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IMPORTANT DATES 

Nov. 15:  First day to submit applications for Sept. 

2012 programs  

Career and Academic Preparation 

Sept. 6:  First day of classes  

Sept. 20:  Last day to withdraw and get a refund. 

After this date you will owe fees for any enrollment. 

Oct. 4:  Fees due 

University/Career/Technical 

Sept.  5:  Labour Day, the University is closed. 

Sept. 6:  First day of classes for students in 

University, Vocational/Trades, and CAP programs. 

Sept.  13:  Last day of active wait–list for Fall 

semester courses. After this date courses may only 

be added in person using the Request for Late 

Course Registration form. 

Sept. 19:  Last day to drop a Fall semester course 

without having to pay for it. 

Sept. 20:  Fall semester fees will be calculated based 

on course enrolment as of this date. 

Oct. 1: Last day to pay Fall semester fees. Any 

tuition unpaid as of October 2, will be assessed a 

10% late fee. 

COUNSELLING AND ADVISING… WHAT IS THE 

DIFFERENCE? 

What do counsellors do?  Here at VIU – Cowichan 

Campus we have three counsellors:  Corey Blades, 

Donna Kurulak and Jeff Leese.  They can help 

students with personal issues that are getting in the 

way of students achieving their goals.  Personal 

counselling is available to any student enrolled at 

VIU in an atmosphere that is professional and 

confidential. Talking with a counsellor can help 

clarify your situation, lead to new understandings, 

identify ways of coping, and bring relief. It is best to 

make an appointment for counselling sessions. The 

following link may be useful to you in addition to 

seeing a counsellor:  http://www.viu.ca/counselling/

links.asp 

Education Counsellors, also known as Advisors, are 

Corey Blades, Jeff Leese, Ruth Kroek and Donna 

Kurulak. They can help you by answering questions 

about programs and courses offered at VIU and other 

educational institutions; and help you understand 

VIU's calendar, program guides, admissions and 

regulations. They will assist you in interpreting 

information about transferring to other institutions, to 

plan to meet your educational or career goals, and 

provide information about the tools available for 

career and program planning so you can clarify your 

goals. Students can see an education counsellor on 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings without an 

appointment during our drop-in times 9-12.  These 

drop-in appointments are meant to be short; not more 

than 15 minutes.  If more time is needed you will be 

encouraged to make an appointment for a longer 

amount of time.  Appointments can be made in 

person at Student Services or by calling  

250-746-3509. 

We encourage all to students to check in with us 

throughout the academic year to ensure that their 

education plan is on track. 
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HAVE YOU EVER WANTED TO DO A CAREER 

INTEREST ASSESSMENT AS PART OF A 

DISCUSSION ABOUT YOUR CAREER GOALS?  

Student Services is offering two computer based 

occupational assessments to all students. We offer 

the Jackson Vocational Interest Survey and the 

Strong Interest Inventory. Both provide an analysis 

of your likes and dislikes, and compare you with 

people who have succeeded in various careers. 

Your similarity to them can provide insight into 

work conditions that stimulate your interests - 

leading to a satisfying career. The analysis also 

offers a wealth of print and web based resources to 

learn more about the professions that match your 

interests. By exploring these, you can locate jobs 

and join professional organizations to build your 

network. If you‘d like to try one, request a 

Counsellor appointment at Student Services. 
 

MAKE A CONNECTION WITH THE LEARNING 

CENTRE! 

Being a student can become very challenging when 

you‘re faced with difficult articles, complex 

arguments and essays requirements. While these 

tasks are daunting, they become easier when you 

use organizational tools to manage your time, 

optimize study skills, and prepare for exams. To 

help develop these skills, Arleigh Trail will 

facilitate six workshops in a series called ―Connect 

With Your Inner Learner‖. All students are 

welcome to these free lunchtime workshops in the 

Learning Centre, Room 120. Workshops are held 

from 12:30 to 1:00 PM on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

September 13, 15, 20, 22, 27 and 29. 
 

PERSONAL PROFILE WORKSHOPS 

If you‘re planning to apply to a program like 

Nursing, Teaching, and many of the Trades, then 

you might be interested in attending a Personal 

Profile Workshop. Like the skills used in 

developing a resume, the personal profile is an 

opportunity to let the world know about your 

background, skills, and interests – and an entry 

requirement for some programs. These 30 minute 

workshops are facilitated by our Learning 

Specialist, Arleigh Trail, and are open to all current 

and prospective students.  To attend, drop in to the 

Learning Centre, Room 120 at 12:30 on 

Wednesdays, September 14, 21, or 28. 
 

WELCOME FROM THE LIBRARY STAFF!   

We look forward to serving you, and wish you a 

successful academic year. 

To find out about the Library‘s 

resources and services, visit our 

home page: viu.ca/library/.  A vast 

array of electronic resources is 

available to you 24/7, whether you 

are on or off campus.  Our efficient 

inter-campus loan process lets you 

access physical resources from all 

three campus libraries: Cowichan, Nanaimo, and 

Powell River. 

Check the links under the ‗help‘ heading, to find out 

how you can get assistance in locating and using the 

information you need.  The Library has online 

guides for researching specific subjects, and for 

using particular kinds of material, such as e-books.  

Professional librarians are available to help you 

learn to do research—check out our Ask-A-Librarian 

and AskAway services. 

The key to accessing and using Library services is 

your student card.  Be sure to bring it to the 

Library‘s Service Desk, located on the first floor in 

the Learning Commons, to have it activated as your 

Library card.  You will be asked to provide a PIN 

number for your Library account. 

If you‘re interested in working in the Cowichan 

Campus Library, we have several positions available 

for student assistants.  Primary duties are shelving 

materials.  Bring your resume to the Library Service 

Desk as soon as possible. 

Henrietta, Joanne, and Eileen 

Student Services @ VIU 
Telephone: 250-746-3509 

Fax: 250-746-3529   cc.viu.ca/ss 
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NEW STUDENTS GET HOOKED UP! 

Once you have a student number, then your first step 

is to go to the computer lab and create your computer 

account. This is often referred to as your 

―Discovery‖ account, as the server that manages 

student accounts is called Discovery. Once you have 

set your password and can 

log in on a computer in the 

lab, the next step is to 

configure your laptop, 

phone, or any other 

wireless device to use the 

wireless network. This 

wireless network can be accessed anywhere on the 

campus, allowing you to work on your files and 

access library databases from wherever you please. 

Instructions for setting up your device will vary - 

depending on the operating system, but instructions 

for the more common configurations are available on 

the technology section of the VIU website. While 

you‘re in the computer lab, and with your device 

available, browse to www.viu.ca/technology/general/

wireless.asp.  Scroll to the bottom of the page, and 

then open the instructions that correspond to your 

operating system. 
 

FIT BODY, FIT MIND! 

Starting at the end of 

September, there will be a 

Wednesday lunch hour 

fitness class on the roof! 

There will be a small fee for 

students, a larger fee for staff and faculty.  All will 

be required to bring a yoga mat! 

Watch for detailed information or see Ruth at 

Student Services for more information. 
 

CARLSON’S SCHOOL OF DANCE 

Student Services received a special invitation for 

Cowichan Campus students from Carlson‘s School 

of Dance, recommending dance classes as a 

refreshing break from studies. This local Duncan 

studio offers a variety of one hour classes in Jazz, 

Hip Hop, Tap, Ballet and a new Latin infused fitness 

style called Zumba! Browse  

http://www.carlsonsschoolofdance.com  

for more details. 

STUDENT FREE STORE-NANAIMO CAMPUS 

The 3rd annual Student Free Store will be held at the 

Nanaimo campus on Thursday, September 8th., 

Building 310,  9am-2pm.  A wide variety of 

household items and clothing has been generously 

donated primarily through the VIU community, and 

students are welcome to come by and help 

themselves to needed items ~ for free!  It‘s hoped 

that the Student Free Store will help out students 

with practical items for their accommodation and 

assist in starting off the new school year on a 

positive note.  For further information, please feel 

free to contact the Welcome Centre at the Nanaimo 

Campus at 1-888-920-2221, option #5, or 

info@viu.ca.       
 

HAVE YOU SEEN THIS SITE! 

There‘s an interesting new site available called 

visualthesaurus.com that can be a great help if you 

are writing papers, expanding your vocabulary, or 

trying to understand the meaning of an unfamiliar 

word. The concept is simple: you provide a word and 

visualthesaurus presents a web of related words, 

including the definition, antonym, synonym, and 

many other related words. Because you see the word 

as part of a network of words, it helps to learn word 

parts, the origin of the word, and unusual meanings. 

The words are presented in a visual format that 

makes relationships clear, and if you click a new 

word, it presents new information for that word, 

allowing you to explore language in ways that were 

more laborious using text alone. It becomes a 

pleasure to explore language, and helps you identify 

words that communicate your meaning more 
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effectively. Visualthesaurus offers a free 

service for a quick lookup, or a subscription 

service for regular members. They have a free 

two week evaluation subscription, and this 

gives you access to a range of lively 

newsletters on subjects like etymology, word 

of the day, editing and creative writing. Check 

it out! 

CONSIDER WRITING FOR THE 

NEWSLETTER… 

The newsletter is a compilation from many 

areas of the campus, including Registration, 

Student Services, departmental 

announcements, and many others. We are also 

happy to include work from students and past 

issues have featured announcements for class 

events, performing arts, and community 

projects. If you would like to publicize an 

event of interest to students, please send your 

content to jeff.leese@viu.ca for inclusion in 

the next newsletter. If you‘re not sure what to 

write about, consider some of these ideas: 

 Let us know about a website you‘ve 

discovered, and how it helped you as a 

student 

 Write a letter to the editor describing your 

response to an article in the newsletter 

 Describe a community event you attended 

and how others would benefit by knowing 

about it 

 Apply your creative writing skills to share 

an opinion, humorous observation or poem 

 Create a website of your own, and use the 

newsletter to invite visitors to explore it 

If you have an idea, and you‘re not sure how it 

might fit, call 250-746-3510 to discuss your 

story. 
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