
May 6, 2003 

Mayor & Council 
City ofNanaimo 
Nanaimo, BC 
V9R5J6 

Dear Mayor Korpan and Council Members 

Nanaimo Pride 
911 Chelsea St. 
Nanaimo, BC 
V9S 1Y6 

Nanaimo Gay Pride 2003 will be taking place on June 28th and 29th at Bowen Park, with 
the Pride Marketplace, Community Picnic, Dance and Drag Ball Game. The day 
activities are family-oriented, and there is sure to be something for everyone. 

Once again the time is upon us to request a proclamation for Gay Pride in Nanaimo. As 
you know, Pride is celebrated in cities around the world to recognize the progress made 
in the struggle for gay rights, and the distance left to go. It offers visibility and 
connection for the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender community and information and 
support for those who may struggle with issues of sexual identity and the effects of 
homophobia. 

There are many different viewpoints on Gay Pride, and while one must be conscious and 
respectful of the diversity of opinion the basic truth is that many courts, governments, 
corporations, businesses, community groups and individuals have deemed discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation to be repressive and oppressive. Many churches are 
struggling with issues of diversity and several denominations are re-examining their stand 
or deciding to embrace the LGBT community into their congregation. 

To this end, we hereby request your support in proclaiming June 23-29 as Gay Pride 
Week in Nanaimo B.C, and in the spirit of progress and change, we request that the 
rainbow flag, symbolizing the acceptance of diversity, be flown over City Hall during 
that week. We would be happy to provide the flag! 

We look forward to discussing our request further with you at the May 12th Council 
Meeting. 

Sincerely, 

Tina Schoen & Brenda Stebner 
Nanaimo Pride 2003 



We're back ••.• 

My name is Tina Schoen, and Brenda Stebner and myself are here on 
behalf of the Nanaimo Pride Committee and the gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender community to request your support in recognition of 
Gay Pride Week in Nanaimo. My reasons for being involved in Gay 
Pride can be summed up by a recent quote by lesbian comedienne Alix 
Olson, when she said "anybody who feels the freedom to speak out has 
the responsibility to do so. Because for every person who has the 
freedom to speak, there are a thousand people who don't". 

WHAT: 
- Gay Pride - globally, nationally, locally (6th anniversary). 
- Local events, inclusion to all 

WHY: 
- Homophobia effect on gay, transgender people and their families. 
- People who live their lives in the closet or who are targeted for 

their sexual orientation are more prone to depression, addictions 
and suicide, and this is especially true for gay youth. 

- Pride is a celebration of diversity ••. of connectedness and caring, 
promoting communities that are inclusive and safe for all. 

- It's activities promote inclusion and awareness, provide support 
for those struggling and visibility for the community as a whole. 

Economic benefits of Gay Pride 
~ Vancouver 1999 was the 4th largest event drawing 100,000 
~ Tourism Montreal estimates that the city's International Gay and 

Lesbian Pride Festival will bring in 200,000 from outside Montreal 
and 30,000 visitors from outside Quebec and. These visitors will 
generate economic spin-ofIs in the order of $17.6 million for the city 
during the festival from August 3 to 7. 

~ Pride Toronto: One million people lined Yonge Street in 
downtown Toronto to watch last year's Pride parade. There are 
about 450,000 gays living in the City of Toronto population 4.2 
million. An estimated $76 million was spent during pride week [ 
Toronto Star June 27,2002] 

~ Hotels, motels, restaurants, stores, pubs .... 



Gay Pride supporters - list 

Rainbow flag 
- designed in 1978 by Gilbert Baker, with its colours representing the 

diversity of the gay community. 
recognized by the International Congress of Flag Makers, and is 
flown in lesbian and gay pride marches worldwide. 
presence signifies safety, inclusion, and recognition. 
This was brought that home to me recently when I was in Vancouver 
for meetings, and looking down from my hotel room to Davie Street 
I was greeted by beautiful rainbow flags hanging from the light 
standards. The streets were filled with people of every age, gender, 
colour and sexual orientation, and the atmosphere was friendly and 
full of community spirit. I felt at home, safe and free to be myself. .. 

When we can choose and openly be with the partner of our choice, enjoy 
the same benefits and responsibilities as heterosexual people, and live 
free from harassment, violence and discrimination towards us because 
of our sexual orientation, we may no longer need Gay Pride. 

Proclamation request: 
We ask for your recognition and support by proclaiming June 23 - 29th 

2003 as Gay Pride Week in Nanaimo BC. Further, we ask that our city 
join others such as Prince George in flying the rainbow flag over City 
Hall during Pride Week as a visible demonstration of Nanaimo as a city 
that is progressive, inclusive and welcoming to diversity. 

In closing I would like to welcome all members of City Council, citizens 
of Nanaimo and out-of-town guests to come to Bowen Park on June 28th 

and 29th, and join us for some good community fun. 


