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The provision of educational services to adult 
citizens of School District 65 (Cowichan) dates back to 1951, 
when the Board of School Trustees authorized a small evening 
adult program (14 courses, 120 students) in Cowichan Senior 
Secondary School, which was supervised by the school's 
vice-principal. By 1966 enrollment topped the 1,200 mark 
annually. 

When Malaspina College was established, in September 
1969, a loose liaison was formed between the College's 
instructional Dean - Hal Brown - and the District's Adult 
Education Director - Dorothy Clode - to offer one or two 
part-time evening credit courses at Cowichan Senior Secondary 
School. 

In 1973 the College formally received the total 
responsibility for the provision of adult education for School 
District 65. This was the first move by Malaspina College to 
establish a 'presence' outside Nanaimo. 

A small College office was rented in Downtown Duncan 
at 149 Canada Avenue, housing the office of the Adult Education 
Director - Bob Thorburn - a full-time secretary and a part-time 
counsellor. Instruction was provided in the evenings in the 
schools of the district, with an occasional daytime workshop or 
short course offered in a church or other rented space. 

Two years later, in 1975, the office moved to 256 
Evans Street. 
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In 1977, a small wing was added to the Evans street 
office to make room for a small classroom which was used for two 
full-time Basic Job Readiness Training courses. 

In 1979, 
provided classroom 
English-As-A-Second 
Commercial/Business 

a further two classrooms were added which 
space for Adult Basic Education, 

Language, Adult Special Education, and 
Training programs. 

In recognition of the Cowichan division's 
increasingly important role in the area, the office was given 
'campus' status to emphasize the College's significant commitment 
to the provision of decentralized services to areas of the 
College region. 

In 1982 a small commercial office next door was 
rented to house campus staff, and in November an educational 
consultant was hired to explore the feasibility of integrating 
the campus into the cowichan Community Centre because of its 
central location and consequent higher profile in the community 
(The Clague Report, "The Educational Justification for Relocating 
the Present Duncan Campus of Malaspina College to the Cowichan 
Communi ty Centre.") This led to preparation of preliminary 
architectural plans and discussion with the Commission 
administering the Centre. The idea was abandoned due to the 
enormous cost of the additional building and parking space 
requirements. 

In May of 1983 former College President Dr. Bruce 
Fraser and John Rostron, Dean of Community Education Services, 
distributed a white paper ("Towards a Policy of Regional Services 
of Malaspina College") as a discussion paper for College 
personnel and the general public. The intent of the paper was to 
seek consensus on policies for the regional campuses of the 
College which eventually led to the establishment of the present 
facility of the banks of the Cowichan River in August of '87. 

For the past two years the Cowichan campus has 
offered developmental education programs such as Adult Basic 
Education, Adult Special Education, English-as-a-Second Language, 
and Basic Literacy Training, as well as universit transfer, 
vocational and general interest programs. In October 1988, 1,669 
individuals participated in these programs. 

Students from the Chemainus, Cowichan, Halalt, 
Penelakut, and Malahat bands are enrolled in Adult Basic 
Education and university transfer programs. In addition, the 
Cowichan campus and the Native Valley Friendship Centre have 
developed programs to provide training for instructors who will 
teach Coast Salish, and a long term care program will be offered 
in conjunction with the Friendship Centre. 
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