
Dates and Deadlines 

Career and Academic Preparation 

 Feb 13: Spring term evening classes begin 

 Feb 27: Last day for academic penalty-free withdrawal 

from day classes 

University and Career/Technical 

 Feb 24: Last day for academic penalty-free withdrawal 

from full year courses 

 Feb 27:  Last day for academic penalty-free withdrawal 

from a Spring semester course 

 Feb 20-24: Study Days for University and 

Career/Technical programs 

 Feb 28: Application deadline for Teacher Ed., Nursing 

degree, CYC 

 Feb 28: last day to pay overdue tuition to avoid 

withdrawal 

Freedom to Read Week 

Come and browse through 
the display in the library; it is 
fascinating to see books that 
have been banned at one 
place or another… 

Study Days 

UP and Career/Tech students will have a break from 
classes for a few days, but all the campus services 
will still be available, such as the library, labs, 
bookstore, cafeteria, and Student Services. 

Film Night 

The Cowichan Campus Film Club and The Tapestry 
Group invite you to celebrate Black History Month by 
bringing your dinner and watching a movie on 
Thursday, February 16.  

This month’s film is “Go Do Some Great 
Thing” (2004), directed by Anthony F. Brown. In the 
spring of 1858, the governor of the British colony of 
Vancouver Island needed some protection, and the 
Black community of San Francisco wanted some 
freedom from political persecution. The film tells the 
story of three gold rush era trailblazers and the early 
settlement of Saltspring Island. 

Doors open at 5:45 and the film starts at 6:00. See 
you there! 

Aboriginal Alumni Survey 

Aboriginal students who are about to graduate (or 
already have) are asked to fill out an online survey at 
www.mala.ca/alumni so that as many people as 
possible can be informed about an event being 
planned for the fall. 

New Programs for First Nations Students 

Walking Strong: A Cultural Program  

If you live on reserve, are receiving social assistance, 
and want to participate in this cultural and personal 
awareness program, please contact Fred George at 
715-1022) 

Trade Links Program 

If you are interested in a career in the trades and want 
to learn more about them and prepare yourself for a 
program, consider this introductory program. Call Fred 
George at 715-1022 for more information. 

Aboriginal Sports Management 

Prepare yourself for work during the 2008 North 
American Indigenous Games! Two new courses 
starting in May (Introduction to Aboriginal Sport and 
Tourism / Aboriginal Community and Cultural 
Tourism) can be applied to the new certificate 
program that will start in September 2006. 

Life Skills Coach Program 

The Life Skills Coach Certificate Program is an 8-
week, full time experiential learning program that 
provides opportunities to enhance skills in self-
awareness, communication, human relations, and 
coaching techniques, and follows the renowned 
Saskatchewan New Start approach. This training will 
prepare you to model, implement, and facilitate Life 
Skills in your working environment and personal life. 

Classes are scheduled Monday through Friday, 9 am 
- 4:30 pm, April 24 to June 16, 2006 at Cowichan 
Campus; tuition:  $2,500 (textbooks not included). If 
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you are interested, stop by Contract Services in 
Building 602 for an information kit. 

Library Donation 

The library has received a generous gift of the 1953 
reprint of the original 1947 London: Hogarth edition of 
James Strachey's classic translation of The Standard 
Edition of the Complete Psychological Writings of 
Sigmund Freud in 24 volumes!!   

Summer Jobs 

Be sure to take a look at the bulletin board outside the 
staffroom—the jobs are starting to appear! Also, for 
some really interesting and well-paying positions, go 
to the CVRD website and see what they have to offer. 

http://www.cvrd.bc.ca/html/departments/
human_resources/external.asp 

Scholarships 

Malaspina Entrance Scholarships Applications are 
here! If you are advancing from upgrading to a 
certificate, diploma or degree program in the fall, you 
might qualify for the Nora Fulton Gibson Entrance 
Award. Pick up an application from the display case 
outside Student Services or print from the web: 
www.mala.ca/calendar/awards.asp Deadline to 
apply:  March 15 by 4pm. 

The Ken Dryden “Youth in Care” scholarship is 
available again this year. 

Each year, Ken Dryden Scholarships are awarded to 
young people, currently or formerly in the care of the 
Canadian child welfare system, who demonstrate 
great achievement and promise.  

This scholarship has a value of $3000 or 80% of your 
tuition. To apply, visit the website: http://
youthincare.ca/work/scholarship.html 

Talk About Canada Scholarship Quiz 

61 scholarships and 10 cash prizes to be won! Enter 
online until February 20 at www.talkaboutcanada.ca 

Free Conference 

“Healing our Families: British Columbia’s Family 
Violence Conference” will take place in Vancouver on 
February 23-25. It is a place for all people, all ages, all 
disciplines to share the gifts of knowledge, wisdom, 
and experiences in dealing with domestic violence. If 
you would like to attend, but can’t afford it, phone 
(604) 683-3884 or contact Pat at pkelln@telus.net 
or Robbie at healingfamilies@shaw.ca 

APA? MLA? 

The Internet has lots of good resources on style 
guides…maybe too many! It is hard to know which 
ones are the best. Try this site; it has some useful 

information (including sample papers) in a user-
friendly format.  

http://dianahacker.com/resdoc 

For a paper about APA written in APA style, go to our 
Student Services page and click on Academic 
Support and then on APA Style Guide. 
www.cc.mala.bc.ca 

Counsellor's Corner 

One of the frustrations I have with my favourite author 
is that he doesn't write fast enough. Kurt Vonnegut, 
now in his mid eighties, generally churns out a book 
every couple of years—not bad! But not good—
Vonnegut's inaction catapults me into a vague sort of 
literary infidelity. I cheat on Vonnegut at used books 
stores where I quest for an author, a title or subject, 
anything to lure me into an experience like reading 
Vonnegut.  And I get lucky too! 

For example, last October I bumped into a book call 
Annapurna, by Reinhold Messner. The book provides 
an account of the first ascent and subsequent 
summits of Annapurna, the world's third tallest 
mountain. Near the end of the book, Messner detailed 
the human cost of the many attempts to climb 
Annapurna. The grim statistic is that of the 110 or so 
climbers who had attempted to summit Annapurna, 
forty died on the mountain—a nearly forty percent rate 
of failure. 

Aside from reminding me of my test scores in Grade 
10 math, the forty percent failure rate is also a figure 
that equals the attrition rate of students in first year 
university courses prior to the 1970's. That's right!  
For every thousand students who began university, 
only six hundred returned for the second year of their 
studies—four hundred failed, left, moved on, withdrew 
or quit. This number was seen as acceptable because 
it helped to weed out the “weaker students.”  
Thankfully things began to change as admission 
requirements were instituted, financial aid improved, 
and student service departments and student success 
initiatives were formed and strengthened.  More 
counsellors were hired!   

So, if I can encourage you to think metaphorically, 
beginning college or university coursework is a lot like 
mountain climbing; success requires preparation, 
planning, persistence, and some risk. It requires you 
to be responsible for the conditions during your 
“climb” and an awareness of the resources available 
to you should you encounter unforeseen obstacles.   

Thankfully, Malaspina is a much kinder place than 
Annapurna and our Counsellor's are equipped with 
numerous skills to aid you on your journey—let us 
know how we can help! 

Corey Blades 
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