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Calling on her recent experiences in consulting, Mary Bishop 
sounds a note of concern for the smaller communities and scattered 
settlements of rural Canada. She hopes that our profession will 
resolve to find better ways to contribute to the revival and survival of 
these communities. Their comparatively solid sense of community 
constitutes precious national cultural capital, in contrast to the 
fragmented or fragmenting sense of community in our cities. They 
provide much of the "raw material" for the localizing that is 
increasingly necessary to counterbalance all of the globalizingforces 
whitch threaten the sanity of our societies. 

Mary Bishop, qui a acquis une experience d'urbaniste-conseil, 
sonne l'alarme en ce qui a trait aux communautes isolees des 
regions rurales canadiennes. Seton elle, notre profession doit 
s'engager a trouver des moyens d'encourager le renouvellement et la 
survie de ces communautes qui representent une ressource 
nationale precieuse. L'esprit communautaire de ces centres ruraux 
fait contre-pied aux allegeances fragmentees de nos villes. Ces 
communautes representent le meilleur espoir de developpement 
d'une regionalisation capable d'entraver les forces «globalisantes» 
qui menacent l'equilibre de notre societe. 
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ON THE SHORES of the Labrador Straits where I 
have recently been working, the people of the small 
community of L'Anse au Loup brace themselves for the onset 
of winter and, with it, the uncertainty of the new 
millennium. 

The social and economic changes 
associated with the Information 
Age threaten the future prosper
ity of this and countless other 
small towns and communities 
across the country-places where 
time seems to stand still. My 
hope is that our profession will 
find ways to contribute to the 
revival and survival of these com
munities in the face of the global 
change described by Castells. 
While our purpose as a profes
sion in the mega-cities of the 
future may be more certain and 
secure, we should not turn our 
backs on those small towns and 
rural communities struggling to 
provide the quality of life and 
livelihood for which many 

Canadians secretly yearn . In the 
new millennium, we should 
resolve to develop new ways of 
thinking about our rural commu
nities-about the quality of life 
they provide, and their role in 
our regional, provincial and 
national economies. While our 
efforts in the growing cities of 
the future will be devoted to cre
ating a stnse of community in an 
increasingly de-humanizing 
world, our challenge in rural 
Canada will be to help preserve 
and maintain the solid sense of 
community that already exists. 

We will also need to understand 
how small places can take advan
tage of global change to secure 
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long-term viability and security. 
Attaining this understanding will 
require us to reconsider our role 
in community-building in order 
to find a new, and perhaps more 
relevant, purpose for our work . 
We will need to understand 
global issues affecting the flow of 
labour and capital, the develop
ment of resources, food produc
tion, international tourism, and 
climate change. We will have an 
important role to play in helping 
our local governments sort out 
what is happening to their com
munities and why, and in helping 
them effect change in a manner 

that leads to future prosperity. 

In the new millennium, we 
should resolve to extend our 
vision beyond the communities in 
which we toil, to the realm of 
possibilities that the information 
age might open up for them. We 
will need to arm ourselves with 
new tools and skills in areas such 
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as economic analysis , environ
mental monitoring, and strategic 
thinking. Where will these skills 
come from? My hope is that a 
new breed of planner will 
emerge from our planning pro
grams -a planner equipped with 
a much broader knowledge of 
global forces and an ability to see 
how such forces filter down to 
the community level. 

Because we risk running out of 
new ideas and energy, we should 
resolve to take time in the new 
millennium to smell the roses -to 

read, travel, study, and appreci
ate what is going on in the world 
around us- so that we are better 
prepared to enable the people 
we serve to navigate amidst the 
challenging and exciting possibili
ties that will arise in the coming 
century. 
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