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Summary 
This article provides a brief overview of a successful component of the Professional Practice course requirement of the University of 

Manitoba's City Planning Program. The component is designed to encourage case study research collaborations between planning students 
and professional practitioners on topical planning issues. The collaborations collectively help to take the pulse of planning practice in the province. 

Sommaire 
Cet article jette un coup d'reil rapide sur un valet reussi du cours obligatoire de pratique professionnelle qui fait partie du programme 

d'etudes en urbanisme de l'Universite du Manitoba. Ce valet vise a encourager les partenariats de recherche pratique entre /es etudiants en 
urbanisme et /es urbanistes professionnels, sur des dossiers sail/ants. Ces collaborations constituent un moyen collectif de prendre le pouts de 

la pratique de l'urbanisme dons la province. 

Preparing planning students for the 
transition to professional practice is 

the focus of a capstone course in the 
Master of City Planning (MCP) program 
at the University of Manitoba. Embodying 
a close partnership with the Manitoba 
Professional Planners Institute (MPPI), 
the course is built around several active 
learning assignments, including 
collaborating with a practitioner on 
original planning practice case study 
research ( on some aspect of "best
practice" or "cutting-edge" planning 
practice of mutual interest). The resulting 
body of research amounts to an annual 
"taking the pulse of practice in the 
province", led by planning students, 
validated by planning practitioners. 

The case studies have become the basis 
for an annual end-of-course-work event, 
now in its fourth year, co-hosted by the 
program and the affiliate. Students 
exhibit blow-ups of their draft cover 
pages for what has come to be known 
as their Case-in-Point assignment. MPPI 
has further supported the activity by 
championing an annual set of Student 
Case-in-Point Excellence Awards. (See 
examples of recent projects at the MPPI 
web site at http://www.mppi.mb.ca/ 
other.asp.) Both MPPI and the University 
of Manitoba MCP program hope that 
this kind of collaboration can be replicated 
across the country. Perhaps one day CIP 

will sponsor a national awards competition 
showcasing the best case studies to 
emerge from partnerships between CIP 
affiliates and university planning programs. 

Project Purpose 
The Case-in-Point assignment assists 
students to clarify key professional 
interest areas, form a working relationship 
with a practitioner with similar interests, 
and negotiate a collaboration to generate 
case study research of more general 
interest. It involves reaching out, 
initiative taking, professional interaction, 
relationship building and professional 
development. 

In collaboration with a planning 
practitioner (ideally, but not necessarily, 
an MCP alumnus who is also a member 
of CIP), students are expected to 
undertake a case study that specifically 
attempts to take the pulse of a field of 
planning practice of personal interest to 
student and practitioner. The case study 
is approached and written up on the 
model of the former American Institute 
of Certified Planners (AICP) CaseBook 
(now Practicing Planner) initiative 
(http://www.planning.org/practicingplann 
er).AICP represents this case study 
feature on its web site as providing "a 
vehicle for sophisticated readers-the 
members of AICP -to learn from the 
successes and failures found in everyday 

planning practice. Case studies permit 
the reader to benefit from the 
experience of others." The Manitoba 
Practicing Planner Case-in-Point adaptation 
specifically promotes joint student
practitioner collaboration. Hopefully, in 
the future, each case study will also 
attract the participation of a planning 
academic. 

The assignment is an opportunity to 
revisit and practise case study research 
method in a professional planning 
context. While one case study on its 
own may not seem to amount to much, 
a set or series of case studies is critical 
for "grounded" theory building; it is 
therefore an inspiration for students 
once in practice, and their practitioner
collaborators, to become actively 
involved in actually making new theory 
that is grounded in practice.A listing of 
the case studies and collaborators over 
the past few years is provided on 
the Department's web site at: 
http://www. u man itoba.ca/facu lties/arch it 
ecture/cp/Pages/mppi.html 

Project Outline 
Initial topic research facilitates exploration 
and clarification of the student's research 
interest, and of possible case study 
settings to serve this interest. It sets up 
the canvas of potential collaborators, 
namely, planning practitioners who share 
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the interest. Such practitioners could 
be those who write for planning 
practitioner publications (e.g., Plan 
Canada; Ontario Planning Journal; 
ScenarioPlus;Western Planner; PIBC News), 
or who are otherwise vocal about 
issues of interest (such as on planning 
listservs or biogs). Students are 
challenged in an interim assignment to 
clearly identify the topic at the heart of 
the study being proposed, and then 
specify and justify the particular case 
study setting being employed to 
investigate this topic. Students are also 
challenged to focus on a topic they 
believe will be of interest to a wide range 
of planning practitioners, regardless of 
the particular case study setting. 

Collaborators have the option of 
pursuing one of two sub-themes-"at 
the cutting edge" or "practically the 
best"-depending on the assessment of 
the current state of the topic being 
explored. For example, is the topic well 
evolved and comparatively mature, to 
the point that certain broadly applicable 
best practices can be readily identified? 
Or is it in a state of flux, with traditional 
approaches being questioned or doubted, 
or with new challenges opening up, 
creating a clear demand for new 
cutting-edge practice? If the leaning is 
toward tried-and-tested best practice, 
direction is provided to various best 
practices compilations or professional 
institute award winners. If the leaning is 
toward innovative but unproven cutting 
edge initiatives, the direction is to good 
alternative literature. 

When crafting their presentations, 
students are encouraged to have in 
mind a target audience such as the 
current readership of Plan Canada in 
Manitoba. They are encouraged to 
attempt to pick up on (and take off 
from) relevant aspects of recent articles 
touching on their interest area
especially articles written by 
practitioners. This is where the 
practitioner-collaborator can generally 
be of most use to the students. 

A Successful Project? 
While still evolving, the Case-in-Point 
initiative offers students an experience 
beyond that of just another assignment 
in another course. Furthermore, the 
initiative represents an emerging 
collaborative case study research 
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program for the Department of City 
Planning, and another legacy from 
current students to students-to-come. 
For the profession in Manitoba, the 
body of work serves to regularly "take 
the pulse of practice" in the province: 
for example, is it vibrant, dull, expanding, 
consolidating, diversifying or standardizing? 
For each practitioner-collaborator their 
scholarly persona is exercised, their 
practice is modeled to a student, and 
their continuing contribution to theory 
building is realized. Students experience 
what it is like to be an agent-collaborateur, 
operating from a strong sense of their 
emerging professionalism while honing 
their developing professional skills. 

MPPI and UMCP invite other affiliates 
and planning programs to collaborate 
on similar initiatives to spur on CIP to 
add its support and encouragement on 
a national scale. • 

Ian Wight, PhD, MCIP, is Associate Professor 
and Head of the City Planning Program at the 
University of Manitoba. He can be reached at 
jwight@cc.umanitoba.ca 
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