
An Open Letter on Plastic Waste 

Accumulation  
 
Plastics, marine litter 
99.9% of the 1,136,145 pieces 
668 kg of floating debris. 
 
Defines the Great Pacific Garbage Patch (GPGP) 
 
Polyethylene (PE) and polypropylene (PP) 
Bottles, lids, bottle caps,  
packaging straps, eel trap cones,  
oyster spacers, ropes, and fishing nets 
 
over 320 million tonnes  
microplastics 
mesoplastics 
macroplastics 
megaplastics 
386 objects with recognizable words  
in 9 different languages.  
 
A gyre within a gyre 
recaptured by coastlines 
a time-coherent dynamic model of floating debris 
 
Buoyant debris 
extracted from the water surface 
separated into types, and counted 
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Plastic Addiction 
 
The destruction of the world is a fearsome thing 
brought on by years of hard work and social 
engineering. Start small, with perfect packaging 
to plaster over everything and move along 
to brightly coloured baubles. Ply the masses 
with the comfort of one use items, but only 
after they’ve been sold on the ease of everything  
that plastic might have to offer. It is durable  
and useful and impossible to escape.  

Ode of the Brown Booby 
 
O brown booby how resourceful you are 
with your pretty nests of brown with those 
touches of colour that litter the beach, a scar 
to an otherwise perfect place. Yet you do not know 
more about the baubles, only that their presence 
is a perfect addition, not the human’s menace. 
  
All along the cost you flirt and flit 
and flaunt your nests’ variations. For  
all along the coast the humans won’t quit 
their terror upon the sandy shore. 
Yet these perfect nests are the start 
of anger in which scientists impart. 
  
Lovely brown booby, if only you weren’t quite 
so resourceful, with perfect nests in mind, 
you miss how the colour is sight 
enough to make any human go blind 
with gaudiness or rage at the material 
that makes your nest so imperial. 
  
Your construction has caused quite a stir 
amongst humans who try to understand    
how better humanity might deter   
each other from ruining perfect sand 
and what it will take to ensure 
that your building materials remain pure. 
  
For it is by the beauty of your nests 
that we know how greatly humans 
have spread theses indestructible pests 
that we are so enamored with that we ruin 
your perfect and proud homes. Our saving grace 
is your ignorance and wish for space. 
 

￼ 

Epistle for Plastic Manufacturers 
 
To Whom it may Concern,  
 
Your greed, fuelled by our immeasurable apathy  
litters our seas with offal plastic effigies   
hollowed out reminders  
of our temporary mentality, this throwaway fallacy  
 
Plastic waste forms swirling graveyards  
yet you respond only in levity,  
claiming that the problem only requires  
more time, your solutions so passively  
safeguard the corporation’s integrity 
 
You close your eyes, put up your blinders.  
 
Well no more! We’ve had enough of stagnancy,  
the temporary solutions, contentions you discard,  
cries for change will not be silenced into elegy.  
 
So I write to the Plastic Providers,  
To plead for sanity,  
an end to this indemnity, 
purge plastics from our seas,  
undo these callous mistakes of humanity  
 
Six pack rings leave Sea Turtles scarred,  
Grocery store emblazoned bags enforce death penalties, 
Seabirds swallow scattered leavings, out of misguided hunger  
 
I lay at your feet these atrocities,  
and the future at the mercy of your empathy.  
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Plastic Pollution 
When will we learn that the ease and  
convenience of a plastic bag will  
destroy us. That excessive packaging 
is more than just a nuisance. That  
same durability that we’ve praised 
in our plastics will be the reason 
it clogs our oceans, our planet.  
What if every broken heart 
cared as much about the plastic 
in the ocean as the love they 
had lost. After all, if we  
continue, as a species, with 
this level of pollution, it  
won’t just be love that is 

lost. 


