
I: I'm Sharon Walker. 
 
L: And I'm LM. OK, and my story is I'm in Canada now since 2004. I'm still very happy to be 
here. I like the difference people think here. Coming from Germany, I have the impression in 
Germany, everything is much more about everything's a problem, or what's the 
disadvantage. While here in Canada, my experience with people is much more, what's the 
opportunity? What can I learn from it? And if it doesn't work out, I still learn something. I was 
a teacher in Germany, and always wanted to be a counselor when I was older and had 
more life experience. And so when I came to Canada, I thought 'let's see how they go 
ahead to become a counselor'. And my friends here, I'm very lucky to have friends here, 
helped me to figure out a few things and helped me to find a college that was absolutely 
perfect for me in Victoria. The approach to counseling is much more practical here, as far as 
I can see. Much more 'what can we do to help you to get better?' And not so much 'OK let's 
look at your childhood for the next 1/2 year'. If the childhood comes up, that's fine. But it's 
not so much the focus than the 'what can we do about this?' This doing, moving forward. 
And I made a completely new experience with learning here. Teachers were much more 
helpful. Of course it was expensive. That's the other side. But it was worth it, absolutely 
worth it. There was a lot of support, a lot of encouragement, and I'm now volunteering and I 
love it. I just love it. I'm very, very happy with my decision to come and stay here. And who 
knows? Maybe I'll stay a bit longer. Time will tell. That's my story. 


