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A BROAD .. 

(APRIL IS A WESTERN MONTH III ) 

AGM PI-A Y 19TH 
It's that time again! Mark it down on your 
calendar. We hope all our members can 
come and review our year and elect some 
new board members. Once again we will 
be holding our AGM at the Women's 
Center, 285 Prideaux Street. 

The Library: 
Starting in April the VILIPS library will be accessible through 
the Nanaimo Women's Center, Phone #: 753-0633. The 
hours at the Women's Center are: Mondoy - Thursday 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Books will be available to members and 
non-members at a small cost . Lending of books will be 
on the honor system, and it is hoped that 011 who borrow 
books will leave their name and phone number on the 
index cards provided. 

a submission ••• 
On March the 7th I attended the mixed 
dance/show at the Plp,asant Valle!, flail. Wbo 
knew Nanalmo held such talent! "'l friends 
and I were truly Impressed with the show. I 
must admit K.D. Lang was my fayorlte ••• I 
looked for her after the show but ••• I'm 
hopeful that the group that put together this 
show will do so again and again In the 
future as It was a great night of 
entertainment! 

Up coming dances 
April 18th and May 16th are the next 
two dances to mark down on your 
calendar. 

A book review from our librarian 
The Amazon Chronicles 
a historical novel by: Jane E.M. Robinson 
This is a very engaging story about a community of 
women-loving Amazons who lived, loved and 
battled during the time of the Trojan Wars. the 
heroine is the intrepid dyke-next-door given free 
reign to prove her prowess. 
It is a story filled with glory and defeat, brave deeds 
and betrayal, intrigue, jealousy, sex and love. 
A great read for a rainy day by the fire, or a hot day 
on the beach. 
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a submission ... 
Shelly Robert's RULES for the 
correct Lesbian: 
<A lesbian drinks out of a glass. A dyke pops 

I 
a top. 
>A lesbian buys real estate. A dyke rents . 
>A lesbian keeps stock in the safety deposit 
box. A dyke puts it back out on 
the shelf. 
>A dyke on bike owns a Harley. A lesbian 
owns a Schwinn. 
>A dyke's tattoos don't rub off. A lesbian's 
don't show. 
>A lesbian brunches. A dyke drives-through. 
>A lesbian has acquaintances. A dyke has 
buddies. 
>A dyke buys Playboy over the counter. A 
lesbian has a subscription. 
>None of a lesbian's earrings are made from 
parts in her tool box .. 
>A lesbian drives a Porsche. A dyke 
commands a Camaro. 
>A lesbian has her ears pierced. A dyke 
always goes further. Way further. 
>A dyke can actually say the word dildo. A 
lesbian can pass. 
>You can always tell a dyke. But not much. 
>A lesbian cooks. A dyke defrosts. 
>A dyke makes dinner. A lesbian makes 
reservations. ., 
>A lesbian entertains at home. A dyke has a 
regular stool. 
>A lesbian networks. And chats. A dyke 

>A lesbian serves canapes. A dyke feeds you 
from a can o'peas. 
>A dyke has a tool belt. A lesbian has a tooled 
belt. 
>A dyke will drink from the hose. A lesbian 
sprays Evian to set her makeup. 
>A dyke believes she looks good in an eight 
dollar haircut. 
>A lesbian plays games. A dyke watches 
them. 
>A dyke plays softball. A lesbian plays 
hardball. 

Extraordinary Meeting at Katrina's: 

About 20 women attended the dinner meeting 
at Katrina's Restaurant February 18,1998. 
The guest speaker was Debbie Paquette, 
Coordinator of the Nanaimo Women's Center. 
Debbie talked about activities at the women's 
center, upcoming International Women's Day 
events, and the importance of building bridges 
between women-serving organizations. 
Apparently, some women at the dinner meetin 
subsequently became members of the 
Women's Center. . 
This was the second extraordinary general 

meeting with a guest speaker since 
the last AGM. At the AGM there was a request 
for other opportunities for the membership to 
gather to discuss issues, concerns, or general 
topics of interest. As a result two 
extraordinary meetings were planned. 
"Extraordinary meeting" is a phrase that 
comes from the by-laws of the society (VILlPS) 
and simply means "Every general meeting, 
other than an annual general meeting, is an 
extraordinary meeting of the Society." 
However, it has been pointed out that it may 
have been inappropriate to calia general 
meeting that requires members to pay for 
dinner in order to attend. This excludes, for 
example, women who do not have money to go 
out for dinner, or who have special dietary 
needs that the restaurant may not be 
aoie to accommodate. -rne point is that these 
meetings were not accessible for all members. 
If this was not a good venue for members to 

gather, do you have any other ideas? The 
coffee house has been discontinued because 
attendance was not consistently sufficient to 
support it. The lesbian support group does not 
meet for similar reasons. If you want 
opportunities to meet in addition to the dances, 
what do you suggest? Terri is looking into the 
use of a room suitable for holding a pot luck 
dinner. What do you think of that idea? 
Let us know by writing, phoning or emailing: 
VILlPS, Suite 544, 5B 1150 N.Tenninal Avenue, 
Nanaimo, B.C. V9S 5T8; info and message line 
755-1023; or betsy@nanaimo.ark.com 
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8 submissiolL 
Speaking of issues: 
There has been a proposal to amend the 
constitution and by-laws of the society. The 
change involves separating membership into two 
categories: • 
voting and non-voting members. If the 
amendment is adopted all voting members 
would be lesbians; and all other women who 
want to be members would be non-voting or 
supporting members. There are three main 
reasons for distinguishing between lesbian and 
other members: to keep it clear that this is a 
lesbian organization; to remain consistent with 
our name and the stated purposes of the 
societ)'; and to ensure that the goals and 
philosophy of the organization remain in the 
control of lesbians. 

A copy of the proposed amendment will be sent 
with a notice of the AGM in May. There will be 
time at the AGM to talk about the issue. Come 
ready to voice your opinion and to vote on the 
amendment. 

a submission .. 
Should we have voting and non-voting 

members in VllIPS? and should the voting 
members be Lesbian only? 
When I first heard of this proposal my first 

thought was "discrimination" and it 
immediately reminded me of the early 70's in 
the L.D.S. (Monnon) Church. Blacks, as they 
were called then, were allowed to join but had 
no privileges. They could pay their dues but 
could not vote in assembly,"'ho temple 
recommend, could not participate in the inner 
circle of decision making etc. I often wondered 
about being able to join but having no 
priv!!eges. ! co~!d hardly find a:lY reading . 
material on the subject and when I asked the 
question the answer was simple .. Jt was God's 
way. As public pressure mounted the ruling 
was changed. Blacks are now allowed to join 
the Church and participate in ALL aspects of 
membership. 

I was certainly glad to hear there would be no 
"test" in regards to who is or isn't a Lesbian. 
Although, wouldn't it be fun if I became the 
TEST COMMISIONEST and had maybe a 
lavender colored bedroom office, silk sheets, 
candles, soft music oh ... oh ... a knock at the 
door. My Dyke Fraud Squad has brought me 
my first "lest" case. Let my imagination begin!! 

I would like to feel free to join VI LIPS, a 
Lesbian Society, 10 participate in the activities 

and be a viable part of the Society which 
includes the freedom to vote. Maybe if VlliPS 
membership application fonn was very clear 
that it is a Lesbian on Society I could self 
delennine my status before joining. This could 
very well eliminate the need for voting and non
vollng membership because for me ... that 
spells discrimination and VlliPS is against 
discrimination. Lets think this out, talk about it 
and be very clear as to whether or not a 
change is needed. 

Connie D. 

~ J~19nUJIO!'L 
Recently I heard that the by laws of 

VILIPS might change. I was curious 
and began to ask questions. I found 
out some things I never knew. "Any 
woman can be a member of Vilips." 
When and before I joined, I just kinda 
assumed anyone belonging to lips 
would be a lesbian. I thought it would 
be the one place I was safe to assum 
all the women were lesbians. I 
always knew there were lesbians and 
straight women at the dances. That's 
fine. I guess I'm wondering now "why 
have a lesbian organization if you 
don't have to be a lesbian to join? 
Sounds like a women's center if any 
woman can join not a lesbian 
organization .. " So I am confused now 
and will be doing a lot of thinking on 
thiS subject before the AGM. Hope 
everyone will. 

What do you think of a change? We want 
to hear what you think. Write to: VILIPS, 
Suite 544, 9B 1150 N. Terminal Ave., 
Nanaimo, B.C. V9S 5T8: leave a message on 
the info line 755-1023; or email us at 
betsy@nanimo.ark.com 



. 4 A BROAD 

a submissioD ... 
Herstory of VILIPS f 

Another AGM is upon us. Anne and Kay 
are interested in putting together a 
herstory of the society. We'd like your 
stories about how the society began. What 
was happening before VI LIPS was formed? 
What do you remember about how and why 
the society was formed? What difference 
has it made to you to have a lesbian 
organization in Nanaimo? You can mall 
your stories to VILIPS, leave them for Anne 
and Kay at a dance, bring them to the AGM, 
or if you want to tell us your story you can 
leave a message on the info line (755-1023) 
and we will arrange to talk to you. 
• submissioB ••• 
"Hikes for Dykes 
If you would like to hike the Cowichan 

River Dyke Trail (CRDT) with other 
lesbians interested in the outdoors and 
the richness of river wildlife join us at 12 
o'clock noon, Sunday, April 26 at the 
parking lot outside the Women's Center 
(Maffeo Auditorium), at the rear of 285 
Prideaux. Call Lorna 754-2013 or Kate 753-
0040 by April 17 if you have space in your 
car for additional passengers or if you 
need a ride. Lorna and Kate will arrange 
car pooling. If there is enough interest 
shown we will continue hikes for dykes 
over the spring and summer! 

FOR SALE 
1980 Yamaha Midnight Special, 850cc, 
excellent condition, $1,200.00 o.b.o. 
To view call Terri @ 754-0958 
d submission. 

Joke time 
A dennatologist goes in to work one day, and 
his first patient comes in and says, "Doctor, 
you've got to help me. My boyfriend refuses to 
take off his letter sweater when we make love 
and now I have this horrible rash." ' 
She takes off her shirt, and sure enough, 
there's a big red itchy rash in the fonn of a Y on 
her chest. The doctor says, "This is interesting, 
I've never seen anything quite like it before. I 
wonder why it occurred in such an unusual 
shape." 

,iHe goes to York," she says. 
"Ah, that would explain it," he says. He 
prescribes some calamine lotion and sends he 
on her way. The next patient comes in and 
says, "Doctor, I hope you can help me with this 
rash. It's a little embarrassing, but it's driving 
me crazy." She takes off her shirt, and displays 
a big, itchy, red rash in the shape of a T. The 
doctor raises his eyebrows. 
"It's my boyfriend," she explains. "He goes to U 
of T, and is so into his new letter sweater that 
he never takes it off, even when we're making 
love. Is there anything you can do?" The docto 
prescribes calamine lotion and sends patient 
number 2 on her way. The third pat/ent comes 
in and says, "Doctor, you've got to help me!" 
She takes off her shirt, and there on her chest 
is a big, itchy, red rash in the shape of an JV!. 
"Don't tell me," says the doctor. "Your 
boyfriend goes to U of Manitoba and refuses to 
take off his letter sweater when you make 
love." 
The patient looks at him with surprise. "Close," 
she says. "My girlfriend goes to Western." 

.. 

A COUNTRY AND WESTERN DANCE! 

AprU18th is a Western Dance. So wear 
your boots and bring your horse to two step 
or any other step, the night away. Please 
wear a costume to help get everyone in the 
mood! 

Western Dance Workshop 
Come and finally learn all the steps you've 
always wanted to leun! Learn how to 2-
step, line dance and do the West Coast 
swing (a form of jiving). These lessons are 
for beginners and up. No partners required, 
singles welcome! 

Cost: AprU8th $15.00 After $20.00 
Everyone MUST register Prior to work shop. 

For more info or to register call Ernie Day 
@ 245-2095 
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