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Turning Over.the Reins 

Four years ago I hardly knew what I was getting myself into when I agreed to serve as Chair 
of the Editorial Board of Plan Canada.As a regular contributor to the journal through the 

years, I had a keen interest in its character and quality, and a commitment to help in the process 
of keeping it relevant to practitioners, students, and academics. I came in at a time when the CIP 
Council had decided on new directions for the magazine: to publish it quarterly instead of 
bimonthly, and to focus on shorter articles. Our task as the Editorial Board is to ensure that the 
content of the magazine interests the readers. That awesome responsibility can be overwhelming 
at times, but has proven extraordinarily rewarding. 

Recognizing that the success of Plan Canada depends on a constant supply of good material, the 
Editorial Board embarked on a campaign to solicit articles from planners, students and planning 
academics in Canada and abroad. Each year the number of submissions has increased. In the last 
year, we received papers not only from Canada but from Asia, Europe, the Middle East and the 
United States. We now enjoy a steady stream of papers coming in; this gives us the ability to 
select the best for publication. 

I encourage every reader to think about how the work you are doing might inform the debate 
about planning in Canada. Consider writing a brief article that contributes to the discussion of 
how we can plan better communities. Tell the Editorial Board what you want to see in the 
magazine so that we can keep it as relevant and useful as possible. 

Plan Canada continues to serve several purposes: an outlet for practitioners to showcase their 
work; a place for students to offer their insights; a venue for planning academics to share their 
research with practitioners. The growing number of papers submitted for academic peer review 
indicates that the journal has demonstrated that short peer-reviewed articles can make a 
significant contribution, and can gain respect in the academy. Plan Canada is clearly the publication 
of record for Canadian planning-the place to which planners and students turn to discover the 
latest developments in practice and research. 

The authors who submit material breathe life into the journal and show us all how vital planning 
activities can be. The volunteers who work to put Plan Canada together are incredibly generous 
with their time and talented in their ability to help authors craft well-reasoned articles. CIP staff 
and the publishers have been extremely well organized and helpful to us at every stage of the 
process. The CIP Council has supported our efforts wholeheartedly, while giving us loose reins 
in the creative process. I thank all of these people for making my job as Chair so memorable. 

Producing Plan Canada is a model of teamwork and cooperation. I am grateful and proud to 
have had the opportunity to lead the Editorial Board during these four years. I will remain with 
the team for another two years as a contributing board member and as Editor for Peer-Reviewed 
Articles. With the appointment of Mark Seasons as Chair of the Editorial Board effective 
January I, 2005, the magazine is in good hands. I wish him luck in the years ahead, and look 
forward to seeing continued growth in the quality and reach of the journal. • 
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