
D: OK, my name is Norm. And I'm born and raised here in Duncan. And, what else do I 
say? You wanted to know about the sloth, right?  
 
I: Sure. The sloth is Canadian? 
 
D: Right. Made here in Canada, that's true. As I was saying, I bought the sloth 8 years ago 
and the apartment building that I live in, I used to play with the kids in the hallways and stuff, 
OK? It was a great way to connect. In 2014, as a volunteer for Sunfest for several years, I 
decided to take the sloth with me. During the Tim McGraw show, I had 57 pictures taken of 
the sloth and what was to become later, just didn't know, Sunfest Willie. Sunfest Willie was 
dubbed Willie Nelson lookalike by Derek Bentley. 2012. And this got into some kind of 
phenomenon, like a snowball going from little to big. About the sloth, OK? I realized that the 
sloth actually is really important, because the sloth will help take you off of what you're 
thinking. You might still be thinking it, but I'm talking to you. In my first, the first year I took 
him out, as I was saying, it got all these pictures. So I'm thinking later in the year, somebody 
is going to go into their photo album 30 years from now. And should they have kept some of 
the Sunfest pictures, they're automatically gonna go from a low sense of feeling to an 
extremely high one. And they're going to stay there for a long, long time. I mean days, 
months, weeks. Long time. To me, that is my pay cheque. And that's all I ask for, OK? I 
really do. Over the next few years from 2014 on, it really started getting, that snowball 
getting bigger. Willie Nelson lookalike would get 2 to 300 photographs taken. I had a beard 
then, just about as much as you have. Just enough, OK? As Sunfest Willie, with the sloth, 5 
to 600 photographs. Every single show. Today, my name is Norm. It's just when I step out 
the door of my apartment into the general public, I'm Willie. Norm's gone. It's weird how 
that's working. It's only took 3 years to evolve and it's getting bigger and bigger. However, 
because there's this 6 year thing, with being a volunteer, once you hit 6 years you're [cutting 
noise], because you're too popular and then an ego, and I want, I want, I want. Well, this 
was different. This was endorsed by Sunfest long ago. Do it. Because I'm not only the 
greeter, I'm the bonder. See they wanted me to do it because I'm not only the greeter, but 
I'm the one that bonds with them. People that started coming to the old site at the exhibition 
grounds in 2009 have carried on to the new site. People that have come from the very 
beginning in 2001 out at Providence Park. They are all still Sunfest fans.  
 
I: Cause of that bond, as well. 
 
D: It's the bonding.  
 
I: Yeah, I can see that.  
 
D: And the journalist, the professional media people, especially last year really opened my 
eyes up. They said Greg Adams and his family are business partners are just after the 
ching-ching. There's nothing else to this that's them. They are not Sunfest. You are. And 
you are directly responsible for all these people coming back year after year after year after 
year. Some of them would ask me 'don't you ever wonder why they keep coming back? Do 
they ever come up to you and tell you?' Yeah, every year. Every year, they come here 
because of you. We're not interested in the music. It's just music. We're not interested in 
being a member of now tens of thousands of people. We come here because of you.  
 
I: And the sloth? 



 
D: No. I can go at night without the sloth. No hat. And it still causes the same attention. And 
that's when I get the most comments. It's because of you is why we come back.  
 
I: That's very cool. 
 
D: Because we believe. 
 


