
K: Hi, my name is Sara Kishawi and I'm originally from Gaza Strip, Palestine. I came to 
Canada in 2011 with my family, as a, what is it? Skilled workers, as a position my dad 
applied for in 2006 and by the time documents got through, it was 2011. We stayed in Egypt 
for 10 days. It's better to get out of the country earlier because the borders can close at any 
time. And then we went to the Netherlands, and then caught flights from there to 
Vancouver. We stayed in Vancouver for about 3 days. And then we came to Nanaimo, on 
May 11, 2011 and it was kind of crazy, cause we really didn't know anyone here. We didn't 
know any, the language really small for me and my sisters mostly. My parents kind of spoke 
a little English, but we almost spoke zero. And I started, we started school right away in 
May, even though you really don't do anything in the last month. And I went to Georgia 
Avenue School and I started playing basketball and cross-country which are a huge passion 
of mine. And I joined the student leadership there, which is one of my very favorite activities 
to do is like student council and leadership and all that. And then I graduated grade 7 from 
there and I went to Woodlands Secondary School where I was in grade 8 and 9. And then I 
still played basketball and cross-country and then in grade 9, Woodlands unfortunately 
closed. And then I went to Wellington for this year, grade 10. And I still play cross-country 
and basketball, and this year I was elected president of student council, cause I ran for it. 
And I'm going to graduate a year early, so next year in 2019 and my plan is to be lawyer 
and I want to study at UVic and I want to do an undergraduate degrees in psychology and 
criminology. I want to work with youth as a lawyer because I think that our records of, 
statistics of criminals in the, in Canada really rely on the youth and how they are presented 
when they are young and making those decisions. So I want to help with that. And that's my 
story. 


