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tale Navrud and Richard C. Ready's 
Valuing Cultural Heritage is based on 
the premise that cultural heritage 

goods, like environmental goods, can be 
assigned a monetary value. The book 
begins with an overview of non-market 
valuation techniques, which are used to 
measure non-consumptive use values 
and indirect use values of a public 
resource. These techniques have been 
widely used in environmental economics, 
but only recently have they been applied 
to cultural heritage goods. The authors 
then present an impressive collection of 
case studies by North American and 
European researchers, most of whom 
apply the contingent valuation method to 
cultural heritage resources. This method 
involves asking a sample of individuals 
how much they would be willing to pay 
for a marginal change in the quality of 
a heritage resource (e.g., how high an 
entrance fee for the upkeep of a 
cathedral). The resources examined in 
the studies include historical buildings, 
such as cathedrals, castles, monasteries 
and theaters in the United Kingdom and 
Europe; historical monuments in 
Washington, D.C.;World Heritage sites 
such as Stonehenge and Fes Medina in 
Morocco; and cultural artifacts such as 
Aboriginal rock paintings in Central 
Canada and Roman imperial remains 
in Italy. 

This book is a welcome contribution to 
the heritage conservation field, especially 
considering the increased attention 
heritage planners have devoted toward 
determining the economic value of 
historical and cultural resources over 
the past I O years. It compiles previously 
unpublished empirical studies into a 
state-of-the-art review of cultural 
heritage valuation, identifies research 
needs and expands the practical 
knowledge of heritage economics. 
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Thus, it is a helpful source for heritage 
researchers. Policy makers will also find 
it useful in that applying value to heritage 
resources gives a better understanding 
as to what types of financial resources 
can be used for heritage conservation 
efforts, which aspects of heritage should 
be protected using the monies, who 
should provide the resources, and how 
the resources should be used. The book 
is also important to heritage conserva
tionists as it lends support for conservation 
and restoration initiatives. The findings 
generally suggest that the public is 
willing to pay to avoid damages to 
cultural heritage resources or to slow 
the rate at which they are occurring. 

The authors successfully show that 
environmental valuation techniques can 
be applied to cultural heritage resources 
of local, national or global significance. 
They also present cases from both 
developed and less-developed countries. 
However, the book's breadth of study at 
the expense of depth of analysis and 
discussion left me wondering about the 
implications of applying non-market 
valuation techniques to heritage goods. 
We have learned from the environmental 
conservation literature that these 
techniques have been used by policy 
makers to rationalize pro-development 
decisions that would reduce the supply 
of environmental goods (e.g., clean air, 
wetlands).Will heritage goods face 
similar defeats in cases of public apathy 
toward their preservation? For instance, 
what is the future of monasteries in 
Bulgaria, where researchers found that 
one-third of survey respondents were 
unwilling to pay anything for their 
preservation? Furthermore, can the 
authors draw from the empirical studies 
any cautionary advice when estimating 
the economic value of heritage goods? 
The book should be commended for 
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achieving its primary aim of compiling 
existing valuation studies. However, it 
should be viewed more critically for 
overlooking some of the deeper issues 
of cultural heritage valuation. • 

Karin Hung, MA, School of Planning, University 
ofWaterloo, Ontario. 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 

Plan Canada encourages Canadian 
planners and urban designers to submit 
articles related to various urban design 

issues and best practices. 

For more information , please contact 
Sonny Tomic, Contributing Editor for 
Urban Design at stomic@hamilton .ca 

or call (905) 643-1262 (ext. 221) 


