
Part 1- 
G: Hi, I'm Shalema Gante from the Nanaimo African Heritage Society. I'm the founder and 
president. Nanaimo African Heritage Society has been in our community now for 17 years. 
When I first came to, this part, I'm originally from New York, but I've immigrated about, oh 
God, 30 some years. I don't want to be giving my age away, but there we go. I started 
taking classes at the Malaspina at that time. And so we had some staff there that, there was 
a professor there a long time ago that had started doing stuff about black history and so on. 
And I just followed in her footsteps and a lot of the staff was wonderful to me in the 
university and we started doing black history in the community. So when we celebrate 150 
years of Canada, it reminds me of the pioneers that first came. The Sir James Douglas 
brought them over, our chief factor, and brought them to this island. And so, 150 years ago, 
there was the first settlers that came and help pioneer our land, that where we are. Which 
makes me very proud. When I first got here, I was a little bit of where are the black people? 
Where's the black people? You know, but then I started hearing all this history that had 
been there. People had been here before, in the 18h century and so on. So I was very 
proud to done monuments with the Stark family that was over in Salt Spring Island and 
work with the Alexander family in Victoria. And then of course the salt, sorry, the Stark 
family is directly tied to Nanaimo. Cause Nanaimo had it's first black teacher, who was 
Emily Stark. So that was a direct tie-in. Just wonderful history that I've discovered over on 
the island, and just, that's you know, I just love that part, that makes it synonymous that we 
are Canadian and that we're celebrating. And you know, Canada is one of those places 
where it's such a mosaic of people. I get to meet people from all around the world, you 
know. It's so wonderful that way. So I'm happy to be in this community and happy to be part 
of the celebration of 150 years and more, you know. Our aboriginal people have been here 
a lot longer than that, so the fact that we're counting everybody which is wonderful.  
 
Part 2- 
G: It's always important to have relationships with partners in our communities, 
which Nanaimo African Heritage has established that with our local library. And our library is 
wonderful that you're coming and asking me these questions because in the last few years, 
we've put on events for children and we bring authors in to read to the grade schools. And 
so we look forward to keeping that going for the next few years. In the next years. 


