
FA:OK, so both my grandfathers were born in 1889, and they were of age when the first 
world war came. And as you know, that war was a great slaughter. And so, how did they 
survive? My grandfather, my mother's grandfather, his name was Miller. He was a chauffeur 
for a general. And that's a good place to be, because they never got killed. And my 
grandfather on my father's side was a telegraph operator. So he would always had to be 
behind lines to be sending the communications. So, they both survived the first world war by 
not being right out there. And then when they came back to Alberta, they both lived in a 
small town called Crossfield, which is now virtually a suburb of Calgary, but at the time it 
was very small. And they both survived the depression similarly as well. Miller was a grain 
elevator operator. That never went out of business. And Percy, my other father, grandfather, 
was a railway operator. So the railway and the grain elevator, they never shut down during 
the depression, so. Although my parents would moan about the depression, tell me how 
bad it was and how easy I had it, they actually lived quite well during the depression, 
whereas everybody else was unemployed. It was really quite difficult to get by. So, I feel 
very fortunate to have been born in Canada. I was born in Calgary, of course my parents 
lived in Crossfield. And I'm a 5th generation Canadian on both sides. I don't know the 
people before my grandparents, but I do my, I live with my, with Percy and Eva, my 
grandmother on my father's side for 1 year when I was going to high school. And I got all 
the stories about the first world war from him, when he would have his cronies come over 
and they would have a few drinks and talk about the first world war. And that was quite 
fascinating for me. So, I feel fortunate to have had that experience and also feel very 
fortunate to have lived in Canada cause it's the free-est country in the world and I think 
British Columbia's the free-est part of BC, and of Canada. And I think Haida Gwaii is the 
free-est part of BC, so I'm very happy to be here. That'll be it. 


