
I: I'm Sharon Walker at the Sidney library. 
 
S: And my name's Gavin Stuart at the, I dropped into the Sidney library today. 
 
I: Great. 
 
S: So, Canada's a place I've been born and raised. Now in the way that my mother tells the 
story, when I was a child I wanted to be a bush pilot who was also a doctor and a musician. 
I don't quite remember this story this way, but who I guess would fly in remote communities, 
take care of whatever that was need to be taken care of up there, and then play a concert 
before I leave. So far, I've got 2 out of 3. So I fly for work now and when I started as a brand 
new pilot, I got the opportunity to explore Canada's Arctic, which is, I realized having grown 
up and never been up in the Arctic, never been north of 60, just how much is up there, and 
how much we miss as southern Canadians in the Arctic. And just how cool the culture, the 
history, the military history up there, and just how much, yeah, that we really just don't know 
much about living down south. So I was in, went up through Yellowknife and then I was 
stationed out on Baffin Island, so north of Ottawa and Iqaluit and further north. Which was 
really quite an eye-opening experience to learn about the distant early warning line that we 
had up there for the Cold War, so the DEW Line. And the old radar sites that a lot of which 
now are being decommissioned. So I had a lot of experience flying around there, with the 
camps and some of those old radar sites and that kind of thing. And there's no trees up 
there. So a totally, totally different view than what we're used to down here. So that was 
really kind of neat to see. And from there, from the Arctic, my career has then taken me as I, 
you know, I grew up in Alberta, it's, I lived in Prince George for a couple of years. I lived in 
Vancouver. Took me to New Zealand, which isn't actually in Canada of course, but it's one 
of those kind of, it's a bit of a, I guess icon in our history. You know, bush pilots exploring 
the Arctic, opening up. You know aviation is huge in Canada and it's become an integral 
part of my development as a man as well as a young Canadian, and really getting to see 
some cool spots that I otherwise would not have. 


