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Freshwater management is an area of 
growing concern for planners throughout 
Canada and abroad . Land use planning 
and strategic planning within municipali
ties are activities in which local govern
ment involvement can bring about 
significant global improvements in the 
environment. Recognizing the opportuni
ties presented by local municipalities for 
global environmental improvements, the 
International Council for Local 
Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) has 
embarked on its third international 
environmental campaign, the Water 
Campaign. It was officially launched at 
the ICLEI World Congress for Local 
Governments which took place in Dessau, 
Germany, in June 2000. 

ICLEI is a democratic association of over 
350 cities, towns, counties and 
associations around the world. Its mission 
is to build and support a world-wide 
movement of local governments to 
achieve tangible improvements in global 
environmental conditions through the 
cumulative impact of local actions. ICLEI 
supports the interests of local govern
ments before those of international 
bodies, and has undertaken successful 
international campaigns and planning 
initiatives such as the Cities for Climate 
Protection and Local Agenda 21. The 
Cities for Climate Protection Campaign 
now has 353 municipal participants from 
43 countries that produce 7 percent of 
global greenhouse gas emissions, while 
Local Agenda 21 has helped generate 
initiatives in more than 2,000 
municipalities in over 70 countries. ICLEI 
is determined to bring forth the lessons 
learned from both of these campaigns to 
address growing concern over the 
degradation of freshwater resources. 

The mission statement of the 
Water Campaign is: 

To build a world-wide movement of 
local governments with their stakehold
ers, who are together committed to 
achieving tangible improvements in the 
sustainable use of freshwater resources 
by protecting and enhancing local 
watersheds, reducing water pollution, 
improving the availability and efficiency 
of water and environmental sanitation 
services, and promoting public health. 
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Water Campaign 
This results-oriented campaign 
encourages and tracks action within 
participating cities. Campaign Milestones 
for local municipalities include: 

1) adopting the Local Government Water 
Code; 

2) establishing and implementing targets 
for local water resources improvement 
through participation in one or more of 
the campaign's Local Water Agendas; 

3) monitoring and evaluating the achieve
ment of targets; 

4) reporting achievements using Water 
Campaign performance indicators. 

According to the Local 
Government Water Code: 
• Access to clean and affordable drinking 

water is a fundamental right. 
Governments therefore have an obliga
tion to ensure water and sanitation serv
ices for all. 

• Water must be governed as a common 
good. 

• Water must be protected as the ecologi
cal foundation of life. 

• Water must be managed as a finite eco
nomic resource. 

• Water must be preserved as a shared 
cultural asset. 

After local councils adopt the Water 
Code, participants work with ICLEI to 
create their own water agendas based on 
their unique circumstances and municipal 
concerns. The Local Water Agenda 
outlines implementation processes for 
local government and helps to define the 
current status of water management. 
ICLEl's global network of local 
governments facilitates the sharing of 
ideas and information. 

Planning actions for the campaign are 
encouraged within three areas: 

1) municipal operations, 
2) the community, and 
3) local watersheds. 

Outcomes are specific to the local 
governments/ communities involved. The 
campaign promotes current activities and 
encourages new action in municipalities. 
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The Water Campaign has adopted a 
long-term perspective. New issues and 
challenges are constantly emerging. 
Ongoing monitoring and evaluation is 
necessary to make iterative improvements 
that build toward a long-term vision. Self
evaluation is a key component of the 
campaign, as is the public dissemination 
of information regarding local targets and 
indicators. Participants report to ICLEI bi
annually, using a series of performance 
indicators, on progress in Campaign 
Agenda items and on the status of local 
water resources. ICLEI uses this 
information to report to the UN and 
other international bodies regarding 
lessons learned and successful practices. 

We welcome your involvement in this 
important initiative 
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