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This presentation surveyed water manage
ment planning in the Red Deer, Bow and 
Oldman Rivers, which comprise Alberta's 
portion of the South Saskatchewan River 
basin. Alberta has shaped water manage
ment in the basin by two commitments: (1) 
an agreement with the provinces of 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba to share 
(apportion) the waters in the South 
Saskatchewan River system, whereby 
Alberta is only (but fairly) entitled to 50 per
cent of the water in the basin; and (2) a 
series of water licences to irrigation districts 
in the Bow and Oldman River basins, which 
now comprise nearly 90 percent of the 
licensed consumptive water use in the three 
river basins. 

The importance of the irrigation industry to 
southern Alberta, as well as the water 
apportionment agreement among the three 
Prairie Provinces, is recognized . However, 
the interests of the Red Deer River basin 
have not always been foremost in the man
agement of water in southern Alberta. For 
example, because of past commitments to 
irrigation in the Bow and Oldman systems, 
in low-flow years the Red Deer River must 

augment the flow of the other rivers so that 
Alberta meets its apportionment commit
ment to Saskatchewan. At such times, the 
people, municipalities, industries, and farm
ers in the Red Deer River basin do not have 
the right to 50 percent of the water of the 
Red Deer River. This will preclude the full 
potential and opportunities of the Red Deer 
River basin from being achieved. As such, 
the municipalities in the basin strongly feel 
that water management in Alberta's portion 
of the South Saskatchewan River basin is 
not equitable. 

Alberta's Year 2000 Review of water man
agement in the South Saskatchewan River 
basin is an opportunity for the Red Deer 
River basin to work with other basins in 
reviewing water management, and so assert 
its long-term need of guaranteed access to 
an equitable portion of the water in the sys
tem. 
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