
IMPORTANT DATES 

 Jan 19: tuition calculated. Students in University 

and Career/Technical Programs will be billed for all 

courses enrolled in as of this date.  

 Feb 2: last day to pay Spring semester tuition. 

Tuition unpaid as of February 3 will be assessed a 

10% late payment fee.  

 Feb 6: last day to apply to graduate with a 

Bachelor's degree in Spring 2009.  

 Feb 13: last day to apply for a student loan for the 

current term—apply at www.StudentAidBC.ca or 

see June in Student Services for further info. 

PERSONAL PROFILE WORKSHOPS 

Are you preparing to submit an application to a 

program that requires a personal profile? If so, you 

might want to come to a workshop in the Learning 

Centre from 12:15-12:45 on January 20. Before 

attending, please visit www.viu.ca/calendar  to view 

and print details of the personal profile for your 

program, or go to Students Services for more info. 

WRITERS AND POETS… 

Come hear Bill Stenson speak as part of the Poets on 

Campus series. Bill co-founded the Claremont 

Review, a literary journal for young adult writers and 

he continues to serve as an editor. He is currently 

working on a second novel, The Half-life of Tommy 

Moss, a novel that deals with drug addiction and 

prostitution and is set in the Cowichan Valley and 

Vancouver.   

 Tuesday, Jan 27, 7 pm, Building 602, Room 205 

OPEN DOOR WEEK 

The week of Monday, Jan 26 to Friday, Jan 30 is Open 

Door Week at VIU.  Teaching faculty from all areas 

and all campuses are encouraged to open their 

classroom doors so that other faculty, staff, students 

and the public can come in to open a dialogue about 

teaching and learning.  Open Door Week coincides 

with exam period in the high schools, and we are 

making a special effort to encourage senior students 

to come and see what is happening at VIU. This would 

be a great opportunity to invite friends and family 

members to come to VIU to see what classes are like.  

On Cowichan Campus you can visit Jay Ruzesky’s 

Creative Writing class (building 602, room 156) on 

Tues, Jan 27, 1-3 pm and Lynn Wytenbroek’s 

Introduction to Literature class (building 602, room 

205) on Tues, Jan 27, 9-10:30 am. 

On the Nanaimo Campus you’ll find a wide variety of 

classes, including Chemistry, Ethics, Philosophy, 

Physical Education, Geographic Information Systems, 

First Nations Studies, Children’s Literature and many 

others. Visit viu.ca/opendoor to locate classes/times. 

SUMMER SESSION 2009 

The Summer Session 2009 timetable is available now 

at www.viu.ca/registration/summersession.asp 

E-BOOKS AND ONLINE VIDEO AT THE LIBRARY  

The Library recently acquired over 35,000 electronic 

books, bringing the total in the VIU Library’s 

collection to well over 40,000 titles.   E-books on your 

topic will display in the list of results when you do a 

catalogue search.  The Library’s website also has a 

specific e-books search, available from the Library’s 

homepage, as well as in the catalogue.  E-books allow 

you to search within the content for a specific term.  

For example, you could search within a book about 

global warming for information about the Arctic.  You 

will get a list of the pages on which the information 

appears, with direct links.  You can also print and/or 

download portions of e-books. Some e-books provide 

the citation for the title, in various formats (MLA, 

APA, etc.) 

Also new to the Library is a database called Theatre in 

Video.  It includes videos of over 250 plays, and over 

100 film documentaries, which you can view on your 

computer.   

If you have questions about accessing or using e-

books, online video, or any other library resources, 

ask the Cowichan library staff in person, or send your 

question to Ask a Librarian (e-mail reference service) 

or AskAway (real-time, online chat).  Both Ask a 

Librarian and AskAway are available from the 

Library’s homepage (click Ask for Help).  
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NATIVE INDIAN TEACHER EDUCATION (NITEP) 

NITEP is a UBC Bachelor of Education Program 

guided by an advisory council of Aboriginal educators 

and community members, UBC faculty, coordinator 

representatives, a BCTF representative, and NITEP 

students.  NITEP builds upon Aboriginal 

identity and cultural heritage while 

preparing and challenging persons of 

Aboriginal ancestry to be effective 

educators for public, band and 

independent schools.  Students may 

complete either a Bachelor of Education 

(Elementary) or a Bachelor of Education 

(Secondary). 

Applicants who qualify for NITEP may complete two 

years of courses at the Duncan NITEP Centre located 

at the Cowichan Campus. Following their work at the 

Duncan centre, students transfer to UBC to complete 

the remaining years of their UBC B.Ed. degree 

requirements.  They also have the option of 

transferring into the VIU Bachelor of Education 

offered at Nanaimo campus.  

We are now accepting applications for admission to 

classes beginning in September 2009; application 

deadline is April 30.  If you’re interested in applying 

or would like more info, contact Jackie Agostinis, 

Coordinator (Duncan Centre) at 250-746-3552 or e-

mail: jackie.agostinis@viu.ca or visit: http://

teach.educ.ubc.ca/bachelor/nitep/ 

COWICHAN FACULTY MEMBER TRAVELS TO INDIA! 

Student Services Education Counsellor, Jeff Leese 

recently received a Faculty Award in support of 

institutional goals for internationalizing the 

curriculum. In March, Jeff will be volunteering with a 

BC organization called Developing World 

Connections, joining students to travel to Northern 

India. The group will learn about the culture and living 

conditions in rural India while working on a 

community based irrigation project. One of the goals 

of this project will be to report back on the suitability 

of the program for VIU students, and to share the 

experience with students who would like to explore 

International travel through volunteering. Developing 

World Connections provides a program that allows 

you to pay for your International Volunteer 

Experience through tax deductible donations from 

friends, family and community organizations. Drop in 

to Student Services to talk with Jeff if you are 

interested in learning more about how you could join a 

team of students to learn about life in Swaziland, 

Kenya, Rwanda, Guatemala, Cambodia, Sri Lanka, 

India, or Peru. 

BOOKSTORE HOURS ARE CHANGING... 

Please note that the Cowichan Campus Bookstore 

hours are changing on February 2.  New hours are 

Monday to Friday, 9 am - 4 pm. 

GET YOUR STUDENT ID SMARTCARD 

Student ID cards are issued at Student Services, 

Monday to Friday 8:30 am-4 pm.  Be prepared to have 

your picture taken!  Please note you must have a 

student card with picture ID to: 

 access all registration services  

 take books out of the Library 

 use computer labs 

 participate in Campus Life activities 

 write exams at the Nanaimo campus 

To obtain your student card you need to bring: 

 1 piece of picture ID or 2 pieces of ID with no 

picture; a registration receipt or student number  

STUDENTS UNION ELECTIONS 

The Vancouver Island University Students' Union is 

the organization of all students at Vancouver Island 

University. The Students' Union exists to provide VIU 

students with valuable services, fun activities and 

events, democratic representation and a united voice 

on issues that affect all students.  

Nominations for election to the Students’ Union will 

open on Jan 26 and close on Feb 2.  The election 

campaign will run from Feb 3-16, with elections to be 

held on Feb 17 at Cowichan Campus.  Watch for 

posters with more details—coming soon! 

LOST & FOUND 

Have you misplaced your winter jacket, sweatshirt of 

keys?  Check for them at Reception in Building 601. 

Student Services @ VIU 
Telephone: 250-746-3509 

Fax: 250-746-3529   cc.viu.ca/ss 
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