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UPCOMING ACADEMIC DATES 

June  

June 4: Online Student Loan applications begin today 

for the Fall and Spring semesters. Browse to 

www.studentaidbc.ca to complete an electronic 

application. 

June 4-5: Convocation Ceremonies for Bachelor and 

Master degrees. 

June 15: $200 tuition deposit due for University 

Programs. Failure to pay the deposit will result in 

deregistration. 

June 18: First day of the second 7–week set of 

Summer Session classes. 

June 19: Last day of active wait–list for the second 7–

week session of Summer Session classes. 

June 22: Final grades due for the first 7–week Summer 

Session. 

June 22: Last day for academic penalty–free 

withdrawal from the 14–week session of Summer 

Session classes. 

June 29: Last day to pay tuition fees for Summer 

Session classes starting in June. Any fees unpaid as of 

June 29 will be assessed a 10% late charge. 

July 

July 2: Canada Day observed; University closed 

July 3: VIU Tuition Bursary Application becomes 

available in preparation for the Oct. 31 deadline. 

July 13: Last day for academic penalty–free 

withdrawal from the second 7–week session of 

Summer Session classes. 

July 31: Recommended deadline to submit Student 

Loan Application to the Ministry of Advanced 

Education to ensure receipt of funds by the first day of 

Fall semester classes. 

IMPORTANT DATE CHANGE FOR THE FALL 

The date for Fall tuition payments was recently 

changed to an earlier date than previous years. It has 

been moved September 18, which aligns with the last 

day to add or drop courses. 

 

MARIA LAURIDSEN 

The faculty, staff, and administration at VIU would 

like to pass along our best regards to 

Maria Lauridsen, Cowichan Campus Principal for the 

past 6 years, and wish her well in her new endeavors. 

Maria’s contributions to the campus since 1992 have 

been substantial, both in her role as an administrator 

and as an ABE instructor. We are thankful for the 

legacy she leaves behind.  

KEEP OUR NEW CAMPUS BEAUTIFUL 

Our community takes great pride in the new VIU 

Cowichan Campus being the most Environmentally 

Sustainable Building in the Cowichan Valley. We 

were just awarded LEED Gold Certification. LEED 

stands for Leadership in Energy and Environmental 

Design. We ask your assistance in helping to keep it 

looking new. 

There has been a lot of chewing gum discarded on 

our sidewalks –which is very difficult to remove. We 

would appreciate it if gum could find its way into the 

garbage receptacles. Many thanks. 

CAMPUS LOCKERS 

Students should remove any personal locks they have 

placed on campus lockers. If not, locks will be 

removed by maintenance. We now have 63 individual 

campus lockers. Students interested in renting a 

locker space can do so in September. 

http://www.studentaidbc.ca


NEW WEBSITES 

Courtesy of Communications and Public Relations, 

we would like to announce some new websites. 

 The first presents news about VIU (http://

sites.viu.ca/e-viu/) including highlights from our 

National Champion VIU Mariners Women's 

Volleyball team, an introduction to our 

Automotive and Theatre programs, and a 

conversation with VIU Chancellor, Chief Shawn 

A-in-chut Atleo. 

 The second site presents information about VIU 

International education and collaboration projects 

(http://www.viu.ca/global/).  This site covers 

student engagement in study abroad, international 

practica and internships around the globe.  Check 

out the student blogs, past trips, international 

highlights and amazing pictures of students and 

faculty in their world classrooms.  Watch for on-

going updates to this site including an interactive 

map, additional featured locations and further 

celebration of VIU’s connection with the world.    

 Although this isn’t a new website, it might be new 

to you. Student Health 101 is an electronic 

magazine, packed with information for students. 

You can access it at http://read101.ca/

vancouverisland.html The current issue features 

articles on physical conditioning, managing 

student loans, and selecting an major. 

ELIMINATING THE USE OF PLASTIC BOTTLED 

WATER CONTAINERS! 

In September 2011 the VIU Students’ Union 

(VIUSU) and the VIU Administration with the 

support of the three university labour groups signed 

the VIU Water Pledge eliminating the sale of bottled 

water on VIU campuses and sites by June 

2012.  This notice serves as a reminder to 

community members of the commitment of the 

university to fulfill this agreement.  

To provide ease of access to drinking water for both 

students and employees, water bottle filling stations 

have been installed at a variety of locations around 

campus.  On the Cowichan campus, the filling 

station is in the hall between Continuing Education 

and the Administrative offices, in the south east area 

of the building on the main floor and on the third 

floor near the elevator. 

Funding for the filling stations has come in part by a 

$25,000 grant from the VIUSU.  Demonstrating 

leadership in sustainability initiatives, VIU becomes 

the first post-secondary institution in BC to ban the 

sale of bottled water.   

100 VOICES FOR ONE WORLD  

“100 Voices for One World” is the name of a local 

singing group working with the Lila Music Centre. 

They have extended an invitation to all community 

members to join them in rehearsing for upcoming 

singing events. Call Cari at 250 701-0978 for further 

information. 

If you’d like to see them perform, consider attending 

the following events: 

June 21 Aboriginal Day, performing with the Spirit 

Drummers 

June 27 Multicultural Day, performing at an event 

sponsored by the Cowichan Intercultural Society. 

June 30 at Duncan’s Summer Festival 

July 1 as part of Cowichan Valley Canada Day 

Celebrations. 
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CULTURE DAYS 

Culture Days is a collaborative Canada-wide 

volunteer movement to raise the awareness, 

accessibility, participation and engagement of all 

Canadians in the arts and cultural life of their 

communities. 

Last year in the Cowichan Valley, people enjoyed 

an Artists’ Market, workshops, One-Day Art Blitz, 

and a variety of “come and try it dance classes”.  

This year, even more events are being planned to 

increase the variety and scope of activities everyone 

can enjoy. 

Now’s the time to pre-register your organization 

and event. Early registration means national 

exposure in a Globe & Mail ad appearing later this 

spring.  

To get started, browse to www.culturedays.ca/en 

and go to “Register here” to create a user account 

and get started on participating in this year’s Culture 

Days. Under the “Tips and Tools” tab, you’ll find 

ideas to help community organizers launch an event.  

As an example, the Arts & Culture Division of the 

CVRD is hosting backstage tours, titled “Come Play 

the Steinway” where we will invite the public to see 

what goes on behind the scenes at the Cowichan 

Theatre, and if they like, give us a tune on our 

beautiful Steinway piano. 

As you can gather, Culture Days is an invitation to 

Cowichan Valley residents to come behind the 

scenes and discover the cultural life of their own 

community. Culture Days strives to foster 

appreciation and support of the artistic life being 

lived locally and affirms that every citizen is the 

guardian of the cultural life of his or her community. 

Join in to connect with your community and 

showcase the creative spirit which thrives in our 

valley. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSES 

VIU’s Continuing Education, Cowichan is offering 

the following courses for June. 

Cashier Training 

Sat & Sun, Jun 23-24; 9am-4pm 

Foodsafe Level 1 

Thu, Jul 5; 9am-5pm 

Serving It Right 

Fri, Jul 6; 9am-4pm 

First Aid/CPR - Adult Care 

Sat, Jun 9; 8:30am-5:30pm 

Traffic Control Person Training 

Sat & Sun, Jun 16-17; 9am-5pm 

Standard First Aid - Red Cross 

Sat & Sun, Jun 23-24; 9am-5pm 

Continuing Education 2012 Winter/Spring courses 

www.cc.viu.ca/ce/ 

Call us to register today! 250-746-3519  

~ 1-888-747-3519 
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WRITING CONTEST 

As today's young people are crucial for the 

shaping of our future, it is imperative that they are 

enabled to develop to their full potential. 

UNESCO's objective is to help empower young 

people, reaching out to them, responding to their 

expectations and ideas, and fostering useful and 

long-lasting skills. This annual essay contest is 

organized in an effort to harness the energy, 

imagination and initiative of the world's youth in 

promoting a culture of peace and sustainable 

development. It also aims to inspire society to 

learn from the young minds and to think about 

how each of us can make a difference in the 

world. This year’s theme is based on the idea that 

the future begins with the vision we hold now. 

What kind of future do you wish to create for 

yourself and the world? Please share your dream 

and ideas for making it a reality. Entries must be 

received by June 30, 2012. 

http://www.goipeace.or.jp/english/activities/

programs/1201.html 

SUBMISSIONS TO THE NEWSLETTER 

Students, staff, faculty, administrators and 

community members are all welcome to share 

thoughts, upcoming events, articles, and news in the 

student newsletter. Email your content to 

studentnews@viu.ca or if you have a handwritten 

notice, drop it off at Student Services. Submissions 

are welcome at any time for the September issue. 
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Student Services   cc.viu.ca/ss 

Email:  studentnews@viu.ca 

Telephone: 250-746-3509 Fax: 250-746-3559   
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