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June 27, 2002 

Mr. Mayor and City Council Members, 

My name is Patricia Little. I am here on behalf of The Gay Pride 
Committee not only to invite you to our day long celebration but also 
to have June 29,2002 proclaimed as Gay Pride Day in Nanaimo. 
Behind me you will find many personal supporters as well as 
organizations that I would like to introduce to you at this time: 

• The Vancouver Island Lesbians in Progress Society 
• Aids Vancouver Island 
• The Hospital Employee's Union 
• The Malaspina Students' Union 
• The Women's Centre 
• Gay Business Owners 

By allowing the gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, transgender and allied 
community of Nanaimo a day of pride, you give an opportunity to the 
rest of the city to enrich their understanding of our community. 

This year our celebration coincides with the anniversary of the 
Stonewall Riots that happened in New York City's Greenwich Village in 
1969. The riots that took place in New York have paved the way for 
present-day freedoms for the GLBT community. 

The freedom expressed on that day is the underlying freedom that we 
will celebrate as well as pass on to future generations of our family 
and our community. We want to celebrate our freedom from religious 
persecution, and our freedom from physical and verbal harassment 
and bashings. 

We will hold hands in public. We will dance 'til dawn. We will raise 
families. We will teach acceptance. We will be who we are. 

We are not here to be judged by our sexuality or to be judged if this is 
a moral issue. Neither a city council member nor the mayor should 
allow their personal beliefs the ability to cloud what is best for the City 
of Nanaimo 

You may ask why we need to celebrate our differences, but to those 
who have lived a day in our shoes, the answer is evident. Too often 
we are told that our "lifestyle" is deviant and immoral by television, 
our faiths, our peers. This is a day when those who live in fear of 
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losing their jobs, their homes, their families, their lives, may step out 
and celebrate what they have been told is wrong. I ask you now, to 
tell us not that we are right or that we are normal, but to embrace our 
difference to send a message to our youth, our allies and our 
predators that Nanaimo is a city that embraces the mosaic of its 
people. 

I ask this not only for the Nanaimo Pride Committee, but for those who 
cannot speak for themselves. I ask this for the youth who attend 
classes fearful of being hurt physically or emotionally. I ask this for 
the workers that fear losing their jobs if their secret comes out. I ask 
this for the sons and daughters afraid of losing their families if they 
finally admit the truth. 

Right now, in this city, gay bashing happens. Most victims are not 
strong enough to come forward, but it happens. It doesn't matter if 
there is a zero-tolerance policy in our schools - youth are chased from 
the school grounds. There is one organization in town called 
YouthQuest! that is a branch of a provincial organization that provides 
a safe space for youth. However, their once-a-week refuge has been 
threatened by provincial cut-backs to direct-to-consumer services. 
YouthQuest! provides a service that has enabled many of this town's 
youth an opportunity to meet adults and youth like them, and an 
opportunity to do so without the threat of someone who wants to 
change them. 

But then again, why should people act any differently than the people 
that govern them? Why should a society accept gays, lesbians, bi
sexuals and transgender people when their City Council members are 
saying that gays are morally bankrupt? Why should people think any 
differently when their City Councillors don't see why a community 
should celebrate being different? 

It has already been mentioned to you that we are an estimated 110/0 

of this city, this province and this nation's population. Of that 110/0, 
there are students, couples, single parents, lawyers, doctors, dental 
hygienists, political figures, business owners: all who contribute 
financially and economically to Nanaimo. That means that there are 
about 8000 citizens of Nanaimo living in the city of Nanaimo who pay 
taxes, who work and live in this fair city. There are at least 50 known 
gay owned and operated businesses, five of which are located in this 
down town core. These businesses generate tax dollars and 
employment in Nanaimo. It would be reasonable to assume that if 
Nanaimo was friendlier to the GLBT community, far more gay owned 
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and operated businesses would open in Nanaimo, thereby improving 
our city economy. 

As well, as we live in a tourist town, it would also be unwise to exclude 
a significant portion of the GLBT who would be more than willing to 
sink their tourist dollars into Nanaimo if this was a more openly 
friendly city. 

It is for these reasons that I would encourage all City Council members 
to proclaim a "Gay Pride Day" for June 29, 2002 in the city of 
Nanaimo, British Columbia, and join with many other communities in 
British Columbia and Canada is declaring our city a city of acceptance, 
tolerance, and understanding. 

In closing, thank you for giving myself and the Nanaimo Pride 
Committee a chance to be not only proud of who we are, but to be 
proud of the city that we live in and the City Council that represents 
us. 

Again, I invite you to the festivities on June 29, 2002 and I look 
forward to seeing you there. 

Thank you for your time and your consideration. 


