
wanted to show that after 20 years in a refugee camp, you're welcome in Qualicum Beach. I 
think there was one of the biggest community builders that I've experienced. Certainly in 
this term, but probably some more terms as well. So that's a great thing for us to say. We're 
inclusive, we're inviting you in. I've made tremendous contacts with the First Nations in 
Qualicum, whether it's the [Miracommas?] or [Trish Cassidy?] before her, and now [Mike 
Ricalma?] We have dinners together. Him and his wife and my wife and I, we go for meals 
together. We have, we're friends. We talk about things. I wanna do the best I can for his 
people and he wants to help Qualicum Beach the best it can, and work together. And not 
just to sing a song or to say we're on the traditional territories. That's just like saying 'how 
are you?' but you're already walking. and you're not really have time to listen. Something 
meaningful. Like I'm really hoping they get that land at the west end of Qualicum Beach that 
I've identified for growth and development. I said that the government has said that actually 
could have been part of a land claim issue, so we're not going to develop it. The province is 
not selling it. We're gonna, I said I want you as First Nations, to own that land and work with 
us to develop it, so you're the beneficiary, we're both beneficiaries because the way it's 
designed, for people that can live there in the future. So these are meaningful dialogues that 
we're having, so. 
 
I: And I, you know, that inclusively that you talked about that's so essentially Canadian, we 
really do need to extend that to our indigenous peoples that are already here as well, right? 
Yeah. 
 
W: Right. So, I make a special effort that when we have an invitation, I don't send them a 
email. I don't put it in a mailbox, I personally deliver and say 'Chief, we would love you to 
attend this'. And they in turn, invite us to when the Tribal Journey comes around, that we 
show up there, and do whatever we can to help. So, you got the inclusiveness, the truth and 
reconciliation, and working with our First Nations. We got our youth. That's what I'm talking 
about. That's why I bring these classes into our council chambers. That's why we have a 
youth appreciation lunch. So, we want them to feel welcome. We give them priority times at 
the ball fields, the arenas, stuff like that. That's what we did, why we're doing that.  
 
I: So will you do anything in particular to celebrate the Canadian birthday? 150? 
 
W: Well, we're gonna have a, in Qualicum Beach, personally?  
 
I: Yeah. What will you be doing personally? 
 
W: Personally, I'll be unveiling the mural at the E.C.H.O. Players Theatre. And we're going 
to be in a parade, together with council and we're going down to the legion where we'll have 
some of official comments. But you're getting the sample of my comments right now. About 
the inclusiveness. About truth and reconciliation. About our youth. And of course, the 
environment. Just, about a month ago, Qualicum Beach was awarded the highest that was 
given out at that time for our waterfront master plan. We've taken into account climate 
change. It's one of the things that have been taking years. Like you don't just, OK let's do a 
plan and here it is. You gotta talk to people who are involved in this knowledge of climate 



change. Engineers, [S and L Lavland?]. I have a fellow called [John RIchard?] who is one of 
the most regarded people dealing with these types of things. So we're planning our 
waterfront based on climate change, and one of the first things we did, when we learned 
about climate change and the temperature rise, that we're going to have more floods. 
People will always see that. So, I'm gonna talk about how we, not as much as much as I'm 
telling you now, but about the environment. So those are the 4 elements that I'll be touching 
on when I'm asked to say something. I'll try and keep it concise, but from experience, not 
what maybe the whole country's doing. Although, they are acknowledging us. We've got an 
award internationally for our village neighbourhood planning, where we wanted people to 
live in town, where we have our library, our swimming pool, where we have our shops. It's a 
good concentration that people living in higher density around us, so they can walk to all 
these amenities. So that's nationally acknowledged. So that's kind of what I plan to do. 
Personally, I just want to participate in the events. We're going to have a dance, we're going 
to have music, we're going to have food. And just mingle with people. And that's, again 
that's the honour of being the mayor. Yeah. 
 
I: Yeah, thank you very much, Mr. Mayor. 
 


