
W: This is Sharon Walker at the Sidney library. 
 
I: Hello, my name in Margaret Ibbotson at the Sidney library. And my story is, in 1951 my 
brother and his best friend were going to come on a walking holiday from England to 
Canada. They had a bicycle, a motorbike accident while they were earning money to help 
and to get a stake. The 2 guys finished up in hospital, and being a lovely sister, I went and 
visited my brother and I felt sorry for this poor soul who lived in, who was in the next bed. 
And I visited sort of every other day and I would write little notes to cheer them up. And as a 
thank you when my brother's friend came out of hospital, he took me out for supper and 
then he took me out the next night, and the next night, and the next night, and 14 days later 
he said 'you know? I think I'd like it better if you came to Canada with me instead of your 
brother, so I guess we'd better get married, hey?' And I said 'OK'. And so 6 months later, we 
left for Canada. I think we were 9 days on a boat coming over. We landed in, I forget where 
it would be. In, on the, we landed in Canada, on the east coast. And we only had enough 
money to come across by bus. And there wasn't a direct bus straight across Canada. We 
had to go part way down into the States and then up to Winnipeg and across to Vancouver. 
We spent all our money, almost all our money on the bus fare. We had 5 days and 5 nights 
on the bus because we couldn't, didn't have enough money to stay anywhere. We landed in 
Canada with $8 in 1952. And it is now 2017 and we have a little bit more than [laugh] $8. 
And if we have any time left, we're still very happily married. We enjoy our life together. We 
have, gave birth to 3 wonderful Canadians and we have, and now they're all married. Some 
of them have children, and I'm a great grandmother. And we're still happily married. Most of 
the time [laugh]. And that's all I have to say. 


