
T: Hello, my name is Behzad. I've been living in Canada, Nanaimo for 2 and a 1/2 years 
now. I waited for immigration for 20 years when I decided until it happened. And when I 
applied for immigration in papers, actual papers, it took us 6 years to get granted, to come 
to Canada. Surprising enough, we got granted permanent residency for Australia as well, so 
we had the chance to explore that country for a short time and then we arrived in Canada. 
I'm happy to say after coming to Canada and after comparing these 2 countries, we chose 
to call Canada, Nanaimo home. And there was different reasons. One of the few that I 
would like to mention is just how friendly people are here and how kind and great is the 
nature and how mild is the weather. We like it here. I own my business. My wife is an 
entrepreneur. She owns her business. We have 2 kids, 2 daughters, 15 and 10. They are 
blending in. They are settling in and they absolutely love living here. I'm from Iran originally. 
My country is a great country. It's beautiful, it's fantastic. We had some issues with how it's 
run, and because of that, we had to leave our country and we are happy to call Canada our 
2nd home. So far, I've been active in community with volunteering. I'm a active volunteer in 
Canadian Blood Services. I am a member of a Rotary Club here in town, which we do all 
sort of thing, the good things for our community here in Nanaimo and all around the world. 
And I have other commitments for community, as much as I can help. I'm ready to help 
because I got help from this community some day when I needed help and I'm just feeling 
to just give back to community that I love and I'm proud to call home. 


