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The Malaspina College Cowichan campus in Duncan 

celebrated the official opening of the expanded facilities 

Thursday afternoon (September 28), two years after the 

permanent campus was opened. 

The new building adds 20,000 sq. ft. to the existing 

facility, increasing the total campus size to 35,000 sq. 

feet . 

Nine classrooms have been added, including an art room, 

two computer labs, and a lecture facility to accommodate 

100, as well as an expanded bookstore, expanded cafeteria, 

learning resources centre with a library, audio/visual 

centre and study capacity for 75, a student government 

office, additional office space, and expanded first aid 

services to accommodate the increased student population. 

The new building is a two-storey structure which is 

connected to the existing, one-storey building by a covered 

walkway which is wheelchair accessible. 
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Dr. Charles Ennals, college board chairman, said that 

the expansion of the Cowichan campus is a tribute to 

everyone involved. 

"It's a tribute to those whom we serve - our students -

young and old - who come here in such great numbers seeking 

to enhance skill, increase knowledge and improve their 

lifestyles," Ennals said. "It's a tribute to those who 

teach and those who provide support services. It speaks 

loads for the administrators who work long hours to plan and 

organize and is a clear message from my colleagues on the 

board who are committed to the regional base of the college. 

It's a credit to those in the community who support the 

college and a special credit to the Native community upon 

whose land in Cowichan we're situated," he said . 

Ennals also gave special recognition to the efforts of 

cowichan M.L.A. Graham Bruce who was instrumental in getting 

a permanent base for Malaspina in cowichan. 

"He pushed the board, he pushed the Minister, he 

liaised with the Native community, and he led the rest of 

the community. We are much indebted," Ennals said. 

Rich Johnston, president of Malaspina College, gave 

credit to the many people who worked long hours to see the 

project to completion, and he thanked members of the 

cowichan community for the support shown to the college. 
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"I have been at the college for 13 years and have 

witnessed what a permanent college physical structure can do 

for a community," said Johnston. "It becomes the focal point 

or centre of learning and cultural enrichment for a 

community and the 40% increase in registrations at the 

Cowichan campus, this year, is testimony to the important 

role Malaspina College plays in the Cowichan Valley region," 

Johnston said. 

The building was designed by Vic Davies Architects 

Ltd., of Victoria, and built by Khowutzun Construction 

Company Ltd. , which employs several Cowichan Band members. 

The campus is built on two acres of land leased from 

the Cowichan Indian Band and will be part of a 13-acre 

Native Cowichan heritage village planned along the tree-

lined banks of the Cowichan River. The site will house the 

Folklife longhouse, acquired from Expo '86, a Native 

restaurant, an avenue of totems leading to a totem carving 

shed, a centre pavillion picnic area, and a traditional 

Cowichan split-cedar-plank village site. A museum is 

planned as well. 

General contractor Gareth Hughes of G.M. Project 

Management Ltd., who leases the facility to Malaspina 

College for a 22 year period, said that "90% of the 

construction costs were spent in the Cowichan Valley." 
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Programs offeres at the Cowichan campus include the 

first two years of university courses, vocational and 

community education courses for occupational preparation and 

upgrading, and adult basic education classes for those 

students who did not complete high school. 

Before the first permanent facility was built two years 

ago, the Cpwichan campus had been operating out of rented 

facilities throughout the Duncan community, since 1973. 
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