
R: I once met an Irish couple in Guatemala and they were talking about how they weren't 
proud to be Irish. That being proud of your nationality was strictly an American thing, that 
Europeans didn't feel that way. And somehow I identified with that and I feel that I'm not 
proud to be Canadian. And I feel like that's actually a really nice thing about Canada is that 
people don't have to proud to be Canadian, to be considered a part of the community or 
part of this country. It's so diverse and it's so huge. And there's so many different 
communities that come from so many different places that it's, maybe that's something to be 
proud of, but I don't think that's the right word. It's not the right concept. But I think that is 
something that is uniquely Canadian and it's a really nice thing about Canada, that we have 
this diversity that there's no need to be proud of. We just identify with who we are. One of 
my favorite places in Canada is Haida Gwaii where I live. And most people, although we get 
all the benefits of being Canadian and everybody, most people anyway, recognize that. We 
often talk about going to Canada. Taking the ferry over the airplane to Canada. But I think 
somewhere deep down, everybody recognizes that Haida Gwaii wouldn't be Haida Gwaii 
without Canada, because it would be a whole different place, for better or worse, I guess. 
Some people might consider that'd be better if historically we're part of Canada, but 
anyway. At this point in time, we certainly get a lot of benefits. But my point being, that I'm 
not proud to be Canadian, but I think that's a special privilege in a country like this. To be 
happy to live in a place, but not have to proud of it.  


