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Introduction
The purpose of this research is to conduct a comparative 

analysis of domestic, senior, leisure travelers in British 

Columbia, with a focus on a younger age group versus an 

older. The seniors have been classified into two different age 

groups, ages 55-64 and 65 years or older. This research is 

meant to provide insights into socio-demographic traits of 

domestic senior travelers to BC, as well as offer a 

comparison between two different senior age groups. 

Methods
In order to collect data for our research topic, information 

was gathered from the Travel Survey of Residents Canada 

(Statistics Canada, 2017). The TSRC was developed to 

measure domestic travel in Canada and to reflect the tourism 

industry impacts. The source includes items such as socio-

demographics (age, education, income, etc.), total nights 

traveling, purpose of travel, modes of transportation, activity 

participation, distance traveled, and other items related to the 

Canadian tourism sector. 

OBJECTIVES

• Identify the similarities and differences in education, 

income, and employment for each senior age group 

traveling to British Columbia and compare. 

• Learn more about the senior, leisure travel market 

within domestic travel to British Columbia.

Data Analysis 
To analyze the data collected, the SPSS program (Statistical 

Package for the Social Sciences) was used. The weight case 

in SPSS was of survey trip, and cases selected only focused 

on seniors traveling for leisure in British Columbia. For the 

purpose of the comparative case study, socio-demographic 

traits including age, education, income and employment  of 

the respondents considered during analysis. 

Results

Conclusion
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EMPLOYMENT

Data analysis for labour force status is shown in the bar chart 

below. Of the 987,959 trips taken by seniors aged 55-64, 79.4% 

of respondents are employed. The age group 65 years or older 

was significantly different, of the 646,741 trips taken by this age 

group 14.6% identified as employed and 85.4% are 

unemployed, the unemployment includes individuals retired.

This data reflects a large effect size with Cramer’s V at .636. 

This identifies a meaningful relationship between the two 

different senior age groups, traveling for leisure in British 

Columbia, and labour force status. We can gather that the 

results are due to retirement because the month after your 65th

birthday is typically when Canadian residents collect their 

Canadian Pension Plan (Government of Canada, 2016). 

INCOME

It can be observed that 65% of seniors ages 55-64 have 

identified an income levels of $100,000 and over. Whereas the 

respondents ages 65 years or older had three income levels 

within 5% of each other, the highest at $70,000-100,000 with 

31.1%, less than $50,000 scored 29.3%, and greater than 

$100,000 was 26.2%. 

EDUCATION

Results displayed below show that 41.6% of the respondents 

ages 55-64 only have a high school certificate. Whereas the 

seniors aged 65 years or older, the most common level of 

education, at 44.7%, was some post-secondary/post-

secondary certificate or diploma. 
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The data shown below identifies that of the approximately 3.8 

million trips taken by senior, leisure travelers in British Columbia, 

53% have of the respondents are 55-64 years old and 47% are 

65 years or older. 
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This data shows a Cramer’s V of .241, therefore there is a 

small effect size between the two senior age groups and 

their education level. 

Analysis

Based on the results, data analysis found that both senior age 

groups totaled just over 3.8 million trips in British Columbia, with 6% 

more representing ages 55-64. Analysis concluded that there are 

significant socio-demographic differences between these groups, 

specifically education, employment and income, and this topic needs 

to be explored more for better understanding of each age group.

Results suggests that age groups 55-64 and 65 years or older 

can not be classified into the general term ‘senior’ when looking 

into senior, leisure, domestic travelers in British Columbia. This is 

due to the differences in education, employment, and income 

between the two age groups. It is important to understand each 

age group when developing and/or marketing products and 

experiences targeted to the Canadian senior tourism market. 

Further research is necessary to better understand the similarities 

and differences between these age groups.


