
W: Doug Watson. Hi. 
 
I: Hi. You just talk. 
 
W: OK. Canada. OK. The things I like about Canada. We are much friendlier people. The 
events that happen in the Cowichan Valley like this are, I don't think they happen around 
the world like they do here. The 39 days of July, free live music every day. Our political 
system, sometimes I disagree with that. Some of the things I don't like about Canada. We 
pay for everything. If you want to go to a park, you have to pay to park in a park. You have 
to pay to go in a public park. We've already paid all our taxes for this. If I drive down to the 
States on the I-5, I can stop at a rest stop. I can sleep overnight there and I can continue 
on. You can't do that in Canada. I think Canada's very good as far as education, you know, 
for our children and stuff like that. I mean a lot of our brain power leaves the country 
because money's better in other places. I've lived on, you know, I'm from Ontario originally. 
I've moved to the west coast. And crazy people like that. You don't find them anywhere else 
but in Canada. Everybody knows you, everybody says 'hello'. Canada has a small town feel 
to it, compared to, like I've been to the States and stuff and people don't meet your eye 
when you walk down road. People don't say 'hello' to you, like in Canada. I can walk 
anywhere. I've been in Vancouver, Victoria, Duncan, anywhere in Canada and you walk 
down the street and people will say 'hello' to you and people are friendly, so I like that about 
Canada. We're a proud people, but we're not aggressively proud. We're not a 
warmongering or seeking to, you know, take over. We have what we got and we share. 
Canada's a sharing place. All the stuff I do for this is all free and a lot of the people that are 
involved in events like this are for free, right? The library, I've never, I haven't been to the 
library in years. I think I still have a card. But our library system is great. I remember you 
could order books in, stuff like that. It's clean here. The air's clean. I can go to a lake that I 
can water-ski in and I can drink the water out of that lake. There's not a lot of places in the 
world you could do that anymore. And like I said before, we are a friendly people here. We 
accept everybody. There's the guy that just walked by that was wearing a skirt and had 
boots and everything. He's definitely a guy and he can walk down the middle of the street 
and nobody bothers him, you know. That's just the way we are. We accept people. I think 
we're more accepting than a lot of other countries in the world. And I wouldn't live in any 
other place but Canada, you know. There would be no reason for me to leave. 
 


