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IMPORTANT DATES IN THE ACADEMIC CALENDAR 

Career and Academic Preparation 

• Sept 7: First day of classes 

• Sept 21: Deadline to withdraw for full refund 

• Oct 5: Fees due for daytime classes 

University and Career/Technical 

• Sept 7: First day of classes 

• Sept 14: Last day of active waitlists 

• Sept 20: Last day to add/drop a course before tuition is 
calculated 

• Sept 21: Billing for enrollment 

• Oct 1:  Last day to pay fall semester fees 

PRINCIPAL’S WELCOME 

Here we go—another academic term by the river at 
Cowichan Campus. Our principal, Maria Lauridsen has this 
message for you: 

On behalf of Vancouver Island University, Cowichan 
Campus, I welcome you to what promises to be an 
extremely engaging academic year.  I hope that you all 
found time to relax and enjoy time with family and friends 
over the summer months.   

Whether you are here taking upgrading courses, pursuing a 
certificate in one of the trades, embarking on a diploma 
program to transition directly into the workforce, taking 
the first step in pursuing a degree, or starting out with a 
continuing education course, this campus is here to support 
you and your goals.  For those of you who are new to VIU 
and the Cowichan Campus, welcome to our intimate 
learning community.  You have chosen to study at a 
university where the level of student-faculty interaction 
surpasses almost all other universities in Canada.  It is a 
great honour for me to work in such a student-centred, 
academic environment.   I encourage you to take full 
advantage of all the support services that we have to offer 
in order to make this year both a fulfilling and successful 
one for you.  To find out more about the student support 
services, as well as the recreational opportunities that exist 
for students, I’d encourage you to make one of your first 
stops the Student Services office.  For our returning 
students, it is great to have you back.  You have 
experienced the learning environment and have chosen to 
spend more time with us.  We look forward to continuing to 
be a part of your journey. 

As you begin this next step in your academic journey, I 
encourage you to find opportunities to lead, both inside the 
university and outside.  There are informal ways, in class, 
that you can share your strengths and abilities with your 
classmates.  There are also more formal ways, through 
engagement with your student union, that you can affect the 
experience of your fellow students. For some of you, you 
lead outside in the community by volunteering.  Remember 
that “if your actions inspire others to dream more, learn 
more, do more, and become more, you are a leader” (John 
Quincy Adams). 

This is an exciting year for VIU and for the Cowichan 
Valley.  In January 2011 (barring unforeseen construction 
delays) we will be opening the new LEED Gold®, 
environmentally sustainable, VIU at Cowichan Place 
campus.  This new campus will be the greenest building in 
the Cowichan Valley and will provide opportunities for 
expanded program offerings, guest lectures, film series and 

other special events.  New at the Cowichan Place campus 
will be a green roof, a 120-seat lecture theatre, a vibrant 
café with big screen TV and a fireplace, a state of the art 
science lab and health lab, fully integrated A/V solutions in 
every instructional space, group study and quiet study 
areas, student access to over 100 computers, and an 
integrated learning commons, where you will be able to 
access library, writing centre, learning centre and IT 
support services.  As a student in the 2010-2011 academic 
year, you will be in the first cohort of students who will 
benefit from what this new campus will offer.   

This will be a year of celebration, and recognition of the 
long history that VIU has had with the communities we 
serve, and I invite you to be a part of the celebration.  

WEEKS OF WEEKS OF WEEKS OF WEEKS OF WELCOME    

September 1 – 24th is our welcoming period at Cowichan 
Campus. Here are some of the activities to know about: 

Scavenger Hunt 
Enter to win a $50 gift certificate from the bookstore or 
other great prizes! All you have to do is fill out the form 
available on the Welcome Table in the main hallway of 
Building 601 and put it in the box. The answers to all the 
questions are on the Information for Students handout that 
is also on the table. 

Student ID SmartCards 
The Student/Library Cards are issued at Student Services 
during office hours, Monday – Friday 8:30 am – 3:30 pm. 
Please note you must have a student card with picture ID: 

• For all registration services  

• To take books out of the library 

• To use computer labs 

• To participate in Campus Life activities 

• To write exams at the Nanaimo campus 

To obtain your student card you need to bring: 

• 1 piece of picture ID or 2 pieces of ID with no picture 

GO! Get Organized Workshops 
These free half-hour workshops will give you lots of ideas 
about how to manage your life as a student. Come to the 
Learning Centre (Room 131) at a time of your choice: 

• Sept. 8, 9, 14, 16 at 12:30-1:00 pm - bring your lunch if 
you wish. 

• Sept. 8 and 15 at 5:30 – 6:00 pm 

 Connect with your Inner Learner Workshops 
The first of a series of 7 workshops explores the question 
“How do I learn?” 

• Sept. 21 and 23 at 12:30-1:00 pm 

• Sept. 22 at 5:30-6:00 pm  
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Planners/Agenda Books 
These handy books are provided by 
your VIU Student Union. As soon as 
they are available, they will be put on 
the Welcome Table for you to pick up 
one copy for yourself. 

Lockers 
Claim one while they last! There is no 
charge for use of the lockers at the 
Cowichan Campus. Purchase your own 
lock and select any available locker you 
like. Lockers have been provided by the 
Student Union. 

Textbook Buyback  

• Thur. Sept 9 from 10 am - 3 pm 
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Writing Centre for University Students 
The Writing Centre offers great one-on-one support on all 
aspects of academic writing, from narrowing down a topic 
to editing the final draft. Jay Ruzesky will be available at 
the following times for you to sign up for a session or try 
your luck and just drop in: 

• Mondays from 1:00 - 3:30 pm 

• Tuesdays from 12:00 - 3:00 pm 

• Wednesdays from 1:00 - 3:30 pm 

To sign up, write your first name in a blank spot on the 
blue column on the schedule that hangs outside the door. 

Learning Skills for All Students 
Workshops on a wide range of learning topics will be 
offered twice each week. For the first time, learning skills 
workshops will be regularly scheduled in the late 
afternoon, so that evening students can attend. Watch for 
posters with dates, times, and topics! 

Individual consultations are also available; sign up in the 
red column on the schedule, or just show 
up to see if Arleigh Trail is available. 

CAMPUS INFOCAMPUS INFOCAMPUS INFOCAMPUS INFO    

Students’ Union  
Are you interested in getting involved? 
Maybe you should consider the VIU Student 
Union—Cowichan Campus will need a rep, 
and other positions will be available as well. 
Contact Students’ Union 1-250-754-8866 or 
email: info@viusu.ca or www.viusu.ca. Usually, 
nominations for the fall election close at the end of 
September. Ask for nominations forms at Student 
Services.  

Also, the VIUSU hosts a luncheon in the fall, so watch for 
posters on campus and join your fellow students and 
union reps for some information, fun, and food. 

Lost and Found 
Lost something? Found something? Check with the 
Campus Receptionist Building 601, she may be able to 
help you out. 

Scent-Free Environment 
In consideration of others, please do not use any scented 
products on campus; this includes body wash, hair 
products, deodorant, perfume, and aftershave. Thank you!  

Emergency Closures 
During the winter months, the campus 
may need to close due to poor weather 
and road conditions. Updates will be 
posted on our website at 
www.cc.viu.ca  starting at 6:00 am. 
Please do not assume that just because 
one campus is closed that the others will 
be closed as well. 

Announcements for both Duncan and 
Nanaimo campuses will be made on 
local radio stations starting at 6:00am. 
But we won’t worry about that just yet! 

Campus Library 
The library is a great place to study; there are tables, 
carrels, computers, and lots of natural light—plus, it is 
quiet! Also, be sure to take a look at the great displays in 
the glass case. 

Campus Life Activities 
Your activity fees go towards funding activities to enhance 
student life. Each year, a variety of activities are planned; 
some require pre-registration and some not. Please be sure 
to have your student ID ready if needed. Big white, 
orange, and blue posters are around campus, so keep your 
eyes peeled for events and activities that will provide you 
with opportunities to do different and interesting things. 

• Show your valid VIU student ID card for reduced rate 
for fitness and pool activities at the Cowichan Aquatic 
Centre (VIU is billed $1) 

• In-area students pay $3.25 

• Out-of-area students pay $7.50 

Student Newsletter 
This newsletter is produced bi-weekly by Student Services 
to keep you informed of important dates and events on 
(and sometimes off) campus. Watch for new editions and 

be sure to make a note of the 
many workshops, deadlines, and 

other useful tidbits of information. 
Please notice that important dates 

and deadlines are always the first 
item in the newsletter. This 

information is also posted on the 
bulletin board by the reception desk. 

If you have anything of interest to 
contribute to the newsletter, please drop 

it off at Student Services—we would love 
to hear from you! 

Financial Aid 

The following applications are currently available to 
complete online at www.viu.ca/financialaid/bursaries.aspx 

• VIU Tuition Bursary: for students with a current student 
loan:  Deadline Oct 30  

Please submit completed application to Student Services.  

Upcoming Events 
Events are posted at  www.cc.viu.ca. Click on the Events 
bar in the middle of the page. Use the vCal or iCal links to 
download the displayed event into your personal schedule. 
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