
R: Rick Rhodes. Everybody in town knows me. I make fishing flies for probably half the 
people in town. Gotta keep your hands busy when you have fibromyalgia or they seize up. 
And that's what I do, I just go fishing everywhere. And this area is better for trout fishing 
now than it was when I was a kid. It just gets better and better and better. I love every 
minute of it.  
 
I: And how long have you been here? 
 
R: Almost 72 years.  
 
I: Wow. 
 
R: Yeah. I was born here and I plan on dying here. In 1987, I got single and I started looking 
around for a better place to live. Still here. There isn't a better place. That's my old hunting 
spot’s up on the mountain. I've walked every square foot of that mountain many times. And 
it's long. It takes all day to walk along the top of it. And with my legs, that's hard chore. 
Drunk driver busted up my legs for me. Every to, hit me head on. And you just gotta put up 
with it. Carry on. They told me I wouldn't walk again. Obviously, they're wrong, cause I'm 
still walking. And they said I probably won't live past 35. Well, I'm almost 72. Treats me 
good. This is such a good place.  
 
I: And this place obviously help nurse you back to health and? 
 
R: I learnt to walk again by a place called Turtle Lake. Yeah, well it's locked up now. You 
can't go in there anymore. But I started hunting in there, cause like it was an easy walk. And 
from there I progressed to Surly Mountain and back to my [unintelligible]. From the 50's and 
60's, the Beaufort, I humped it up there, boy. I love venison, eh? That's the best food there 
is. And trout. Trout's awful nice, you know?  
 
I: So I've gotta ask a question. So, this is a question I'd like, like Katie thinks it's kinda 
hokey. So if you choose 6 things to symbolize either Port Alberni or Canada to future 
generations or an alien race that comes here, what 6 items would you put in a time 
capsule? 
 
R: Me. [Laugh] 
 
I: [Laugh] You? We'd put you, ok.  
 
R: Oh yeah, oh yeah. 
 
I: That's the right answer, ok - you. 
 
R: Well, I wanna met them aliens too you know [laugh].  
 
I: Well, presumably it would be after you've passed, but if, you know, your specimen, "oh 
he's frozen". 
 
R: They've been here before. Who knows when they're gonna come again. I've seen 'em. 
I've seen 'em right from over that mountain. Come down. I thought it was a helicopter. They 



had the front light. Right over that mountain. And I'm sitting there, and all of a sudden it's 
going 800 miles an hour that way. That's no airplane I ever saw. Wow, that was interesting. 
And I wasn't the only one who saw it.  
 
I: How long ago was that?  
 
R: That'd be in the early '90's. In 1966, when I was hanging in traction in the hospital, a fella 
and I saw one go right by the hospital, and right up over that hill there. And the highway 
patrol report seen 7 of them lined up over Qualicum. And then they took off one at a time. 
Now, you could tell me there's no such thing as an alien, but I'm gonna have to disagree 
with you. I know they're there.  
 
I: So, if they would have stopped and you could have given them 5 other things - so yourself 
would be the first. What are the other 5 symbols of Port Alberni or Canada? Let's say Port 
Alberni, cause you love it here. 
 
R: I would like to say a symbol around here is a really nice big tree, but there's not many of 
those left. I just about cry when I go out fishing now and I drive along. You go for miles and 
miles and no timber. That just rubs me the wrong way, you know? And it's just a beautiful 
place. Like I go and sit in places I went when I was a kid, and I sit there and my line's out 
there and I don't care if I catch a fish. I'm just there cause I want to be there, you know? 
What were you saying? The best things in this area? The trout fishing I'd say. Like I'm 
allergic to salmon so I just leave salmon off the table, but I eat trout. Buddy of mine smokes 
'em up and I can steelhead now, instead of salmon because salmon will kill me. You know? 
It's such a great place.  
 


