
S: Emil Sorensen. And born on this date in Denmark in 1927. Home born type of thing of 
course. And grew up there until I was 20 years ago, of age. At that point in time, I served my 
apprenticeship in the mechanical trade. Joined the army, conscription, involuntary. And then 
back to work again for a large shipping company, a large marine company. Marine 
manufacturing engines, diesel engines, boats, shipbuilding, that type of stuff. I left in 1953, I 
immigrated to Canada with my brother, my older brother. And we start working in the 
logging industry for the first year, because he was a faller from the old country. Then at 
some point in time, we split up. He went to the United States. He eventually became a 
citizen in the United States. And I stayed in Canada, became a Canadian citizen. I worked 
for a number of companies. Logging, mining, construction. Eventually got married in 1958 to 
a girl from Lytton. And then worked the railroad, CPR for approximately 5 years. Then I got 
a job in Nanaimo as an instructor with BC Vocational School at that time, which was 
operated by the government. Later on that became Malaspina College, and later on of 
course, it became Vancouver Island University, which it is now. I retired in '92. And in year 
2000, roughly, take or give, I went back as a volunteer in the heavy duty shops and welding 
shops. And I got involved in starting a boat building program. We built several boats, 
including a 47-footer that are now up at Deep Bay, working on the research station up there 
as a work boat. And I just lately got involved with the antique tractor organization here in 
Nanaimo. And one of the things that are on demonstration today is a wood gas generator, 
which is powering, or providing the fuel for a tractor, the one you see over there. And it has 
been in the tractor show a couple of times. That type of generator was used in Europe in the 
years from 1939 to 1945, when no fuel was available. In Denmark, there were 60,000 
vehicles that operated on wood only. And so that has been one of the little projects that 
we've done lately. So that's basically it. 


