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The easternmost municipalities of Ontario 
have banded together to implement a 
groundbreaking study that will direct and 
support planning initiatives to sustain the 
quantity and quality of water resources. 
The Eastern Ontario Water Resources 
Management Study (EOWRMS) is unique 
in its regional scope, cooperative structure 
and comprehensive approach. Among the 
key outcomes are a regional 
environmental information system, an 
understanding of the state and the trends 
of regional water resources, action plans, 
and planning tools to help implement 
study recommendations. 

While each EOWRMS municipality has its 
own steering committee to ensure local 
issues are addressed, considerable 
measures have been taken to maintain a 
consistent regional focus. Coordinating 
such a massive project on a regional basis 
has had its challenges, but there is 
agreement that the benefits have greatly 
exceeded the effort required. The regional 
approach permits planners and scientists 
to look beyond their boundaries to plan 
on the basis of watersheds in a regionally 
coordinated and ecological way. 

Since its conception in 1998 EOWRMS 
has embraced a cooperative approach. 
Each steering committee represents a 
broad spectrum of the community, 
including agricultural producer groups, 
landowners, municipal politicians, and 
staff. There is one regional technical 
advisory group, consisting primarily of 
agency staff. Regional cooperation was 
further ensured by the selection of one 
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consulting team for the entire study 
(CH2M Gore and Storrie) . The study has 
an extensive public participation program 
that includes newsletters, surveys, focus 
groups, open houses, and public 
meetings. 

EOWRMS is comprehensive in nature. It 
has espoused a broad view of water 
resources, and examines groundwater 
and surface water in concert with land
resource and land-use issues. The project 
team has moved beyond the paradigm of 
discrete modelling techniques to adopt a 
groundbreaking ecological approach to 
analysis. 

The cornerstone of the study is the 
development of the regional 
environmental information system for 
eastern Ontario (REIS) . The REIS consists 
of a comprehensive resource 
management database, and tools for data 
management and analytical planning. 
Present activities at Agriculture and Agri
Food Canada are making the REIS widely 
available using Internet mapping 
technology. This initiative will provide . 
municipalities with decision support on 
their desktops. 

Funding for the study was provided by 
local municipalities, Agriculture and Agri
Food Canada, the Ontario Ministry of the 
Environment, and local conservation 
authorities. The final consultant team 
reports will be complete in the New Year 
and the project will conclude by March 
31, 2001. Further information can be 
obtained from the project Web site at: 
res.agr.ca/CANSIS/NSDB/DETAILED/ON/ 
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