
DR: So I'm speaking on behalf of my ancestors in, that had arrived in Canada. My great-
grandmother, Pamela, she was, had come here before her 16th birthday and had married 
Albert Darshy, and both of them had 14 children. And I think now, currently I'm running a 
bed and breakfast in Haida Gwaii, with 5 rooms in a big old house and I think of the amount 
of work that they had to go through. Like my grandma, you know, she was Acadian-French 
and was known to love dancing and throwing huge barbecues. And as soon as she got 
married, a lot of that had changed. It became about raising a family and having a farm. But 
not only, just the runnings of the house. I mean, I think running this place with 5 rooms, I 
think of her with 14 children and having to run the farm and having to do all of their laundry 
and keep everyone fed. And you know, from what I understand, my great-grandfather was, 
he was kind of a mover and a shaker and he had big ideas, as far as business went. But 
while he was out trying to hustle different entrepreneurial projects, my grandma was at 
home, really thinking practically about, you know, how to make money for the farm and so, 
my grandma was also known for her butter. She was, she had taught the children how to 
make butter, how to churn it, and she would go door-to-door delivering her butter, while my 
great-grandfather would often disappear and come back with some new scheme. But I 
guess I, where I'm going with this is thinking of the women behind the pioneer men of 
Canada and how often their stories don't get told. And I just keep thinking of my great-
grandmother and my grandma. And you know, that side's the French-Canadian side. They 
had came here. And on my grandma's side, they had ended up going to Bonneville and 
there was a large French community there. But some migrated to Nova Scotia, some also 
went to Louisiana. And so it was a big part of arts and culture and music and good food. 
And today, I try to keep that alive. I often try to throw big barbecues and I keep her in my 
thoughts. And how she loved to dance and how she loved to entertain and I also try to 
remember how a lot of that changed as soon as she got married. So, being a single woman 
here, it's nice that I can keep her spirit alive and still get to do all the fun things that a single 
woman in, here gets to do. So, back then I guess, that too is a lot different. My great-
grandfather was Protestant and even that in that tiny community was very, you know 
classified as, they were kind of shunned in the community. Just based on being Protestant-
Catholic in a small Catholic community. But yeah, I think that's as far as my Canadian pride 
goes, I just think of how hard most of my ancestors worked to come here. And also you 
know, I think of my great-grandfather who was known for actually working alongside the 
Metis and during Louis Riel's revolution. Helped bring him supplies and, you know, for a lot 
of the ingenuity, my great-grandparents had bringing, teaching craftsmanship. My great-
grandfather was known for his woodmanship and his skill with working with wood. And all 
the shared talents of all of our ancestors, coming here together and bringing all of our gifts 
from all of our backgrounds. I think of my Ukrainian background and, I mean, that's on my 
dad's side. And that's a whole other story of where, you know Stalin's regime, where they 
had to come here and they had to flee. They had to flee war and also it was a genocide. So 
my middle name is Yvonne and it's named after Vonne, who was Cossack and he fled 
Stalin's regime. And so they were known for, my grandma on my dad's side was married 
when she was 14, and back then, that wasn't uncommon. It's what you did to survive. So, I 
know I have strong blood of very resilient and incredible ancestors that really made a go of 
being here in Canada and I think they really tried to make this place home and try to make a 
safe place for them and their children. So I hope I can follow in their footsteps and carry that 
legacy on. Thanks. 


